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PRESIDENT: Could have
discussed there the problem
of these, of, of, uh, defend-
ants, and, you know what I
mean? :

H. R, HALDEMAN:
(unintelligible).

PRESIDENT: But the pay-
off, uh, uh, and whether I
said anything which would
of led him to believe that he
should pay them off , . .

HALDEMAN: Let’s .. .

PRESIDENT: , . , Don't
think so. ~

THALDEMAN: ;. , Let’s not

Yeah

worry about ‘it. It’s; either,

it’s either there or it isn’t...
PRESIDENT: That’s right.
“. “HALDEMAN: But, let’s see
what’s' there .= . e
PRESIDENT: And if-it is?
HALDEMAN: :Let’s.  listen
chor b ow  aw e e % &8
" PRESIDENT: If it is? Then
we have to play in terms: of
I was having to find: out
what its implication was:

"? "JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN: I
“think then it becoines very |
-couch

importaiit how *you
" your decision on ‘beir;

5 e e

PRESIDENT: That’s right. :

" "PRESIDENT: Did’ we say,

“Let’s ‘g0 ‘out dand get the

‘money?” ¢ ¢
‘HALDEMAN: Yeah, T don’t
' rethémber the specifics, Tjust

remember the...’ :
i PRESIDENT: Was ' “there

It j‘any——do you remember my
ec.’ 4— {'saying, “Look, we've got to

] p‘{ts fisk;m'»@ ‘get the money, can’t you

I et
e

ors..”

Aptil 25, 1973, from
06 . . to 1:55 P.M.

find somebody to get the

HALDEMAN: You didn’t—
don’t remember your say-
ng, “We’ve got to get it.” I
emember you saying, “Can’t
sothes—we ought to be able
ise that kind of money,

" PRESIDENT: “A . million
dollars.”

HALDEMAN: ¢, ., There
ought to be that kind of
money available.”

PRESIDENT: Yeah, a mil-
lion dollars.

HALDEMAN: (Unintellig-

ible) something like that,

yeah.

PRESIDENT: That’s right.

EHRILICHMAN: But you
didn’t say to do it, or that
you would, or anything like
that.

PRESIDENT: Well, you've
got to find out, got to find
out. .

Telephone Conversation

April 25, 1973, from"
6:57 P.M. to 7:14 P.M.
PRESIDENT: Hello, - .-
- HALDEMAN: ¥Yes, sir.
PRESIDENT: Oh, Bob, you
got home? .
- HALDEMAN: Yesah.
PRESIDENT: ©Oh, fine. Ya
rushing off? ) ’ )
‘HALDEMAN: No,
at all. .
PRESIDENT: No, Il just
take a second. Ah, were you

‘able to Hear any of the rest

of that?

" HALDEMAN: No, I, I didn’t,

I'm gonna, I'm trying to get
a different machine that I
can. . . . )
PRESIDENT: Right.
HALDEMAN: . . . Hear bet«
ter on. Go back to it.
* ES £

" PRESIDENT: And uh, the, ..

uh—now with regard. to the

. come out
~feel so?

no, not

piece of iyaper I gave you on

Ehrlichman, they have sent

thdt you’know out to the. ...
HALDEMAN: Yeah.
PRESIDENT: . . . Prosecu-

tor. They;had to do that for -

this reaspn that, uh, that

Dean  bdsically, was—that

was basically a little black-

mail by him, on them, you

see. i

HALDEMAN: Yeah,

PRESIDENT: Uh, which
they said if we didn't put it
out—I mean if they didn’t—
they'd say why did you
withhold it from the Ells-
berg case, you see.

HALDEMAN: Yeah.

PRESIDENT: So, uh-—but
that is likely—it could come
out I mean, Byrne may, Byrne
may ask for,: -divulge the
source. It will be Dean,:and
Dean will have to testify if
he does, then that, uh, piece
of thing, that Watergate
buggers involved in the
Ellsberg thing—it will not
blow the Ellsberg case, in,
you know, in, in his opinion,
due to the fact that it wasn’t
used, On the other hand, the
fact of it will come out. But
I think that that was gonma

L anyway, don't you

HALDEMAN: Probably,
probably. Yeah, and I think
we gotta assume any of that
stuff is. '

i PRESIDENT: But the point
S... \
HALDEMAN: I'm not sure

that’s bad if it does. Well, it
adds confusion to the whole
thing.

PRESIDENT: Yeah, the, uh,
Watergate buggers, uh, try to
knock over Ellsberg’s psy-
chiatrist.

E I
_PRESIDENT: . , . They,
they, uh, uh—you see, what,
what else could I tell Klein~

dienst, forget 'it? Get my
point?
HALDEMAN: Yeah.
PRESIDENT: I just couldn’t

“do that.

