\Vashington
A ‘deeply worried Presi.

dent Nixon was told in April;

1973, that John W. Dean’s
dlSClOSul es might lead to his
1mpeachment “on the
ground that you committed
a crime.” ;

Mz, Nixon eacted by
‘working out a story topro-
tect ‘himself.

“L-have got to put thewa-
gons up around the Presi-
~dent;?”” Mr. Nixon was heard
telhng top aide H. R. Halde-
man on a tape recording of
Apnl 25, 1973, played yester-
day ‘for the Watergate cover-
up *tmal jury.

Iromcally what seemed to
concern Mr. Nixon most was
that Dean might have taped
a conversation a month ear-
lier, on March 21, when they
dlsq:;assed the blackmail
moley demands being made
on the White House by con-
v1cted Watergﬁte burglar E.

The
lecordmgs None made pub-

Playing  of four
lic spreviously, ended: the
government’s use of tapes
as its chief witness against
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
man, John N.-Mitchell, Rob-
ert:C. Mardian and Kenneth
w. Earkmson —all charged
witht conspiring to cover up
White House involvement in
the Watercrate affair.

Dean, who had been the
Presldent’s counsel through-
out %he Watergate turmoil,
had gone to prosecutors ear-
ly in' April, 1973, to teH his
story

_on thi

. .the Presil»h
g B .3

In the first of thle
25 conversations play
the ]ury, Ehrlichma
Mr. Nu%on “I think
tirely . goncelvable t
Dean’ is totally out of
and if matters are not han-
dled adroitly that you could
get a reselution of impeach-
.ment in'the Senaté.”

Nixon said: “Thats
mght *

Ehrlichman continued:
*On the ground that you
committed a crime and that
there s«i‘s no other legal
process = available ta the
United' States peoplefother
than 1mpeachment
wise, you ‘have imj
from prosec ’tlon"

“nght » said Ml N
Ehrhchman hald

'Pre51dent sald th1s and the

¢ rresigent said that ... I

he only way, . hatl

nake ‘a’ jud” ment

think |
know

tually was sald th‘ '
maybe for Bob (Hal"
to do it or somebod
what was said in the:
then analyze how
threat it is.”

Mr. Nixon sent Haldeman
to listen to the March 21
tape, and the recording of
Haldeman’s report to. Mr. .
Nixon was played for the
jury.

“Well, I say though: \that

. we can get the mo@y,”

. Nixon said.
“Okay, but you dldn,fc do -
it,”’> Haldeman re«ghed

“You're drawing Dean-out |
on what he’s talkmg 'bout
hele

Mx Nixonz “You hage to
know exactly what he has.”

Haldeman “And th
clusion, in fact, was do
Ig “You cantdOLt £t

Nixon, w1th a Slgh re- -
sponded “It’s not a good

#
i

: mllhon dollars . . .

“on the bottle that®

u\mg to see how fal it Goes
. ... you do that all the
time but that doesn’t mean
that your statementis. .".”
The rest of the words are
umntelhglble

“I said a million dollars,”
Mr. Nixon responds. “With a
clemen-
¢y . W% that’s an incriminat-
ing thing. His word against
the President’s.”

Together the Pr esxden‘c
and Haldeman go over the
Hunt demand again.

“Yéﬁ said, ‘We could get
the money, we can get itin
cash: I know where. it eould

- be crdtten but the questmn is

who ‘ean handle it,” Halde-
man related ’ ]

Haldeman recalled f01 Mr.
Nixon that he had said that

. Dean’s major problem was

to control Hunt ‘because he
knows so much . . . you said
you've got to keep,the cap
uch . . .
either or let it all blow right
now.”’

Ml Nixon's response at
0t Was! " That's not

line for me at'that
is it? Political g:i‘ls it

vy N

1 come down.
Hadleman: “I don’t think
so. You're smoking him out
on what he thmks the;g{cel
natives are.’ o
Mr. Nixon:"Yeah.” !
Haldeman: ¢ Y 0 u re
pumping him.” .;';“
Haldeman told Mr. Nixon
that, he had told Dean that
he ‘was not sure. clerff;ncy
could be delivered for the
Watergate defendants; par-
ticularly not befme ‘the
1974elections.

“‘Dean said it may nmgxer
mvalve you,” Haldeman told
Mr. Nixon and added, ©
said yes and it woul
then. it’s wrong.”

Mr. Nixon ' respon
“That’s not bad.”

Haldeman again stresses
that the clemency never
happened and that Mr. Nix-
on would not be vulnerable
on’the point and Haldeman
suggests that, the Nixon
statement, “We've got to
keep the cap on the bvottle,
we’ve got to take care T}t)f
Hunt?” would
questmns

“You, may be pushmghnn
ind out:whether he
has set up a system of deliv-
ery and- all that, which he

“thing .

" years,

raise many

Naxdn i‘eﬁ%nds

| “What‘I'm really settinghup
. there, putting the best mgm
~ on a bad situation, is basie,

basically, I’'m saying ‘well,
get the money but we $h0ﬂﬁi
try to cut it off and so forth
but how do you do it.” £y

By then Mr. Nixon has
come around to the idea that
the cover story should be
that he was trying to draw
out Dean, “trying to get the
facts, thetruth.”

A few  hours after the
{March* 21 conversation, Hunt
received an envelepe with
$75,000. T wo days later
Hunt, who had pleaded
guilty ‘in the Watergate ‘al-
fair, was given a provisional
sentence of more than 35
later reduced to 2%

to 8 years. :

Toward the end of the con-
versation Mr. Nixon stiil
wasn’t clear on what he had
said no to in the March: 21
conversation. 1 said that’s
wrong, didn’t ‘I, wrong:on
clemency...,” he said. to
Haldeman.

“No, the chief of stafﬁjre
plied, “you said getting the
money was wrong.”’

That ‘phrasing caused both
Mr.. Nixon. in the last
months of his presidency,
-and Haldeman a great deal
of trouble. In public state-
ments. Mr. Nixon defended
the quotation by saying he
was referring both to clem-
ency and money for Hunt, In
one news conference he said
“I know what I meant.”.”

In fact on April 25, Halde-
man told Mr. Nixon that in
his hstenmff to the tape, “I
dor’t "~ think you felt thai
clemency was wrong. ltfﬁ’hk
you felt you had some justi-
flcatmn for clemency on
Hunt.” :

Again the President and
Haldeman talked about the
March .21 conversation and
Mr. Nixon said, “I have got
to put the wagons around

the President on tlus partic-
ular conversation.’

In early evening Mr. Nix-
on telephoned Haldeman
and :falked about the possi-
bﬂlty% of Dean’s havmg a
tape fecording.

Hal%eman tells Mr. Nixon
that %f Dean had no tape
recor"*ng he would have to
rely o chis own records and
Mr. Nixon‘replies, “On that
we ll destroy h1m It’s his

i1l be; a bloodyeGroddamned

. and we’ll szirv1ve

says, “Who the hell is going
to believe what he’s going to
say now and he’s saying it
now: for ;what. purpose? He’s
going to be of Gourse saying,

j e the President

Mr. Nixon said, “If he's
going: to have this pissing
contest ... . all right; bring
it out and tight it out and

, therefore I'm going to-
tell all.”

and some people you’'ll even
find (unintelligible) in Mis-
sissippi youwll find a haif
dozen people that'will be for
the President.” -

Asso: iated Press



