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“A Dbusiness associate’ of';

Richard M. Nixon said yes-
. ‘Lerday the former President

~“is not at all interestef” in-

submitting to-a televxslon in-

terview “either- me or mv:;“

} the foreseeable future

Nixon recently told* some

-associates to “laq off’: their

nia source, who declined to
be quoted by name.: “He’s
just not llstenmg to any of-
fers at this time.”

Reports published earlier
this week indicated ‘there
had been a low-key but per-

) sistent effort ‘recently by
California friends of Nixon
to obtain at least $250,000 in
fees for a taped interview,
subject to the former ‘Presi-

dent’s approval and guide-

lines.

The large fee would be ap-
plied to Nixon’s mountmg
legal expenses, which may

reach as much as $400,000 by

the end of this year.
“Actually.” the Cahforma

source said later in the
same conversation, “nobody
with any authorily ever

talked to the mnetworks or

anybody else, so it would be

a little strong to say Mr.
Nixon told them to ‘lay off’
It never even got that far.”

yvesterday
had never

CBS -and NBC
confirmed they

een approached by anyone
Nikon circlés. They con-
ﬂrmed however, that “as a
atter of routine” their net-
Wworks had written to the

: former President on several

Ecasions asking for inter-

; V’.leWS

S On” Thu?sday, ABC News

ipres1dent Willijam Sheehan
- :Teporte
sinformal overtures to' nety .
~work TV and independent:
“ producers, said the Califor-'

he had rejected a
deal offereds by Rabbi Bar-
oLff;" the strong sup-
P T of the former Presi-
dent last February for an
exclusive interview ' with
Nixon for a fee of $25000.

It was that offer, made
Feb. 8 on a sidewalk in San
Clemente to an unidentified
“ABC correspondent, that ap-
parently sparked reports of

" a concerted effort by Nixon '

associates to seek TV expo-
sure ard a large fee for him

Rumors apparantly began
circulating that ' February
waekend after CBS correon-

" dent Robert Peirpoint flew
~to San Clemente

to inter-
view former White House
press secretary Ronald Zie-
gler.

ABC, these sources indi-
cate, ieared Pierpoint was
about to obtain an interview
with Nixon instead and im-
mediately dispatched a crew
to . the former
White House. -

That afternoon the ABC
crew found Korff walking

. from the S'm Clemente com-
' News executives at. both ;

Western .
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pound back fo- lns hotel
room.

Korff has 1a15ed thou-
sands of dollars for Nixon
‘through his Nixon Justice
Fund based in Washington.

The ABC newsman report-
edly asked Korff if he could
arrange an interview with
the former President“I told
him,” Korff said yesterday,
“that the only way I would

.try to arrange an interview

would be if ABC paid $250,-
000 for the Justice Fund.”

Korff said yesterday he
received two - subsequent
calls “from: the 'newsman’s
superiors in. New York”
(presumably Sheehan), but
nothing came of them.”

He said he never notified
Nixon of the conversations.

The California source said
yesterday that “Rabbi Korff
isn’t authorized to make any
such negotiations.”

This source pointed out
that Nixon is currently :en-
gaged in writing his mem-
oirs and is bound by an ex-
clusive contract with Irving
P. Lazar, the West Coast
agent, in all such matters.

La7a1 has received. the

-outine interview requests
flom “a number of people,”
including the American net-
works “and the BBC, for-
warded to him by Nixon's
staff, but has taken no ac-
tion.




