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Sen. Gurney
‘Admits He
‘Withheld Data

il i 12 5
swTampa, Fla
Former senator Elward J. Gurney testified at his

“’bmbel yaconsplracy trial yesterday that he withheld
"mmformatmn on wrongful political fund-raising be-
m,cause it would have destroyed him as'a member of the
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Senate Watergate com-
mittee. -

‘The 6l-year-old Gurney,
testifying for the second con-
secutive day in his own de-
fense, said he learned in
July, 1973, that funds were
beiug solicited on his.behalf
from builders doing business
with the Federal Housing
Administration. _

He said he wrote a latter
to then-Attorney General El-
fiot Richardson telling what
he knew- of the fund raising.

Then, Gurney said, he had
second thoughts and ordered -

his administrative assistant,
James Groot, to get the let-
ter back. and destroy it.

" “There was a reason for
getting it hack, and that was
my very unigue postion on

.the Watergate committee,”

said Gurney. a Republican
who was one of formet Pres-

~dent Richard Nixon’s

staunchest defenders on, the
committee.

“My effectiveness on the
Watergate committee would
have been totally de-
stroyed.,” and the Ietter
would have been an embar-
rassment to the committee,

the Senate. the Republican

party and the administra-
tion, Gurney said.

He said he knew from ex-
perience that there are no
political szcrets in Washing-
ton, and that if he had per-
mitted, the Ietter to go
t'hrouagh to’ Richardson, it
would be leaked to the press
just like everything in this
investigation has been
leaked:to the press.”

“The “‘ex-senator ~and * the .

three “co-defendants ‘are ac-

cused of getting special fa- .

vors from the FHA for build-
ers who contributed to & po-
litical ﬁl ish fund for Gurney.

tund-ralsmﬁ Larry Wil
liams, has testified that he

collecte d $400,000 on the ,

senator’s Dbehalf.

Gurney said he first
learned of Wiliiams’ activ-
ities in July, 1973, and that
he wrote the letter to Rich-
ardson because he knew
that he had a 1esp01151b111ty
to report what was going on.

“I- realized that wrongdo-

ing had been done,” Gumey

said. “‘I was not involved in

it, but alth ugh I had no part
in this fund raising, I was
beginning to get some in-

formation. Aftel I began -

learning some of the details,
obwously I. had some re-
sponsibility.”
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