. Mr. Colson, in pleading guuy,
said that - “the President’ on
numerous ‘occasions urged me
 to disseminate damaging infor-

; i - T matign-about Daniel Ellsberg.”
5 2 1i) He 'said. that he “never really
AN questioned” . whether what he

- \‘975 | had'done "‘was right or proper.”

FEB 1 > ©+1 ¢ Mr. Colson, who has convert-

i ed 16 evangelica] Christianity,

Former Nixon Counsel Has| {2 < o5 diare given e

Sentence Shortened for. | mation to both the Watergate

R o Y special prosecutor and to Fe-
‘Family . Difficulties’ er _

& i tified before the House Judicia-

NYTIm&S% “ | ry Committee during its im-

By LINDA CHARLTON peachment inquiry last sum-,

Specifl 5 The New York Times ML olson, who lives in e

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31 — « Tin : |

: g ‘ liaison with special in-'

Char.le's W. Colson, a former terest groups such as lahor and’

special counsel to President| eth inoriti
Nixon,’i was released from’ pri-
son tpday on the gi i

deral“grand juries. He also tes-

olson, a lawyer in Virgi-
e 1958, was disbarred
e i 4 t month by the state’s
Mr. G‘ son’s qelegs-e was issued Supréeme’. Court, which upheld
by Federal District. Judge Ger-| the ‘disbarment decision of the
hard A, Gesell ldte this after-| siate - bar association, on the
noon. He noted that a motion| ground that Mr. Colson had de-
to redtiee Mr: Colson’s septence' mongtrated “a reckless disre.
has been under consideration gard’ .of the “integrity of the

ime.” | legal profession and the judicial

Mr; IS 'system.” . ) :
sente &'twice applied to the Ford
113401‘;:65 Administration for some form|

o

{jof executive clemency, asking'
in September for a Presidential
pardon or a commutation of his
tseritence, and requesting a par-
‘don“again .'in, iDecember; - .

by
-by Judge Gesell on
June 21 after pleading guilty
to obstruction of justice for hig
role in disseminating damaging .
information about Dr. Daniel Sk
Ellsberg. He has served seven '
months and, under usual cit-
cumistances, would haveé be-
{corte! “eligible - for paroleiinie:
[July. " . i,
Dr. ‘Ellsherg has saidthat /it
was he who made public'the!
secret Government study of
{the United States role in Viet-
nam known as the Pentagon
papers. :
Judge Gesell, in ordering that
Mr. Colson’s sentence “shall be
and hereby is reduced to time
already' served,” said -only that
the motion was being granted
“by réason of the defendant’s
serious' family difficulties, which
have greatly aggravated the se-
verity of the sentence imposed.”
No Details Given ,,]
i No details df the “family,
Ificulties” were given. It i
known, however, that his wife,|
Patricia, has not been in. good
health, and that his 18-year-old
ison, Christian, was arrested in
!South Carolina, where he..at-
tends college, for the posses-
sion of marijuana. Mr. Colson’s
father died a few months. ago.
-~ Thee order required that Mr.
Colson be released immediately.,
His lawyer, David I. Shapiro,
said that he and Mr. Colson
learned of ‘the order “around
five o'clock this afternoon.”
Mr. Colson had nothing to say
immediately about his rele%‘e,
Mr. Shapiro said. ot
Another ciose friend, who §aw
him-after the order was issyed,
said” Mr. -Colson “looks fdbuk
lous, thinner, back to Marine
trim and very, very happy.”




