Washmgton

.The’ Justree Department sald |
yest erday that. Congress was right -

in ‘declaring f ‘mer . President
lepn could ‘not be trusted with
his thte House tapes and docu
ments -

Jistrict . Court. the depart

agreement by the General erv-
icés "Administration: to ‘give  Mr.
Nmon the first chance to-sort the
mass . of material accumulated
during his White House years,,

The. Justice.’ Department *sard
tl;b_ te "H
%se ved to “assure’ the Ameri-
a n.people that they will hav‘ th
f}m story ‘of Watergate

ment sard disclo-
Sure of the Watergate cov erup,
the unexplained 18. Y-minute: gap
m one. tape and.other- ‘circums
ces. of* Mr. . Nivcon, resrgna On
show" ‘Congress "~ w cOrrect “in
consfdermg Nixon-GSA
agreement “‘opé to":ques‘tibn.”
. Mr. Nison’s. lawyers - argued

e UASE N P

SET

LA NRED

g Sepr

' .AIn a lOO»page brlef flled“ in |
Di :

; defended the constrtunona- :
lity. of a ;1974 law -blocking . an

0use tapes. must be !

that Congress, violated. his right of
i ,y,«declarmg government
p- of his White House
materxals even though: he- saigl he
i ‘f'rended later to turn over all but
'personal papers.

Ongxess prov1ded that

-parating.

. "Fépe transcripts showed Mr
Nnon knew.of the. Watergate cov-

~ erup before March, 1973, despite

his repeated-earlier assurances to
Cougress and ‘the public that -he
did mot,- the Department bnef
said. ; : {

The 18¢ o minute gap was only
one of a number of reasons show-
mg Congress had a “rational ba-
si$” for fearing the material
mlght“not teach the government
intact: “if "he were permitted- to
lﬁav’ custody of them even item-
porarlly,” it said. @

The Justice Department law-
yers said "they understood 'Mr.
Nixon’s ‘chief complaint wa$ ‘that
his. personal material “will neces-
sarily, be reviewed in some detail
by - government employees.” But
the lawyers said this is the only
way.

Hr Nizon’s own. pr0posal that
he hrs w1fe and two daughters do
the sorting is unworkable, the
brief' said. It noted there are 42

: mllllon>documents and 888 reels of

A footnote said: “Just lnsten-

‘mg to % reels of tape of hve to °

six hours duratron, not to. mentnon
transcribing or replaying to. hear _
poorly: recorded conversanons,
wo take almost 5000 ! person-
:0F: tWo. . years of sohd 40
hours‘ weeks o
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