& iFormer Presig
in"the Watergate éoy
or in California, a panel
vesterday. nAN

three court-appoj@ed
doctors said Mr. Nixen

Doctors RepOﬂ |

should not even be gues-

tioned at his home for five

District Judge John J. Sirica
with a major problem,ince
estimates are that thepfrial
may be over by Chrigtmas
oon after. o B
» Sirica gave no hint yester-
day of what he will He
«has the option . of dis ssing
;" alysubpoena demandi@gj;;lv{r.
Nixon’s testimony or:some-
how delaying the end, ofthe
trial. Lawyers. said the. mat-
ter. will' be discussed
week. ;
‘A defense source indicited
there may be a request next

wge}; that the judge sepd the

jury; home a few days before
(¢

th;i;iéintrial in early January

. after a deposition is taken or

Mer. Nixon’s” questions and
apswers are recorded ‘on vi-
deofape. =

Itiwas considered unfikely

that; Sirica would adopt such

and reconvene

a course ‘because the jury

has’been sequestered — sep-
arated from “family and
news. accounts — since Octo-
: 'bex:;fl‘l. ’
fice he resigned the pres-
y August 9,

r. Nixon
wice been‘hospi@figed :

; | And such a deposit
, - doctors said, shoyl¢

-

ixon Unable

of doctors told the trial pudge
- “man, one of the fi¥e defend-

,ants in the Watergate cover-
up trial, and his testimony
was - also sought by some of
the other defendants, includ-
ing H.R. Haldeman, John
Mitchell, Robert Mardian
and Kenneth Parkinson.

The physicians’ panel,
headed by Charles A. Hufna-
gel, a cardiovasculafi‘f‘:sur-
geon at Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital, examined Mr.
Nixon at his home ‘in San
Clemente last Monday.

Without going info the

" medical reasons for thewr
unanimous opinion, the
three-doctors on the panel
said: ‘ '

e “Mr. Nixon is not pres-
ently able to travel'to Wash-
ington, D.C. to testify.”” The
doctors said  they couldn’t
predict when he could make
such a trip. but if there are
nG. further complications
they -estimate it “should he
possible by Feb. 16,1975,
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With-
out further complications he
may be able to testify in a
courtroom near his home by
February 2.

® Mr. Nixon is not.well
enough to give a depeosition
— @& sworn  question-
and-answer statement. With-
out further complications
“we would estimate that he
should be able to give a dep-
osition in his home by Janu-
ary 6> - o

o
61}

“in no more than"fwo’ daily -
sessions of no longer than

® Mr. Nixon isn’t v'able‘toj

- one hour each” :with' ade-

quate rest between sessions.

A physician sheuld be in
attendance to monitor Mr.
Nixon’s condition during the
taking of the deposition.”
the doctors said. In addition
to Hufnagel, the panel in-
cluded cardjovascular spe-
cialists Dr. Richard S. Ross
of Johns Hopkins University
Hospital and Dr. John A.
Spittell of ‘the Mayo Clinic in
Minnesota.

The doctors said they
spoke with Dr. Eldon Hick-
man, who operated on M..
Nixon’s leg on October 29 at
the Memorial Hospital Medi-
cal Center in'Long Beach,
Calif., and that the exam-
ined his records, X-rays and
laboratory data before mak-
ing their physical examina-
tions. )

“If required by the court,
the panel can submit " the
medical reasons and data
upon which it based its re-
port,” the doctors said
“This would involve specific
information regarding: his
condition, which we have
been instructed is confiden-
tial.””

William Frates, Ehrlich-
man’s attorney, said he was
prohibited by Sirica’s gag
rule from commenting on
the development,.

But he 'said he did not'plan
to challenge the report be-
cause “these are the finest
doctors in the world.” '

Sirica excused the™jury
early for the luncheon re.
cess ‘when he received the
report. The jury, which has
been sequestered, know s
nothing of the subpoena for
the former President.
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