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Ex-Gurney Aide

Enters Gm’lty Plea

TAMPA, Fla.—James L.
-Groot, the man former Sen.
‘Edward J. Gurney (R-Fla.)
once said “would lay down
his life for me,” pleaded
guilty yesterday to conspir-
ing to create an illegal polit-
ical slush fund for Gurney
and agreed to testify against
him if called.

Groot, who was Gurney’s
_top administrative assistant
for nearly three years and
handled his stocks, stood
about five feet from his for-
mer boss as he entered the
plea, worked - out during
lengthy closed court ses-
sions. .

* Gurney, Groot and three
' others were brought to trail
on charges-of peddling fa-
vors in exchange for politi-
cal contributions from Flo-
rida builders and land devel-
opers.

Gurney  is charged with
conspiracy, bribery, solicit-
ing unlawful gratuities and
four counts fo making false
statements to a grand jury.

Groot had been charged
with conspiracy, bribery, so-
liciting unlawful gratuities
and receiving unlawful com-
pensation. He faced a raxi-
mum of 24 years in prison if
convicted. '

The agreement provided
that Groot plead guilty to
the conspiracy charge,
which carries a maximum of
five years in prison and a
$10,000 fine, with his trial on
the other three felonies to
be severed and the charges
to be dismissed after Gur-
ney’s trial.




