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Panel Says He Can’t Be at
“Triak Till Feb. 1&or Give
Deposition Till Jan., 6

AFFIDAVIT 1S CONFIRMED

Several Alfernatives Open
to-Sirica — Haldeman
| q‘n Witness ‘St"and

By LESLEY OELSNER
Speeiml to The New York ' ‘I‘.lmel

tially confirmed the affidavit
about his health that his law-
yers submitted to Judge ‘Sirica
on -Nov, 7.
Several Alternatives ,

At the trial today, as former
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell concluded his . testi-

|mony ‘in his own behalf and

another defendant, H. R. Halde-
man, the former White House
chief of staff, began what may
be several.days on the witness
stand, attorneys in the  case
suggesrted several possmble al-
ternatives.

One would be for Judge
Sirica to postpone isending the
case-to the jury for a verdicy
until- after a deposition had
been taken. Another would be
for Mr. Ehrlichman’s case to
be severed from those of his
co-defendants. Also, Judge Si-
rica ‘may decide that the.case
must go forward.

The Constitution guarantees
a defendant the right “to have

WASHINGTON N@v 29—A
court-appointed panel ‘of three
doctors reported to Judge John
J. Sirica today that.g’they did
not believe that former Presi-
dent Richard M. lehn would
the Watergarbe cover-up trial
before Feb. 16 and - that he
would ‘not be able to, testify by
deposition at  his honie until
Jan. 6. ‘

§he - domtors also maised the
possnbnhty that Mr, . Nixon
might Anot be able to‘[_;testin’y

Text of medical report

abpears on Page 17 £2)

even on these dates. 'I‘hmr esti~
mates;*they said, are “subject
to modifications. by unknown .
future« medical developments,”
and .are conditioned Mr.
Nixon’s continued recovery at
the present "anthpated rate.”
' Impact Uncertain’

The impact of ‘the rqmrt on
the trial, now in its ninth
week, will probably -not be
knovsm for several weeks Judge
irica had expressed the hope
that ﬁhe trial would be over by

al, A rica appomted
the three doctors t6 make their
'report at the' request of Mr.
Ehrlichman, - after Mr. Nixon’s
lawyers asked that the sub-
poena be' quashed on medical
‘|grounds. Mr. Nixon has also
been subpoenaed by the prose- !
cution, which ‘has res ]Jts
|case. .
The report y the doctors,
who:iexamined '"Mr. ‘Nixon in
California on Monday, substan-

"f Judge Sirica
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compulsory process for
ing witnesses in his favor

rds, to have the

“trial Judge 'produce, if possible,

the w1tnésses the defendann

plies, howe\?er, only to the ex-:
tent that it is possible to obtam'
a witness’s tes‘mmony

h ‘said this morn-;
ing that he would listen to any|
motions -on~the subject -this’
afternoon.:None of the lawyers|
made a motion, however.

‘Silent, ¢ on Plans

Wl.lham S. ‘Frates, Mr. Ehr-
lichman’s ,chlef counsel, de-
clined “to tell - reporters -if he
might'* hffer any motions later
in-the.trial, He said he still
comswdered Mr., Nixon’s testi-
mony “absoﬂutely indispens-
able™ (to Mr. Ehrlichman’s de-
fense and™ sthat he would not
contest the»a tors” findings.

iMr. Frates has alreadysaid
that he would be satisfied .with
a dep051t1on techmcajly, a for-
mal mtervmw of a witness by
lawyers in-the case, the results
of which can..be submxtted in
court as eyidence. He has sug-
gested,"that a deposition be
video-taped.

Also, Mr. Frates has indi-
cated that he will put on a
much Tlonger case than those
byrthe lawyers for Mr. Mitchell,

' Mr. Haldeman, former As,51st~

ant. Attorney» General Robert C.
"Mardian and - Kenneth - Wells
Parkinson;, who was an attor-!
ney for the Nixon 1e-elect10n
comrmttee

The doctorg on the panel ax;el
Charles A. Hufnagel of the
Georgetpwn . University Hospi-
tal, Richard.S. Ross of Johns
Hopkms Medlcal ‘School ' and
John A, Spittell’ Jr. of the|
Mayo Clinic, Dr. Hufnagel, the

panel’s chairman, submitted a:

two-page written report and
letter to. Judge Sirica, saymv

- the conclusions were unam-
mous.

‘Possible’ by Feb. 16

. The doctors said that it was
“difficult to predict with ac-.
curacy” when' Mr, Nixon might
be able to travel to Washing-
ton “witHout excessive risk.”
They said, however,
ery proceeds at the anticipated
réte, and -thére are no further
c omplications, we would esti-

ate that such a trip should
be ‘possible by Feb. 16, 1975.”

{They also estimated that Mr.
Nixon ‘might be able to testify

in .a c()uxrt;!f Cahforma by *
Feb 2 Wi g
The "doctors said that if a
Ideposmorn was taken, it should -
be done in brief sessions—one
‘hour in' the morning and oné in,
'the afternoon each day, wath
rest between the sesSions:’
;‘ “A physician should be in at-
tendan(:e to monitor Mr, Nix-
lon’ 3 condition,” the report also
sai

It did'not'explain the conclu-
sions, but did noté¢ that the doc-
tors had examined Mr. Nixon
and his records. Mr. Nixon’s
lawyer, Herbert J. Miller had
-requested; and Judge Sirica had
iagreed, that the medical records
be kept, confidential.

