WASHINGTON, Dec.

each other.” -

April, 1973, according to tes-
4 %th:e
gate

timony at the trial, was
time when ‘the . Water

‘bccerpts from transcri
" Nixon tapes, Page

The

prosecution at the Watergate

cover-up trial contended today

t .former President Richard
ixon offered John D. Ehr-

cover-up was beginning to
come apart, with some Nixon

aides beginning to coop
ith the Federal prosecu
y Richard Ben-Veniste,
t  special
ide the allegation this:

prosecutor,

for the two men.

Mr..Nixon telling his two aides
|that there was a fund used by

ebe”—his friend Charles G.

P

i r Nixon, the transcripts in-
dicated, |told - his aides
there was “no strain” and
'the money “doesn’t come ©
'me;” and that he had told 'Mr.
‘Rebozo to “be sure that people
'like, uh——who, have contrib-
uted money over the contribut-
ing-years, are, uh, favored,,anq
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noon in the course of reading
to the jury transcripts of two

Wrsati'ons in  which z#Mr.
+Nixon offered to get the money £ |
hlegal fees that his two aides!
‘|\were facing. When Mr. Ben-|
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so forth in general,”
The''second transcript, of a

conversation on April 25,

quotes Mr. Nixon as asking his
aides if they could use “cash”f
- and then telling them, “Ther’re
. a few, not much (unintelligible)
' as much I think as 200, there’s
. ‘available in ’74 campaign al-
? ready.”

This transcript quotes' both
Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlich-

man as replying, “I'don’t think

s0,” to the offer of cash.
It goes on to quote Mr, Hal-
deman, in referring to the 1974
campaign money, as remarki
agd Mr. Nixon as agreeing
the “'prob-

compounds

MF. Ben-Veniste, questioning

|| Mr. Haldeman after he read the

transcript, contended that the
“problem” was. that hundreds
of thousands of dollars had
been paid to the seven men
who had participated in the
‘Watergate preak-in.

Mf; Haldeman told the, jury
afterithe first transcri

the

nation of Mr. Haldeman, who,
w1t& Mr. Ehrlichman, is among
the five defendants in the trial. ||

“" Mr, Haldeman was President
. || offer

Ithe “problem” was the problem

i of the payments to the Water-|

gate burglars, the defendant re-!

acted angrily.
“No,” he said,

luntrue.”

The disclosure of Mr. Nixon's

nd the prose‘cution’sf

“Absolutely|
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¢ | Nixon.

Veniste made his charge that!|

“line” about the March 21 con-
versation would  be  that Mr.
Nixen: was “conducting an in-
vestigation and finding out
what, where this thing went.”
IMr. Ben-Veniste, in the|
course of cross-examining Mr.|
Haldeman, contended that he
was ‘not being truthful” in his
testimony to the jury and said
that "the White House tapes
showed~the inconsistencies.
QMr. Haldeman contended
that Mr., Nixon’s remark in the
March' 21 meeting that “it's
wrong, that’s for sure” referred
both to paying off the burglars
and’ giving them clemency, and
not ‘just to clemency, as the
prosecution contends and the
| transcript appears 'to show.
Former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell, another de-
) fendant in the trial, contended
in a written motion to the
_court that the evidence at the
itrial showed that “Mr, Nixon
imay have participated in a
conspiracy which carefully ex-
cluded Mr. Mitchell’s member-
ship, and which was designed
to have an extremely adverse
effect on Mr. Mitchell’s well-
being.”
i The motion asked that Mr.
I Mitchell’s attorneys be allowed
' to take a deposition from Mr.

The possibility that Mr. Nixon
thad offered money to Mr.
/| Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman
/| had’ been raised before, but
the ‘information that came out

|

before today was sketchy and
! somewhat different from the
i information on the transcripts.

Last ‘June, there were re-
ports in various newspapers—
attributed to “sources” close to
the Senate Watergate Commit-
tee—that a former Hadelman

|| aide, Lawrence Higby, had told

| the committee that Mr. Rebozo
| controlled a $400,000 cash fund
that could be used to under-
| write the legal expenses of Mr.
' Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman.
/| According to the news re-
ports, Mr. Higby told the com-|
mittee that Mr. Haldeman|
ihad told him the foll-owi»ng:l
 That Mr. Nixon had told him,
r. Haldeman, of the fund on|

April 30, 1973, and that Mr.

||proceedings.

hat the offer had been! Nixon had also told him that
nile the three men were! the money would Be”availdble
cRe g g SICHEE MO 10 . Ehlchman as woll.

