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.Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr.
Tennessee is sending out sig-
nals to his fellow Republicans
‘'that he would like to be co
sidered an alternative candi-
date for President in 1976.

In interviews and convers
tions with Senate colleagues,
*|Baker, 49, has said he is seri-
‘| ously exploring the possibility
of running as a candidate in
'Ithe New Hampshire p1e51den-
‘| tial primary.

“He’s not ruling out 1unn1ng
even if President Ford decide;
to run,” Baker’s press secre-

tary, Ronald McMahan, said
yesterday.
Baker’s exploration c¢omes

at a time when President
Ford’s popularity is sinking in

when other Republicans have
begun to take seriously the no-
tion that Mr. Ford may not
frun.

| Vice President Rockefellel
though trying carefully not to
upstage the President, is com-
ing out of his pohtlcal shell
and planning more speeches
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‘Run in 1976

the public opinion polls and |
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my intention to be a candidate
xn 1976'. . . I believe the eco-
normc plcture will be good
nough to justify my seeking
Te- -election.”
‘*Many Republicans, includ-
g some in the White House,
liscount the official state-
ments of Mr. Ford’s candi-
déey on the grounds that he

could hardly do anything else.
- Some administration officials
/point out that the President’s
; already embattled legislative
iprogram would be ‘in even
] deepe1 trouble in the Con-
' gress if he is perceived as a
' lame-duck President.

-In the view of these officials

Baker is merely trying to posi-

- tion himself so that he will be
considered along with Rockfel-
ler and Reagan if the
GOP presidential nomination
should become an open con-
test in 1976. :

In the AP interview Baker
was quoted as saying that he
would accept public financing
if he ran even though he voted
against public financing provi-
sions of the new campaign re-
form law.

caround the country. Former|.

'California Gov. Ronald
extensive and ca
speaking schedule. )

Next week Reagan will bea
featured speaker at the Améri-
can Conservative Union politi-
cal action conference in Wash-
ington, where the notion of a
| conservative alternative candi-
.dacy will be examined.

Baker formally declared his
availability yesterday in an in-
terview with the Associated
Press. The day before, The
New York Times quoted
Baker as telling Elliot L. Rich-
ardson, the ambassador- desig-
nate to Great Britain, “I ex-
pect we’ll be seeing a lot of
each other in New Hampshire
next year.”

Richardson is' another Re-
publican who has been men-
1tioned as a prospective candi-
date if Mr. Ford chooses not
to run.

Officially, the White House
view is thaL Mr. Ford will seek.
election. When the President,
at his press confer ence in At
lanta yesterday, was asked his

views of the vossible Baker|:

lcandidacy, he said it was the
senator’s right to run but

‘Reagan already\rs pursuing an|:
efully chosen|

“The situation has
changed,” Baker said. “You
don’t have a giant juggernaut
that’s chugging along, scoop-
ing up money and enlisting
foot soldiers. What you've got
"'is easy access to a primary

Sen. Baker Sends

- Candidacy Signals

system that’s potentially fi-.
nanced in part by the federal
government.

Baker’s exploration has not
proceeded beyond the talking|
stage. He has not organized
any committees or fund-rais-
ing efforts at this date. Nor
has he discussed his political
future with President Ford.

While Baker was discussing
hiss  explorative candidacy,
Rockfeller was losing a politi-
cal opportunity in Miami.

UPI said 'that Dade County
Republicans had decided that
Rockefeller was too liberal
and had instead chosen for-

mer Rep. Charles Sandman (R-
N.J.) one of ex-President Nix-
on’s staunchest defenders, as
the speaker for a Lincoln Day
fund-raising dinner. A Rocke-
feller aide confirmed that the

iout the possibility of speakmw!

Vice President has sounded
out the possibility of speaking|
at the affair.

But Rockfeller W111 be wel-
come on the more familiar
ground of his homestate,
where he is to be the host Feb.
13 at a “Salute to the Vice
President” in New York City.
Mr. Ford will be the featured
speaker.

At the request of the Presi-
dent, Rockefeller also wil
speak Feb. 26 in Detroit to the
Society of Automotive Engi-

neers.

added: “I have indicated it is
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