EA-EB.L OFFIGIAL
TESTIFIED AGNEW
WASINVESTIGATED

Senate Staff Told of Check
Before 1968 Election at
Request of Johnson

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Spectal to The New York Ti!mes

WASHINGTON, Feb, 2—The
former No. 3 man in the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investxgatxon
testified under oath in 1973
that the bureau investigated
Spiro T. Agnew shortly before
the 1968 election at the request
of President Johnson.

In  heretofore unpublished
testimony, Cartha D, DeLoach,’
formerly assistant to the direc-:
tor of the F.B.L, asserted that
shortly before Mr. Agnew was’
elected Vice President, Presi-
dent Johnson asked the bureau,
to investigate him on a matter
of “the gravest national secu-
rity” and that an investigation
was conducted.

The testimony was taken by
Senator Howard H. Baker Jr.,
Republican of Tennessee, and
Senate Watergate committee
staff investigators.,

Of the F.B.I. investigation,
Mr. DeLoach said “that the rea-
son this was being done was
because they felt the Republi-
cans—and this was their [the
White House] statement—the
Republicans were attempting
to slow down the South Viet-i
namese from going to the Paris|
peace talks and they wanted to’
know who either Mr. Nixon or-
Mr. Agnew had been in touch;
with from Albuquerque when
they visited the city several
days prior to that.”

Mrs. Chennauit Involved

Mr. DeLoach said that the

late J. Edgar Hoover had au-!
thorized an investigation and
that the Domestic Intelligence
Division of the F.B.I. had ob-
tained the toll call receipts of
persons on Mr. Agnew's staff
in an effort to discover if any-
onc had called Mrs. Anna Chen-
nault,
i Mrs. Chennault, wxdow of the
:commander of the Flying Tigers
jin World War II, was alleged
lo have been an intermediary
between the South Vietnamese
and the Republicans.

Sources who worked on the
White House staff in 1968 dis-
pute the genesis of the in-
vestigation. They say it was the
F.B.I. that first suggested Re-
publican links to the South
Vietnamese,

Mr. DeLoach also said in his
testimony that Mrs. Chennault
had been the subject of “physi-
cal surveillance” by the F.B.L
that involved following her with
teams of agents.

According to sources within
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mvolven}ent of any pmmment
flgures T -politicians,”

~F:B.E sources-said they had
been ‘told that the special sur-
vey waslion’ behalf of the' Whlte
House. i

The epecial  survey went .on
+|for:some time, according to one

engen ex;ed numerous ‘reports.
to.the: White House.”

Mr ‘Jones declined comment.
Vir. DelLloach- -was—unavailable/
hnt:r repeated attempts to reach

" Repol m on Congressmem

of logg and records and that
there -were some indications
that these may have been:
destroyed.

Domestic mtelhgence and
political activities were laid to
the bureau during the Senate
Watergate liearings .in "1973.-
The. Chicago Tribune and. the
Scmpps Howard newspapers’
aomplled major reports onF.B.L -
activity -and reported that bu--
reau—agents--had—been._sent_{fo_
the’ Democratic - National- Cons.
vention in Atlantic City in 1864
at the - behest of. President
Johnson;. that the - bureau . al-
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“of each pefson who was seenlures in ‘j
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Goldwater, Repubhcan of Ar-
zona, his opponent in the 1964
1demnml race, and that the
bureau routmely gave varipus
Presidents information .on poht-
ical and public figures.

The first indication of the in-
vestigation of Mr. Agnew wag,
given in these press reports.

DeLoach-Johnson Ties

Mvr, DeLoach has denied that:
hé was. a protégé-of-President:
Johnson's but he has acknowl-

edged that the President re-
qliésted hiin.to assume liaison
duties. with the White House
because Mr: Johnson had
known him as a Senator.

Mr. DeLoach -has "also ac-
knowledged that Mr. Johnson|
ordered a direct telephone line!
to the White House installed ini
the bedroom of ‘Mr. DeLoach’s
home.

White House aides from the

Johnson era said that - enor-|
'mous amount of F.B.J. intelli-
gencesflowed in between 1964,
and 1968 and was handled with
the utmost secrecy.

1t was reportedly delivered to
Walter Jenkins, a Presidential
aide;"and when he left office it
was delivered to .a’ secretary,
James Joneg, now 2 Democratic
Representative from Oldahoma
and W. Marvin Watson. )

After Mr. Jenkins: left gov-
ernment in October, 1964, fol-
lowing an_arrest,. Mr. DeLoach
testified, the number of field
investigations erdéred on John-
son appointees was so great|
that Mr. Hoover complained of
the burden.

During the Nixon ‘era, the
Watergate hearings— brought
out, the White House used a re-

'Schorr;-asa-method-of-harass<}
ing private citizens.
-Reporis on & Semator

President Johnson was regu-
larly supplied by the F.B.I with
confidential information, in-
cluding details of & prominent
Republican  Senator’s sexual
activities, Time magazine re-
ports in its current issue, .

But Time said that Mr. John-
son sometimes denounced tap-
ping? telephones as “ihe worst
thing in our society.™

The magazine said -the in-
formation had been given to the
President by J. Edgar Hoover,
then F.B.I. director. )

The magazine also said that
Mr, Johnson got the transeript
and tapes -of the late Rev,
Martin Luther King Jf's per-

quest for a background check
on a CBS "newsman, Daniel

-sonal activities. ‘