Mr. Mitcheil testified bneﬂy|
under . -cross-examination
Jacob A.Stein, a lawyer foa'
Mr. Patkinson. Mr. Parkinson
wals hired by the Nixon cam-

paign committee after the
break-in at Democratic head-|
quarters in the Watergate com-
plex on June 17, 1972, to handle|
legal problems arising from the
burglary. i :

Reported No Connection !

Mr. Stein elicited from Mr.
Mitchell the testimony that he
had told Mr. Parkinson that
there ‘was no connection be-
tween the committee and the
break-in.

Mr. Mitchell’s lawyers rested
their, case when he left - the
stand. It had, been a_brief de-
fense, consisting largely of Mr-
Mitchell’s testimony. A number
of lawyers in the case have
suggesteéd privately that the

.aminatién. by the chief prosecu-

leaning, forward and speaklng
[close- to the mocrophone, .

long and often tense cross-ex-

tor, James P. Neal;.on Wednes-
day had probably hurt Mr.
Mitchell’s prospects,

Mr. Haldeman followed him
to the stand. Like Mr. Mitchell,
he appeared confident. He
spoke in a more eager manner,

in’
contrast to Mr. Mitchell, who
had leaned back in his chair!
and occasionally swiveled the
chair from side to side.

Mr. Haldeman’s wife was in
the courtroom, watching her
husband intently and some-
times taking notes on what he
said. i

Much of Mr. Haldeman’s tes-
timony, glvsm in response to
questions by-his chief counsel,
John J. Wilson, was ‘a repeti-
tion of his testimony before the
Senate: Watergate committee in’

“If recov-.

1973.
There was, however, one ma-
jor difference — his testimony,

1abau.t the " meetmg on June 23,
1972, :six. ‘days after the break-|
in, in which he discussed with
offm]gls of the Central Intelli-
gence: Agency an on-going Fed-
eral Bureau of Investlgatlon
inquiry into Watergate. 3

At the Senate hearings, he
said that the meeting had been
profmpted by two things: the
F.B.L’s request to John W. Deamr
3d, the President’s counsel, for

“guidance,” and “a concern at

the White House that activities
which:had been in no way. re-
lated to Watergate or to the
1972 pohtlcal campaign, and
which were in the area of na-!
tional * securlty, would be com-
promised m the process, of the
Watergate _investigation and
the attendant publicity and po-
litical furor.”

Last. August, in the move
that precipitated his Tesigna-
tion from the Presidency, Mr.
Nixon released transcripts of
three. tape-recorded conversa-
tions.. between him -and  Mr.
|Haldeman on June 23.
| The transcripts and the tapes
'that were played at- the trial
‘show Mr. Nixon and Mr. Halde-
man discussing the political
problems that might result from
the 'F.B.I’s investigation. The
agency had begun an inquiry
into:money found on the-bur-
glars that might lead to bank
checks contributed to the cam-
paign committee.

Quotes Dean on Mitchell

Today Mr. Haldeman testi-
fied#that Mr. Dean had told
him'early on the 23d about the
checks. He said that Mr. Dean
told him that Mr. Mitchell had
suggested and Mr. Dean agreed
that the F.B.L be asked not to
pursue its investigation to the
point.«of "‘embarrassing” the
donors. [

Mr. Wilson has said: that the|
Haldeman defense. believes the
concern about the checks was
to prevent embarrassment to
the ‘contributors, of whom one.
‘was:a friend of Senator Hubert,
H. Humphrey of Minnesota, a
Democrat. )

The . prosecution contends
that the concern.was based onl
a fear that a tracing of the
checks would prove the con-|t
nection between the break-in|;
and the re-election committee. |t

‘Mr. Haldeman testified that, |
as the:jury had. heard, he tolc '
Mr. Nixon on the 23d evb:out"
the checks and about - Mr.
Mitchell’s and Mr. Dean’s feel-
ing that the F.B.I. inquiry
could ‘be curtailed.

[P ———y

‘as the jury had also heard,

He went on to testify that,|
Mr &leon had then “raised

‘problems, regardingt
? Mr. Nixon did this,
ft :

cording to, Mr Halde«man a

Picture of Haldeman pasted
on reverse side of story
by Lawrence K. Altman.
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!h‘e told the President about an-|
other factor Mr. Dean had men-
tioned earlier, that the F.B.L
‘thought the C.ILA. might have:
been involved in the break-in.

Mr. Haldeman said that Mr.
Nixon then gave him “general
instructions” regarding that
“area”—the instructions re-
garding what Mr. Haldeman|
wasto tell C.I.A. officials about
what those officials should tell
the F.B.I. about the need to halt
the inquiry. ) i

Mr. Haldeman also described)
ithe meeting he and' Mr. Ehr-
Jlichman had later that day with
iLieut. Gen. Vernon A. Walters,
ithe deputy director of the
C.LA., -and Richard C. Helms,
director of Central Intelligence.

General Walters has testified
that Mr. Haldeman directed him
to tell the acting director of
the F.B.L, L. Patrick Gray 3d,
that from a Mexican bank ac-
lcount—might jeopardize C.IA.
activities in Mexico, He also
said that Mr. Haldeman had
told him that the F.B.I. inquiry
i“ias leading to “important peo-
p e.!l .

Mr. Haldeman conceded that
he had testified incorrectly be-
fore two Congressional commit-
tees.about this meeting, in that
he had said that Mexico had
not been discussed. ‘

However, he contradicted
other aspects of the account
General Walters gave at the
trial—he said, for instance, that
he had not “ordered” General‘
Walters to speak to Mr, Gray,
only “asked” him to. And he
made no mention of telling
General Watlers about the “im.
portant people” involved.

' Mr, Haldeman contradicted
other prosecution witnesses ag
well. He will return to the stand
Monday.
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