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N.M. Indians
Reject Aid of
Ehrlichman

United Press International |

The eight Pueblo Indian
tribes in New Mexico that |
Watergate conspirator John D. |
Ehrlichman hoped to assist as |.
“personal penance” have de-
cided not to accept his help, it
was disclosed yesterday.

Ehrlichman’s lawyer, Ira
Lowe, said Pueblo Chief Her-
man Agogyo of the San Juan
tribe telephoned Ehrlichman
Wednesday night to withdraw
the Idnians’ invitation. The de-
cision was mad’ef;' Lower said, |
because of the /“great public-
ity” surroundifg Ehrlichman’s
offer of legal /assistance to the
tribes. >l Fen

Ehrlichmah last week asked
U.S. District Court Judge
John J. Sirica to. send him to
the remote Pueblo reservation
in New Mexico, rather than
prison, for his Watergate of- .
fenses. Sirica refused and in-
stead snetneced Ehrlichman to
a prison term of from 2% to 8
years. .

Ehrlichman then. said he|.
iwould help the Idnians any-
way, taking up residence on
the reservation and providing
help. with land use disputes,
his legal speciality, while he
appealed the Watergate con-
viction.

Lowe said Ehrlichman told
the Indians in a Iter
yesterday:

“I am graeful fof your kind
ness to me during the past
weeks. Of course, I wa sorry
that the governors have with-
drawn their prior invitation
| due to the subesquent, inodi-
‘nate press attention and pub-
licity.

“I understand their present
reluctance and will begin
again looking for the right
place to contribute to the well-
being of others.”

“What we're going to do
i now,” Lower said, ‘4s find an-
other public service thing to ),
do and we just won’t an-
nounce it wuntil after he’s
started it.”

By doing “personal pe-
.nance” with a public service
project, Lowe said, Ehrlich-
man hopes to bring the later-
native sentence concept “to
the attention of other lawyers
who want to do the same thing
| for their clients.”




