By Jean M. W hite

" A new lead in ihe’ search for the
ost. fosslls. of half-milljor; year -old Pe-

nbblthuntmg soldxers story of fing--

g afoot-locker: full ‘0f bones and

d dus| an abandoned cabm in the
Calii'ornla woods.. -

¢ Thursday Chnslupher Jnnus»

- "Wouldn't it bé.a hell of a story i
_“the bones werée found in ‘an aban-
" doned--cabin?™ Janus, reached at the
" Beverly . Hills" Hotel in.Los Angeles
said with relish ‘yesterday.

3 pxeposlcxous. incredible ¢lements: a
_rainstorm driving two rabbit hunters
“to refuge, red dust of China choking
the. air-as an old foot locker is opened,
" a.rattlesnake interrupting -the. exam-
ination of the' contents,” and sample
bones brought'back omy to be lost

—— SCENE,

. ‘Oclober;

It would be—a story spiced \ulh

|

. about the house, perhaps buricd by

the dog or thrown info the garbage.
Even'the enthusiastic Janus, who has

_olfered $150,000 reward Tor Lhe return

of the fossils and told President Ford
that” they ‘would make a marvelous
gifl to return to China on his trip in
-emphasized ycstelduy that
he has had a lot of “phony leads"
since: making his $150,000 reward
offer: .

“But this sounds like a good. one,”
he quickly added. “I've scen the pir
tures that the soldier says he fouwd
in the trank, and they're from China
ol the ecarly '40s (judging hy) the

.cars and people. And I've scen the

red dust of China.”

“More skeplical..is Dr. Ilarey . L.
Shapiro, a Peking Man specialist and
c¢hairman emeritus of (he anthropol.
oxy department at the American
Museum of Natural Ilistory.

“There were very few long skeletal
bones in the foss 1L was mostly
fragments of the skull and leeth, |
would be very suspicious of a fool

lacker [ull ol hones.” Dr. Shapirv said
yesterday when reached in New York,

For the search ‘Thursday, Janus will
be juined by the 23-year-old Vietnam
war veleran who colled him aftey
reading a recent story about the Jost
Tus

itr, now stationed at Fort

l‘hc S

Brapgg, N told of taking - refugc
from a 1 storm during a hunting

trip in 1972 with his uncle, stumbling
on tre fool locker and making off
with the bones and some old photos
before being routed by a rattlesnake.,

1L all sounds melodramatic and in-
eredible, Janus  agrees, bul  adds:
“Ihat's  the way T think  [ossils
will turn up if they ever do - luck,
preposterous chane
* Yesterday the soldier
ed a Geiger countér to s
her house for the
Janus reported.

e said he didn't want o use
soldier's name because of e
“You know both ‘Taiwan and l’rkm,
wanl these bones and view them as a
national treasure.”

mother rent-
ch around
misplaced  bone,

the

e Trail of the Peking Man



