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DiSclosed Existene

i Alexander P. Butterf_leld,
Federal Aviation administra-

‘[ tor and the man Wwho disclosed
the existence of the taping
system in the Nixon White
House, has resigned effective
March 31, the White House an-
nounced yesterday.

Butterfield was named to
the FAA post after President
Nixons 1972 re-election vie-
tory and after nearly four
vears as'a deputy assistant to
Nixon.

He startled the nation in
July, 1973 when he told the
Senate Watergate -committee
that he had supervised instal-
lation of the tapes in the Pres-
ident’s offices.

In a letter to President
Ford, Butterfield said he was

Butterfield Quitsas

resigning -because he was
aware of the President’s de-
sire “to put those of your own

choosing” in a pointive posts.

He ‘denied that he had
“argued or maneuvered” to re-
tain his position and praised
the President’s leadership.
. In an obvious criticism of
the former President, butter-
field wrote Mr. Ford that “no
one could have been more de-
lighted or re-energized than I
when you assumed the presi-
dency.”

While Butterfield has been
crltlcxzed as fa111ng to improve
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aviation safety, he strongly de-
fended the FAA’s record and
said it was one of the “finest”
organizations in the g‘ogfrn
ment. »

Mr. Ford thanked Butter-|}
field for the “significant prog-
ress” he had made in develop:
ing a more efficent air navia-
gation system.

Butterfield’s re51gnat10n has
been expected for weeks; and
he has consulted with White!:
House aides regarding the
choice of his successor. Bitt a
spokesman indicated n’o one
has yet been chosen
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