But there ere .l e prens reporc P
e developmengs S/ White Ho‘us}; issued a partial|
i confirmation — a confirmation
I/that dppears to be contradicted

these |
well: .
}%)ther Developments

QThe prosecution fi[q‘d%%?with in .some details by the tran-
the court three other pre fous- |SCTipts released today., — -
ly isclosed portions:. of Gerald R. Warren, the deputy;
WhiteHouse tape recordings in press .secretary to Mr. Nixon,|
which®Mr. Nixon and his aides |sail at while Mr. Nixon had

discussed ways in which the |eXDIes: “willingness™” to’
aides could “pre-empt” the an- Ihelp his two aides to meet their
ticipated testimony by John W. Jlegal_ expenses, he had never
Dean 3d, then Mr. Nixon’s||Provided any such help.  Mr.
counsel, about the March 21,/ /Warren added, “There is -not
1973, discussion in which Mr | NOW nor was there ever any
Nixon said that money could| defense f’und set up by the
be rdised to pay off the Water-||President.”

gatevhurglars, | Mr. Warren put the date of
the Presi

The transcripts, po‘rtion‘s of ent’s expression of
which, jwere -read to the jury,||Will or after April.30,
show'athong other things, Mr.| |19% y that Mr. Halde-
Nixon, 'telling. ‘Mr. ‘Haldeman||ma: Ir. Ehrlichman  re-

m the White House.!

and Mr. Ehrlichman that their| signed



significant source of income”|
was being closed off at a time
when ithey were facing legal
fees and “expressed a willing-
ness to assist them in whatever
way possible.”
MrjBen-Veniste also referred
today: to another previously
undisglosed section of a White
Housg tape, that of Mr, Nixon'’s
meetiflg with his two aides on
18’ meeting occurred just
£ r. Haldeman listéned
to the tape of the March 21
meeting, and, it ‘was ba.j’s%%&ily
a discussiofir oft what ' exactly
had occurred in the Marehi21
meeting and of what Mr. Dean
jmight tell the prosecutors about
ht. i
| Matter involving Mr. Nixc ;
‘dominated much  of 1%%@&
Iproceedings at the trial today,
las it.had before. i
! At cne point, Mr. Wilson ob-
/jected ‘to" ocne of Mr. Ben-Ve-
iniste’stiquestions that involved
.‘Mrf*ﬂ}]égon, saying, “If the court:
please, are we trying Mr. Nixon
here or Mr. Haldeman?” /901
“I really don’t know,” Judge
Sirica replied. ;

Statement to Jurs;l :

A few minutes later, Mr. Ben-
Veniste again asked Mr, Halde-
man a question involving some-
thing ‘that the former President
had allegedly said, Mr. Wilson
objected a second time, saying,.
“Mr. Nixon is not on trial.” i

This time, the judge agreed.

He turned to the jury and
said, “The cnly people on trial
are the  five “defendants. Mr.
Nixon is not on trial in this
case.” o

Mr. Ben-Veniste, said,
Sir,” and started to's ith|:
his questioning. [

This afternoon, the subject!
|[came up a third time. This time; |
it was William S. Frates, thé

chig; counse] for Mr. Ehrlich-
man,;who made the.objection.

“Wes are ‘nét trying former
iderrty, Nixon,” “Mr. Frates

Yes,

“Thdf’s been settled,” Judge

‘Sirica replied.

on the question or whether the|
trial should be continued

1 Christmas to ‘allow a
be taken from Mr.

n
Judge Sirica’s request DI
last Friday that M, Nixen
would not 'be physically able to
give a deposition at his home.in
California until Jan. 6.

On Monday, Mr. Frates asked
the court to release the jury for
,Christmas, if the evidence was
‘completed by then, and con-
fl%@ the case to allow himito
takea deposition Jan. 6. "

Today, attorneys for both Mr.
Haldeman and John N. Mitehell,
another defendant, made’ simi-
lar motions. T

Attorneys for another defen-
dant, Robert C,. Mardian,
however, filed a motion objects
ing to any continuance in ‘the
trial and any release of the jury

from sequestration.




