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Lawer Attributes Actions
in Watergate to Belief in
the Former President

By LESLEY OELSNER
Sll’Qﬁlal to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Dec. . 23—
John N. Mitchell’s ichief- defense
lawyer told the jury today.in
his ‘final < argument at - the
Watergate cover-up: trial: ‘that
“everything Mr. Mitchell did in|
Watergate” he. did. “because he
beheued in,and trusted, and he
was completely loyal: ‘. to,”
former Pre51dent ‘Richard M.
Nixon.

The lawyer, William G Hund
ley, ‘asked ‘the jury to' 'a‘cquxt
Mr. Mitchell, saying, . “Suppose
Mr. :Nixon were a~glant, a
President:: .such as: “Jefferson,
Lincoln, Exsenhowe ’as ‘the late
President Kennedy ™"

““Then .would: you. fth;nk that

what John Mitchell did to.pro-
tect the President wasiso bad,
was ‘eriminal?” he. asked.
: Lawyers for H. R. Haldeman
and.John D. Ehrlichman . also
cited Mr, Nixon in ﬂwiclosmg
arguments today. .

‘Critical Time’ Cited

Frank Strickler, concludmg
this morning the summation

that his co-counsel, Jahn AR Wll-i :
son, begitx on Fr1day, sought tor-

.dldgx

‘convince the jury that Mr. Hal-
deman was so busy working as
chief of' staff for Mr. Nixon
that he did not have time to be
involved.in the cover-up.

“In this critical time, the Wa-
tergate matter was no more
than a pimple onthe mound of
his othet' dutles ”
said. 'y -

And! thig: aftemoon after Mr.
Strickler and then Mr. Hundley
had finished, "W, S.F)
began--his summatio for Mr.
Ehrlichman ' by telh'gg{;he jury
that there was a “mnssmg .per-
son” at ‘the trial—“the. orches-
tra leader >

Mr. Frates has based Mr.
Ehrhchm;an s defense .on the

Mr. S]:rxckler 1

conténtion that Mr.” Nixon
‘“deceived” a%d “lied to” and
“misled”  Mr. ;Ehrlichman. He
sought un uceessfully to com-
pel Mr.)N 1c
trial.

; Judge s v1ew th t

resume this: Summatloun Thur)s-
day, after a two-day recess for
Chms, ;

; rates’s request .t
pone Adecision ~until: Th '

Hesisaid, .theugh, thatHe dld
notsthirk that the fact: that-Mr.
\leon&iad ‘not.come tp y ‘rt—‘

he qsiﬁpt ‘here makes any differ-

kith ]udge sald ‘He' said

didnot: think ﬂlerewas i
that ! GRS

yo:u to cover up,
to’ »stonewall 1:,\,4 “tha

eyes
ome of the, } ware

rake  the ! quest:on
pardom," ‘he_began. .“'It oesn’t
imakestany . difference wbether
or-nof he w pardoned@
~ “It’s too.bad,” he went on
Then' ﬁae stOpped ‘saying, with
a smile, “Well, I bétter not say
What Im thmkmg ” ;
Id say, however,' "If they
knomngly, it . doesn’t
tany  difference .if the
Predident was pardoned.;
James " F. Neal, the! \chxef
pro‘fsecu’cor appeared 40, #agree
#Ighave no doubt that this
jury is aware, perhaps >
is aware ‘of* the’ pard,og@
said. . “T. suspect th
whether they .disciiss it or not,
| n the

B t he saxd “That istone: of
the’ ircumstances ‘under swhich
we live.” he said that the par-
dom;filike Mr. Nixon's absence
from, the trial, was 1rrel§evant"'

Mr. Nixon has been ‘an issue
throughout the . trial. For one
thifng, Mr. Ehrlichman, - Hal-
der an and -Mr. -Mitcl 11 all
wanbed lus testlmony *at the

tion
Ni

Mr. G
of limited"
; ‘is,“f

eir ¢ cont
they still consxdered Mr. Nxx— '

on's testlmony essential to their

'the
he gaveﬁms $§ummation’” ?a%t:
iweel,

- ‘two other defendants, Ken,

- gate'break-in, and Robe

* official..

%%‘sai "leader" "~ whi

S g

He speke about the ﬂgﬁ?'
roles allegedly played byt

|Wells. “ Parkinson, -a lay er
thired” by the Nixon re—elecg‘ i
icommittee to handle legal prob-|
lems stemming from the Water-

Mardiarn, - a. former Assi
Attorney, General and campaign

Heggeminded the jurors
in +ani orchestra, some 4

Mr; &Neal a;lso made ‘othe
statel ents - in, his _summation
'that“were recited ‘back ‘to" the
jury itoday by the various’ de-
fense counsel _He contrasted

ith pe White House
%ea’c Presidents such &éas
Jefferson.

He said, tho,\ that the defense
strategy. was -to- try to ,di
credit the prosecution’s ,
i ohn W Dean 3d

3 ' the tapgs,
whxchﬁ ‘various,, officials s0ught
to: get Mr. Mlgchell to step;éi
ward d tahe the blam or

House 'mi ht have
orch:gtratmg Y gome beﬁn
strongg music, . it’s clear - that
John' Mitchell, was not one< of |
the boys.on that band,” he said. |

in' ol
:emotti}bhal part of his sumima-

Like*Mr. Trates later, -

tacked. the" heh{;ﬁ'

Dean.: : i

* Andyii'his final words to"'f%he

Jury,‘heicretumed to Mr. Neal’s|-

remarks’about the White' H’ouse
times. It was thé‘most '

Biven in a-sad and §6me-
Theseeching' tone, and’ it
»ﬁoll‘t:gs e
ything that Mr. MiteHell
did mWatergaté;{
protet himself, to

wrong, but becauS‘e he. beheéved
in afd trusted;' and hel¥vas
com ely Toyal' to, Presrdent
Nixoy:

“Now,; you know, you?a:nd I
mlght not have [

j what(JoHn"Mitchell did te

h would you ‘thi

tect the President was 50, bad

was;:?cmmnal" .,
“Bec,auseJ submit on- the evis)
e snow—the char esj

b ‘that’ Mr,
Dean : .had ‘tried ‘to: Create “an

aura™ of - “involvement” _
Wateroate about the meetmg

,“m
,‘SQQ' :
‘L

incoln,

man and Mr: leon on Sept.._ s
,197Zinﬁhe meeting in | whick|
Mr ‘1}7 on' congratulated Nﬁ'
‘the fact that thein-
dlctm tsireturned that day by
: W tergate grand luiy

hat Mr
testltjled

the ot
S’mclégr said, emphasm,lgg‘ the
word ' “was.” ;

Mr. Smckler spoke ab ut Mr.
Haldeman’s - hectic lifeiatthe
White aHouse, hoping,: perhaps,
to show- that' he ‘had beem
busy “to be involved ‘i
Watergate cover-up.

"X%gs is not'a simple Joh’f’ he
id‘e the post of White HbuSe
e

"Fg;pm what. you ‘have heard |’
herehe- said a moment. later
“youkmay fall into the belief” |1
thatwéWatergate was the only




