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Nixon Checkup

Dciors Arrlve

Los Angeles :

The t}nee court—appomted
physzelans flew  here. yes-
ferday to! deterrmne Whether
former, President Nixon is
healthy enough to testify at
the Watergaté coverup trial.

Dr. Charles A. Hufnagel of
Georgetown University and
two other specialists were
appointed by U.S. District

Judge John J. Sirica as an-

independent panel to see if
Mr. Nixon can appear in
person or if it will be neces-
sary to take written deposi-
tions.

The timetable for examin-
ing Mr. Nixon is uncertain,
but it is possible that Hu.fna—
gel and the other two doc-
tors — Dr. John A. Spitell

J1 ‘of the Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minn., and Dr.
Richard Starr Ross of John
Hopkins University — could
begin their examination to-
day, Sirica has asked for a
report on Mr. Nixon by Fri-
day. 2>9 ~sv

Mr. Nixon, recovering from
phlebitis surgery and post-
operatlve complications, has
said he is not opposed to the
examinations, although his
personal physician, Dr. John
Lungren, said last week that
he could not imagine any
sort of physical examination
which would not endanger
the health of his patient.

Before leaving Washington,
however, Hufnagel did not
say that the three doctors

would necessarily perform a-
physical examination of Mr,
Nixon. He said records at
Memorial Hospital Medical
Center of Long Beach,
where Mr. Nixon had surg-
ery on his left leg, might be
sufficient to make a report
to Sirica.

Mr. Nixon, 61, was re-
leased, from Memonal Hos-
pital November 14. He was
in critical condition for six
days during his stay.

Mr. Nixon has been sub-
poenaed as both a defense
and prosecution witness in
the Washmgton D.C., cover-
up trial, at which some of
his formea' aides are de-
fendants.
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