‘ape Shows Nixon Asked |
Azdes to Help Protect Him
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 21-—The;
jury at the Watergate cover-up’
trial - heard today four more

previously undisclosed tape re-i

cordlngs of White House con-,
versations showing, among’
other things, that Richard M.
Nixon wanted two top aides
to help “put the wagons up
around the President” to protect
him from testlmony by a third
aide.

The tapes played at the trial,
culminating in those heard to-

Excerpts from Watergate
tapes are on Page 20.

Iday as the prosecution pre-
’pared to rest its case by the
’weekend provide a strong and
mcrxmmatxng jpicture - of - Mr.
Nixon’s role in the’ “Watergate |
cover-up. Mr. Nixon cannot be!
prosecuted for-that role’ be-
cause of his pardon Sept 8 byl
President .Ford.: -+,

The two aides Whose heip

Mr. Nixon sought on April 25,
1973, were John D. Ehrﬁchman

hls chief adviser on domestic
'matters and H. R. Haldeman,
the White House chief of Staff.
Both;; ;gre, among the five de-

fendants on;trial in the cover-
up case. ;i

The’ alde whose testlmony he
feared was John W. Dean 3d,
at that time the White House
counsel, who has since pleaded
guilty in the cover-up case ‘and’
has become a key Government
witness. At that point Mr. Dean.
had" just begun to cooperate
with the Federal prosecutors m-
vestigating the aftermath of the
break-in at the Democratlcl
headquarters in the Watergate
complex on June 17, 1972.

Mr.; Nixon, the tapes showed,
was ¢oncerned about one point
in particular, a conversation he|
had-with Mr. Dean on March
21,41973, in which he discussed
the so-called “blackmail” of e/
~Whlte House by the Watergate,
burglars and in' which he said
that money for the burglars
could be raised.

Mr. Nixon, the tapes showed,
was afraid that Mr. Dean might
Itell the prosecutors about that
‘conversatlon and’that he might
have his own tape recording of!
the conversation to back up his
testlmony

Mr Haldeman sald it was

Contmued on Page 21, Column 1
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;2 recorder. He pointed out

Mr.| Stein sou;‘ht to s
Mr. Hunt from “his prev
‘testimony, but Mr. Hunt
peated it more firmly than
fore ahd implicated Mr. P
son further. He said h
been informed that Mr. P
son'had said he had bee
1gnated as the person Wi
whom the Watergate burgll
were to deal. /
In anothe
James Neal,
cutor, read info. the record
dltlonal evidence, a. law fi

; ions; his tonne “was
rried and tense. But at times, |
Yy conversations:heard:|
arlier “at the trial, he ' ex-
*| pressed & faint bit of optimigm.
‘ ] evening ‘call’ to Mr.!
aldemiati, for instance, he was
. speculatmg about what was to
come, saying ANl right -bring

it out and flght it out-and yu I
]ee a bé&ly Goddam thing.”
& Change in Tone

RISE . Cagan W 3
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doubtfui%éﬂ\/[r Dean Rad ad:

at

Mr. Dean went to Mr. Nixon on

March 21 to “warn” him abottt
what was gomg on, He adde
that Mr. Dean had 7 robabl
been enormously" ‘surpris

by Mr. Nixon’s Stitement” to

him in the cé‘nif‘ersatlon e
“Of,"'you’ ‘know,“ well,” we i .

Lo sy, orney for Mr. Hunt, dis

gg;l:n :Léhe%ﬁey Mr. Hal- i}re I}-,Iunt memorandum

~Mr. Hunt in November, 1

“Yeah,” Mr. Nixon rephs% Jm Mr. Neal disclosed 18

“f t k that’s the: last t g; o that Mr. Bittman ha

he expected you to say,” yMrn turned over the mer

Haldeman went ‘on. ~ fum after denying for
“What did- he expect me sto

at it existed. -
say, wé: cant do it Mr NiXon |- -Attack on Procecuto ‘
responded TR I

The four; conversauons hear“f
today :showed . Mr: Haldemas .
and Mi#Nixon - discussing the . *7 ik
way %‘whxch the March Zf
conversation could be | ex—g
plame(,l .away should Mr. ﬁean i
testlfyeabowt it. Mr. Nixon! !
could §ay, as Mr. Haldeman, put /a long at

it, thatshe had been “pumping?’] “’fmg prosecutors, Mr. Neal ‘
Mr. Dean ‘Richard Ben-Veniste, ot !

