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Coverup Trial "¢ ***

“Nixon Called
Of Watergate
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Twe defense aitornays at
the "Watergate 'trial , por-
trayed former President
Richard M. Nixon yesterdsy
as ‘‘the orchestra leader”
and.  “the maestro of the
White. House band” who
bore chief: responsibility for.
any coverup conspiracy.

The lawyers, Wiliam
Snow Frates and William G.
Hundley, -told jurors in clos-
ing arguments that former
presidential aide John D.
Ehrlichman and former At-
torney General John N.
Mitchell acted only out of
loyalty to Mr. Nixon and
committed no eriminal acts.

Noting that chief prosecu-
tor James F'. Neal had told
the jury last week that the
trial’s five defendants were
players in an orchestra,
Frates, who represents Ehr-
lichman, declared:

“Ladies and gentlemen,
we're missing one person —
the orchestra leader.”

Hundley said Mitchell, his
client, had played no role in
any coverup conspiracy.But
Mr. Nixon “obviously had
plenty of knowledge my cli-
ent didn’t have,” he said.

“While the maestro of the
White House band might
have orchestrated some
pretty strange tunes, it is

- clear that John Mitchell was

not one of the boys in that
band,” Hundley said.

Later, affer excusing ju-
rors for. a two-day Christ-
mas recess, U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica asked
defense  attorneys how
heavily they intended to.
-blame Mt. Nixon for crimi-

" nal charges pending against

their clients. ‘

- “It seems to me we ought
to settle how far any of you
should go on this matter,”
Sirica said, addressing his
remarks’ to Frates.

The judge. said he didn’t
think President Ford’s par-
don of Mr, Nixon should af-
fect the coverup case at all.
He appeared at one point tor
say the pardon was ‘‘too
bad,” but his voice broke off

© in the middle of a sentence.

“Take the question of the
pardon,” Sirica said. YTt
(doesn’t have any relation to
or ‘not he was pardoned. It's
too bad . . . Well, I guess I'd
.better not say what I'm
thinking. But the pardon
doesn’t have -any relation to
whether these defendants
are guilty of the alleged con-
spiracy.””

Although Hundley had
completed his arguments,
Frates said he would need
two to three more hours for

his final presentation when
the trial resumes Thursday. $
w2l b §
. Sirica said he didn’t think'
dhe. trial evidence showed,

“that “everyone did everyd

ng at all times at the spes
¢ direction 6f the Presi

dent.” Even if they did, he
.%aid, the defendants are in-

telligent men over 21 year;‘s‘;
old who are not bound ta,
obey improper commands. ¥

Frates said Mr. Nixon’s in+
volvement an d authority
were relevant to the case bes
‘cause they bore upon Ehr{

‘lichman’s intent. He said

Ehrlichman, for example;

' sought to keep secret the aci

tivities of the White House'
“plumbers” unit only bes

-cause Mr. Nixon had ory

dered ‘that this alleged na¢
tional security operation nof

1)

Prosecutors have charg

. that Ehrlichman took part iy

a Watergate coverup partiy
to. keep Watergate burglar
E. Howard Hunt Jr. from re.
vealing the 1971 break-in at
the office of Daniel Efls.
berg’s psychiatrist, =&

“plumbers™ operation that

Ehrlichman had helped seb
in motion. 4

Sirica said he would ex.
Plore the Nixon issue further
on Thursday before jurors
return to the courtroom. Be-
causé arguments by attor-
heys have taken longer than
Sirica expected, the judge’s
aides said they thought ju-

‘rors would not begin deliber-

ating the case unti] Friday,

In reviewing his case-for
the jury, Frateg said. Ehr-
lichman was “literally
tossed out intp the street”
by Mr. Nixon on April 30,
1973 despite the fact that
Mr. Nixon told him, “You've
been my conscience.” 7

Hundley, speaking’ of
Mitchell,y'told 1t’he jurorsg oy

“Everything that M=,
Mitchell did in Watergate,
he did not do to protect him-
self or to help himself — be-
cause he didn’t do anything
wrong — hut because Iie'be-
lieved in and' trusted ™ and
Wwas completely loyal™to
President Nixon.”
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