- SEChronicle

| f
\WYashington

The verdict in the Water-
gate coverup trial was the
climax, but not the end, of
the investigations and prose-
cutions bein g condiicted by
the Watergate special prose-
cutor; . o

Although the cases being
prepared for trial or still-un-
der’ investigation fall short
of the drama and impact of
the Watergate coverup, a
number of significant mat-
ters and individuals still are
being scrutinized.

The. areas include cam-
paign financing, tampering
with and - destroying  evi-
dence, abuse of power, Rich-
ard Nixon's taxes and Inter-
national Telephone and Tele-
graph. Corp’s dealings with
the Nixon administration.

Among those indicted but
not yet tried are former
Treasury 'Secretary John
Comnally, = indictéd ~ on
charges of bribery and per-
jury; former White House
aide. Gordon Strachan,
charged with conspiracy, ob-
struction of justice and mak-
ing false statements in
connection with the Water-
gate coverup, and Jack
Chestnut, a campaign aide
to i Senator Hubert Hum-
phrey (Dem-Minn.) during
his 1970 campaign, charged
with ‘accepting an illegal
campaign contribution from
milk producers.

Both the Connally and
Chestnut indictments are
patt of the unfinished busi-
ness stemming from the spe-
cial prosecutor’s investiga-
ton: of contributions from
milk producers to the re-
election campaign of Mr.
Nixon and others.

The 1972 presidential cam-
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paign of Representative Wil-
bur Mills (Dem-Ark.) is an-
other activity under investi-
gation by the special prose-
cutor as an outgrowth of
contributions by milk' pro-
ducers.
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Another investigation that
remains, open:involves an il-
#" legal campaign contribution
from oilman Armand Ham-
mer to the Nixon campaign
in 1972.

Former Montana Gover-
nor Tim Babeock pleaded
guilty on December 10 to a

misdemeanor charge of aid-

ing and abetting Hammer in
the ‘contribution. Sources in
the special prosecutor’s of-
fice have confirmed that
Hammer is the subject of a
continuing investigation.

Adt_iitiﬂqnal'ly-, Mr. Nixon’s

friend, Cnarles: Repozo, still .
is under investigation in
connection with $100,000 in
campaign contributions he
received from billionaire
Howard Hughes.

Maurice Stans, Mr. Nix-
ons’ chief fund - raiser in
1972, also is being investigat-
ed by the special prosecutor
along with the Commitiee
for the Re-election of the
President in connection with
campaign financing.

The special prosecutor
also is still investigating the
erasure of 18 minutes from a
tape of June 20, 1972 conver-
sation between Mr. Nixon
and his White House chief of
staff, H. R. Haldeman.

The conversation, which
came only three days after
the. Watergate break-in, in-
cluded a discussion of the
Watergate investigation, ac-
cording to Haldeman’s notes
of the meeting. ' ]

The tape investigation is f
part of a broader investiga- |
tion by the special prosecu-
tor to determine whether !
charges should be brought !
against persons other than |
Mr. Nixon, who is protected
from prosecution by Presi-
dent Ford’s pardon given
him Jast September. ‘
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In additon to investigating I
possible obstructions of jus-
tice‘in connection with ‘the
tapes, the special prosecutor
must also determine if fed-
eral laws involving obstruc-
tion’ of Congress were violat-
ed by the deletion and alter-
ation of transcripts turned
over to th e House Judiciary
Committee by the White
House.

Although President Ford’s |
pardon also protects Mr. ‘
Nixon from prosecution
from any possible tax viola-
tions, the special prosecutor
still 'is investigating 'the-
back-dating of a deed in 1979
in order to secure a tax
break for Mr. Nixon’s dona- }
tion of vice presidential pa- !
pers. '

Edward Morgan, a former
White House aide and Trea-
sury Department official, al-
ready has pleaded guilty to
his role in falsifying the
deed.

The investigation of Mr. .
Nixon’s taxes continues with |
indications that others be- |
sides Morgan were involved. |
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