Haldeman's i'estimony

Nixon's Orders for CIA

Washington

H, R. Haldeman testified
yesterday that President
Nixon “directed” that the
CIA De enlisted to stall a
critical early phase of the
Watergate investigation be-
cause he feared it might
compromise U.S. intelli-
gence activities abroad.

Haldeman, the Tformer
White House chief of staft,
was relaxed and confident
as
put by his attorney, John
Wilson. )

He readily admitted meet-
ing with top CIA officials on
June 23, 1972 — just six days
after the Watergate arresis
— to pass on White House
*concerns’’ that a full-scale
FBI investigation might
compromise sensitive intelli-
gence activities abroad.

He told how Mr. Nixon ex-
pressed those concerns to
him that day. Then, almost
as an alterthought. he said
of the President: *‘lle gave
me general instructions to
follow in the meeting, which
he directed me to have.”

A tape of the June 23 Nix-
on-Haldeman meeting,
played early in the trial for
the jury, showed Mr. Nixon
simply responding, *“All
right, fine,”” when Haldeman
passed along a suggestion
from John Mitchell and John
Dean that the CIA be enlist-
ed to keep the FBI from fol-
lowing the Watergale money
chain into Mexico.

Haldeman's testimony
was the first to indicate that
Mr. Nixon had indeed or-
dered the CIA to step in.

“Did you, at the time of
the CIA discussions or at any
time. have any intention to
obstruct the investigation ly
appropriate authorities into
the Watergate break-in”"
Wilson asked.

**No,
plied.

It was the June 23 tape,
which - seemed to indicate
Mr. Nixon's early involve-

sir,” Haldeman re-

he answered questions’

Former

Assembly  Speaker

I’ Velephoto

Moving Day

Bob Moretti o

wmaved yes erdav nito nis noew neme in Sac-

ramento.  Morctti,

who

represented  the

Van Nuys arca while in the Legislature, has
hirted he would like to head the state Re-

sources Agency

SN A NS AA A AN A A A AN A A A A A A A A

ment in the coverup. that
forced Mr. Nixon's resigna-
tion within a week after he
released it in early August

after supressing it for more.

than two years.

Haldeman said he didn't
vrder top CIA officials Richi-
ard Helms and Vernon Wal-
ters 1o bloek the FBI investi-
gation because it would not
have been appropriate,” but
merely . suggested they “re-
view™ the situation with act-

ing  I'B1  chief L. Patrick
Gray 111, '
Rebutting  point-hy-point

damaging testimony against

him by earlier witnesses,
Haldeman |, also  said that:
e lie never ordered uny

destruction of documents in
the Waterzate altermath
ond that he cannot remem-
ber heing told anyvthing had

been destroyed.

e lle never received any
wiretape reports but may
have been sent some materi-
al obtained by a political
Spy.

e llv was never told the
money paid the Watergate
burglars was to keep their
mouths  shut but  that the

cash was jor family support
and attorney’s fees.

e lle wus never told by |
deputy  Nixon campaign 1

director Jeb Stuart Magru-
der of Magruder's perjury
before the grand jury and
the original bugging trial.

Haldeman said he nevel
heard the phrase *Gem-
stone” -- the code name for

the.covert Watergate opera-
tion until long after the
June, 1972, break-in, and did
not know at the time that
the Watergate break-in team
had successfully planted. a
bug in Democratic head-
quarters in May, 1972.

“Whatever date it was,
and whatever degree of stic-
cess it did or didn't have. 1

didn’t . know about it,”" he
said.
The Watergate burglars

were attempting to correct a
malfunction in the wiretap
when police arrested them.
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