HALDEMAN: Yeah,

PRESIDENT: And, uh, you
know, I could say look, this
is national security, and you
cannot turn it over to ‘em,
because Dean, another (unin-
telligible). . .

. « . Uh, the other point
that it, uh, I went-—I lev-
eled with Petersen on the,
uh, on all the conversation
that we had, and I said now
I want you to know-this, and
I said we’ll not be black-

‘mailed on it, we didn’t do

anything about it but, uh,
that’s when I started my in-
vestigation. And-that’s, that’s -
our line there, I think. The
morel...

HALDEMAN: Yeah.

PRESIDENT: . . . The more
I think of that, you know,
I'm—I know that I'm in no
illusions on it, and inci-
dentally, I think that should
just be between you and me,

PRESIDENT: My own belief
at this point is that, ah, for
yours and John’s informa-
tion, that we just gotta
stand God-damn firm today,
tomorrow, Friday, the week-
end, you know what I mean?
HALDEMAN: Yeah.
PRESIDENT: And, & the
Ellsberg thing blows, I'd, I
just as seon, you know, just

as v v ~
HALDEMAN: Get it all out
now. ) ‘
PRESIDENT: I wouldn’t
just as soon, but I think it’s®
gonna come anyway, What-
ever John Dean knows is
gonna come out, Bob.
HALDEMAN: That’s right.
That’s right. )
PRESIDENT: But, ah, inci-
dentally, you know, I always
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Between Nixon and Aides

: T LING
wondered about the taking
‘equipment, but Im damn
glad we have it, aren’t you?

HALDEMAN: Yes sir, I
think it’s, it's just one thing
I went through today it was
very helpful.

PRESIDENT: Yes, It’s help-
ful because while it has some
things in there that, as, . . .

II;IALD}EIMAN: (Unintelligi-

e i

PRESIDENT: We prefer we
wouldn’t have said, but on
the other hand, we also have
some things in there that we
know we've, that I've said
that weren’t, that were pretty
good, I mean.

HALDEMAN: That’s right.

PRESIDENT: “This ~ is
wrong,” and, ah, “blackmail”
and “how much is this gonna
cost” and so forth and so on..
Then, on the other hand, I
said well, “Let’s, ah, we
could get that, but how would
you handle it?” But that, of
course, those are all leading
questions. I don't' know how
you analyze it, but I don’t
know . . :

. T 1 ;

PRESIDENT: . . , I was just
thinking .a little bit more
about ‘the impeachment
thing, that I don’t see.the
Senate or any:Senators start-
ing an impeachment of the
President based on the word
of John Dean.

HALDEMAN: That’s right.

PRESIDENT: But, ah, even
there, I mean, here is ... .

HALDEMAN: Still, his
word, unless he’s got a tape
recording. Still, his word un-
less he has a tape recording,

PRESIDENT: Mhmm.

April 17,1973, 5:20 P.M.

RESIDENT: Let me ask
you this, uh, (pause), legal
fees will be substantial (un-
intelligible). But there’s a way
we can’ get it to you, and,
uh—two or three hundred ,
thousand dollars ((nintel-

ligible) huh? No, No, Nnow,
let me tell you mnow. I

" know the probléms with fam-

ilies and all the rest. Just let
me handle it. Now, how could
we do it? -

EHRLICHMAN: Let’s let’s
wait and see if it is neces-
sary, this—that whole thing,
I I, it may not be nece,

PRESIDENT: Let me say, it
would be investigations, le-
gal, that will lead—you will
find that you, you have tp
do it in cash.

EHRLICHMAN: Yeah.

PRESIDENT: That you got
a civic, you got, you got a
Government duty. (Unintel-

ligible) important thing.

HALDEMAN:
ble).

PRESIDENT: (Unintelligi-
ble-stuttering). No strain.
Doesn’t come outa me., I
didn’t, I never -intended to
use the money at all. As a
matter of fact, I told B-B-
Bebe, uh, basically, be sure
that people like, uh—who,
who have contributed .money
over the contributing years
are, uh, favored and so forth
in general. And he’s used it
for "'the purpose of . gettin

(Unintelligi-

" things ‘out, paid for in che

and all that sort.of thing.

A%:ril 25,1973,11:06 P.M.
ESIDENT: Let me ask

you'this, to be quite candid.
Is there any way you can
use cash? B . ‘
EHRLICHMAN: T ‘don’t
think so. m il
HALDEMAN: I don’t think

PRESIDENT: As I said,
there’re a few, not much
(unintelligible) as much I
think as 200 there’s avail-
able in ’74 campaign already.
HALDEMAN: That com-
pounds the problem. That
really does.
' PRESIDENT: That’s what I
think. O.K. I'd just like you
to know that.
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