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LEGAL PERIL ENDS
FOR NIXONDONORS

Time Limit Bars Charges
| Over Early 1972 Funds

—The statute of limitations ran
out today for further Watergate
|prosecution of donors of the
'$20-mullion  that poured into
Richard M. Nixon’s re-el tion
committee before a new dise
sure law became effective: o
On April 7, 1972, a Féferal
election campaign act togk ef-
{fect, requiring campaign dona-
itions to be made public. Water-
igate investigators learmed that
in the, days before that date
many corporations and indivi-
duals- secretly 'contributed a
third of the $60-million that
was raised for Mr. Nixon’s re-
\election.
| A Common Cause suit forced
'publication of the list of contri-
‘butions. Watergate proseucors
eventually got guilty bleas;from
17 corporations arid 15 ¢corpor-
ate. officials, mostly in connec-|
g’-on With these contributions,|

* [of corporate
WASHINGTON, April 7 (UPI)|
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In the Campaign Reform Act
of 1974, which took affect Jan.
1, ajlittle-noficed amendment
shortened the statute of limita-
tions from five years to three
years for criminal prosecutjon
contribution apd
reponting violations. X P

A study group headed;,by.
Associate Watergate Prosecy-
tor Thomas McBride worked

until tﬁie end, but no morel-

|indictments were forthcoming|r

for vielations before April 7,[t
1972, & r

Spokesmen for the prosecu-|s
tors said that charges were|a

Istill possible for violations in|t

i reporting af-
0l 7, 1972 v st g

nany - contributo; :
give before April 7, 1972 Mr.
:Stans, who was President Nix-:
on’s chief fund-raiser, pleaded’
‘guilty to campaign finance mis-
demeanors last month. !

W s, T S e

o



