Court Rejects
To Resign From State Bar
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It Reportedly Denies Request ’Becaézse
He Has Not Admitted Wrongdoin;
in Connection With Watérgate Case”

Nﬁimes

! An attempt by former Pres-
{ident Richard M. Nixon to re-
{sign from the state bar has
been rejected by a New York|
court because he has not admit-'
ted wrongdoing in  connection
with the Watergate scandal,
sources familiar with the secret
legal proceeding said yesterday.

These sources said Mr. Nixon,
who has publicly stated that
he does not intend to practice
law again, would not be permit-
ted to resign from the state:
‘bar unless he acknowledged
|at least some responsiblity for
Watergate crimes. '

If the former President did
not do so, the cources said, then
formal charges would be drawn
up and a proceeding similar to
a trial would be held. If the
former President were found
guilty of professional miscon-
duct, he would then be._cen-
'sured, suspended or disbarred.

Mr, Nixon has admitted er-
rors insjudgment in the way
he handled the Watergate scan-
.dal, but he has never acknow-
ledged guilt or responsibility.”
~ According to these sources,
|the latest development in the
two-year investigation of Mr.
Nixon came early this week
when the Appellate. Division
of Supreme Court for the First
Department refused to accept
a proposed. letter of resigna-
tion. :

Under state law, this court
has - jurisdiction over lawyer

Manhattan, where Mr. Nixon
was admitted to practlce - in
1963. A lawyer is licensed 'to
practice throughout the state,]
and any action by ‘the,court
affects a lawyer's ability to
practice statewide.

carried out by the committee
on grievances of the Associa-
tion .of the Bar of the City
of New York, which has been
designated by the Appellate Di-
vision to institute disciplinary
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proceedings in - its jurisdiction,
‘which takes in the Bror
well as Manhattan.:
g According to the sources; the
letter that the court rejected
was drafted by Raymond G. |
Larroca of the Washington law
firm of Miller, Cassidy, Larroca
& Lewin. !
i These sources said that the
etter referred to ‘Mr. Nixon’s
péalth, but made no mention
of Watergate.

|negotiations were carried on
{with John G. 'Bonomi, chief
{counsel of the bar association’s
grievance committee, and Ar-/
thur L. Liman, who has been!
retained as special counsel.é
Peither lawyer conld be!
reached for comment yester-!
day. i I
Mr. Bonomi was out of thej
city, and Mr. Liman, a partner
in the law firm of Paul, Weiss,
RifKin, Wharton & Garrison,
was in court all day on another
matter. ‘
The sourtces said that at least
one previous letter of resigna-
{tion “‘that was submitted by
Mr. Nixon’s lawyers had been
irejected because it did not con-
form”to the requirements of
the " appellate - court and " ‘the
bar association. 7
They said they did not know!
'whether Mr. Nixon would be!
given an additional opportunity
to resign or if formal charges!
would be brought against him
shortly. 4
These charges would be
drawn up by the bar-associa-
tion committee, and according
to the sonrces familiar with

-the case, would resemble the
tarticle of impeachent drafted
by the House Judiciary Com-
imittee in the snmmer of 1974.

™ Both Mr. Larocca and Harold
A.: Stevens, presiding justice
bf the appellate court, declined

disciplinary  proceedings in

yesterday to com ment on the
ttatus of the Nixon case.

4 They cited Section 90 of the
tate’s judiciary law, which re-
uires that all but the final
stages of a  disciplinary

proceeding be conducted in se-|.

grecy.

! Mr. Nixon, who practiced law
fn New York until his election
fn 1968, was also a member
bf the California and United
States Supreme Court bars. He

sars without admitting any
wrongdoing.
« . State Is More Stringent

“On Sept. 25, 1974, he was
jermitted to resign from the
California State Bar after he
mcluded in his letter of resigna-
jon the fact that he had been
the subject of a disciplinary!
nvestigation there. o

iLast June 25, the United
States Supreme Court accepted
the former President’s resigna-
tign after he notified the court
that he did notintend “to prac-
ice law in the future.” |

But the New. York;authorities
have been more stringent, Un-|
der g long list of state Gases,'
a resignation by a lawyer while
he is being investigated by dis-
ciplinary autherities’ is tanta-
mount to an admission of char-

‘miliar
.proceedlng, lawyers for the ex-[

1ges of professional misconduct.
The investigation has been|

According to the sources fa-'
with - the  Nixon,
Presldent have been negotiating!
for the last several monthsl
on ways that their client would,
be allowed to resign.

These sources said that the|

Bnt they would be cast in terms
of violations of the Code of
Professional Responsibility, a

set of rules that all lawyers|.

are reqnired to observe.

Under state law, the failure
of a lawyer to appear at a
disciplinary hehring would be
deemed - an admission of guilt
to the charges brought against

him,

_’Il_lgeliﬁpeliate Divi9ion, which
tesigned from both of those; 7. 2

is the court that would preside
over sheh a ‘hearing; Is the
same court that' granted Mr.
Nixon admission to the New
York bar on Dec. 5, 1963.

Since he had already been
a practibing lawyer for many
years, Mr. Nixon did nat have
to' take 'a bar examination. In-
stead, he submitted a 500-word
essay, in which he described
the 'principles underlying the
Governthent of the United
iStates” as “decentfalization of
ipower, separation of power and
maintaining a balance between
freedom and order.”

No Bar Examination

At that time, he became a
partner in the Wall Street law
firm of Mudge, Stern, Baldwin
& Todd, which- later -became
Nixon, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie,
Alexander & Mitchell.

His former law partner, John
N. Mitchell, was disharred in
New -York last July 3. Mr.
Mitchell, a. former United

States Attorney General, was
one of four Nixon Administra-|
tion officials who were convict-.
ed on Jan. 1, 1975, of perjury
and conspiracy to obstrnct jus-
tice in the Watergate scandal.|
On March 1, 1974, a Federal[
grand jury named Mr.. Nixon,

then the President, .as an'unin-
dicted - co-conspirator in the
case. N

See editorisl, NYT.



