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Manuscnpt Is Stolen

Washington

' The Manhattan apartment of
author Thomas Kiernan was bro-
ken: into and. ransacked recentlyX
about a week before Kiernan was
to finish an “inside biography” of
Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo, one of
formier President Nixon’s closest
friends <

Thleves took“382 handwntten
pages of Klernan S manuscrxpt on
Rebozo, . letters * and . “pank -
documents pertammg to Rebozo’s
cop,nectlons with Mr. Nixon and 16 |
caseftes of tape - recorded con-
vergatlons the autho n,had with
some ;40 or 50 )

viewed _while rese:
z0’s life.
#% Ther thieves Ignored wall

pamtmgs a stereo, d it levision

: set and expensive Jewelry

“But they pried ‘Qpen the'
jewel, box, ]ust to see. what*was
inside, I guess,” Klernamsaz L.in a
telephane interview “Yester: ay,.
“The whole place was;ransacked

evenm bgpy s bedroom S

ment th& day after he: told his
typist by telephone tl;gt he had
the first draft ‘of his ‘Rebozo
manuscript ready for tm

. The typist replied “that she
couldn!t " take . Kiernan!s -manu-

scrlpt until'the next: week A

“The~-° thxeves must have
known I'd be gone mos he day
and that my wife would be gone,
-t0o,! Kienanr said..I. suspect they -
had m, telephone tapped, .1 .just
can’t thmk of any other way.”.

.the burglary It said
.

Kiernan said his phone would

mng ‘onee, then. stop ringing. HE

said that after a brief interlude it

-would ring again normally and

that the' caller (usually ‘a" friend)
would wonder about the mterrup—
tion Just as he did.

Th15 thing lasted for some
time, this business where the
phone rang once and then went
dead,” *Kiernan went on. “It
% the day after the rob-
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ernan said that he left his
ent with his®infant daugh-
b ‘ut 3 p.m. on the day, of the
bery. He said his wife was at
.-most of the day and . early
eveqmg He said they all returned
about 10 o’clock that night.
‘These were ° things . the.
could have figured out,”
n said, “by listening to our
ne conversations.” '

Klernan; who has published
llves in a three - room

five . story Madison avenue
apartg;ent building. Kiernan sald
it would be easy for tieves to, get
in the ront door of the building...

Kiernan said he had been at
work “on “the Rebozo book. for
Farrar, . Straus & Giroux  for
almost a year. He said he made
trips:'~to  Florida, Washington,
California ‘and Las Vegas, where
he interviewed several hundred
peoﬁlé‘ about Kebozo. *

detors for = Farrar, Straus i
said. they expected Klernn s
uscript about December 1. ;%9 :
nan. »sﬁ’id the theft means he. ﬁ!ﬂl
have to g0 back to many of: the
people he interviewed and write
the flrst draft over again. He said

- . he exp ts to lose six months as a

result of the burglary.

The New York county dlstrlct
attorney's office confirmed . the
theft and said it was mvesnga;mg
it had no

;‘Va?lu on Poéy .



