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Washington Post Staff Writer

A House subcommittee yes-
térday approved:a bill similar
to one passed by the Senateto-
protect and assure public ac-
cess to Richard M. Nixon’s
presidential tapes and papers: :

. The panel headed by Rep.
John Bradémas (D-Ind.) added
a section. creating: a commis-
sion ‘to make recommenda-
tions by March 31, 1975, for
permanent public policy on
the question of who owns the
official records of Presidents
and other federal officials.” It
has been traditional for Presi-
dents. to take :their papers
with ‘them ‘when' they leave
office, but there is no law:or
jcourt decision on'the ‘subject.
. The Nixon' bill: passed the
Senate six weeks' ago, in re-
sponse to a Nixon agreement
with the government ' that
would have given him control
of his records and raised the
possibility . that tapes and
other materials detailing his
role in Watergate mlght be de-
stroyed.

The agreement provided
that the tapes be preserved
for at least five years unless
Mr. Nixon died sooner, in
which case’'they would be de-
stroyed. The. agreement has
not been put into effect. A
suit by Mr. Nixon to put it
into effect 1mmed1ate1y has
been heard  in U.S. District
Court here and may be de-
cided scon. AN

The Brademas B111 whmh is/
to go to the full House Admin-
istration Committee’ El_lursday
and may reach thée~ House
floor early in December, - di-
rects the General Services Ad-
ministration to keep posses-
sion of all the Nixon tapes and
papers and forbids destruction
of any of them without con-
gressional approval

The measure .does not de-
cide ownership,. postponing

that decision unﬁl s

mission has made its study
The bill provides that if the
courts should rule that Mr.
Nixon is the lawful owner, the
government would pay him
just compensation but would
keep the records under its
‘power of eminent domain. -

The bill assures access to all
the Nixon records by the
Watergate special prosecutor
and other government agen-
cies. It also directs the GSA to
draw up regulations, which
could be vetoed by elther
House, providing public access
to Mr. Nixon’s Watergate ma-
terials and other ‘materials
tI;at are of “general hlstoncal
‘swmfmance ?