The; a( planatlon that the wanous of Mr. McCord’s pre-
men de,ylsedﬂs substantially. o .;mous lawyers, including Ge ald
same explanation that Mr. ~Alch. Mr. ‘McCord has, h ‘
on gaye ‘the pubhc for mar%- on,c;-standmcr dispute with” Mr i

bly be und~erst‘oog and
as a cob a‘nd well

*§mmediately brough
q he letter he sent to J;

srandum today;was
’k on the two rank&
and|

’s Jawyers

eman
J ;

The lawyer,

months. Ich, and Judge Sirica mat%e }It :
: p:lear that.he did- not_ think g
deeotape IsﬁPlayed amuch of the memoranrdum, say- . Duitide the cou |
Also'on trial: Hefore! Jud ing that the charges in it “are|: man whas heard . "tellmg

John J.. Sirica in /Federal Dis:
trict Court on chdrges of coh
spmng ‘to obstruct the Water
gate Investigation are John' NI
Mitchell, former ‘Attorney Gen<:
eral and former-head of .. thq,
Nixon  re-election campaigny
Robert C. Mardian, a formet:
Assistant Attorney General,
,and Kenneth Wells Parkinson,}
a ' former lawyer for the @wea g
election campaign. X
“The tapes weré heard on ”a.
day marked by the playmg’"““bf

lenhoff, “it’s not funny,
. Mr. Mollenhoff, was
o reply, “I thought it
rious long before ‘you

ilikely to be_erroneous.” '
E The four tapes played today
"nclude one of a conversation| '
gtween Mr. Nixon and Mr,|"
Arlichman on April 19, 1973,

Mr.
rica pointed o;,}tz dld
at all.

V indbag’ Suggesf,gd

e conversation on.April
. Nixon agonized Wlth
htlichman-about what

_might tell the Fe al 7o

in Wthh “he

a'videotape of Mr. Hal Deman’s; 4 err. is
fbestnmon;) before the ’‘Senaté&l - ?h}e;esgf'g;fdégt m:;iiml?l?;e%g plam hat he: views -a§"* legal
Watergate committee in 1973 ¥ aides. V. % erro Judge Sirica. Heé 'said
and the disclosure of an a “In /the eccond conversat%m this iny today after ,Judge
parently unseliable memoxag o,u the (Ixnmg of April 25, Mr, Siriggiiove rode his  objection
dum to Ji j,_ge Sirica fro rlichiiign told Mr. Nixon ps' to, la‘ ng of the vidett
James W. fMcCord Jr., " the| ‘ely’ €onceivable” that Mr. Tolais It's forimyg g
Watergabes urglar 3 testimony could lead, to bﬁ"%a(;ligr ,,1% rsting at the ;
to Judge lution of impeachment
preak the ‘_§!aterg_; o case, groundfthatpyofl lé%n ¥ Later, .Tudlcre Sirica, a

T ppmn dho Ml gl T L Y

mber, oht? Mr. Ni replied i ) ’

the ]ury “the Novemch ) ght,” Mr. Nixon replied,, give? "bag another nag

uggests Hearing Tape

Ehrlichman then ,s,axd your T
n bag.p

t described as

committed a crime, x\[but ~.audience 1'031'3 Mf
that'he did not know whatiMr. Wil ﬁ ‘though; had’ a* ady
.N&ROH and Mr. Dean had sald retort. “We’ ve known each
it0.'each other. Other 50 ]On" I could h“

The only way that co éi ba 'NF 10 you,” he rema ¢
ded, /Mf. Ehrllchman« Jsaid. | he four tapes played Oday

r.-Nixon ir p ps| were the final ones of: atotal
“listen to the %ﬁte of 28 White House tape record-
{Iousé’ “tapes. ings-that the prosecution played
Mr. Ehrlichman has contend-| at the tr1a1 and the courtroom

was packed with spectators.’

+0f those:

O
; Mérk We

was

audip Xpert. Who
"ouﬂ%g ointed panel

technical  experts

Wl@sfé‘udfiﬁgm } |

Mr. -Weiss listened - to the;
tapes intently. Then, when, they
‘were finished, he walkedfrom
ithe courtroomv with ~a slight
smxle

was on.the
of six
who last

Asked why he was there he
replied, “I'm just here for the
show ” and hurried off. |

wmtjgr studied the 1814-minute
gap on another crucial tape
Irecording.




