Newui[ape--

Nixon Talks
Of Clemency

Washington

Former President leon "
planned "a pubhcxty buildup

to make it easier to grant '
executive clemency to E.'

. Howard Hunt Jr. on the day

" Hunt went ‘on trial for' the
Watergate burglary, accord-
ing toa White House tape
made ‘public for the first
time “yesterday.

“Hunt’s is a simple case,’
Mr. Nixon told Charles W
Colson, a special counsel
whg had interceded for
Huxrt a college frlend

‘We’ll build that son—
of-asbitch up like nobody’s
business,” Mr. - Nixon isaid.
5 “We'll have Buckley write a
. column and say, you- know,
that he, that he should Have
! clemency, if you’ve given 18
© years of serwcé A

The tapes of t]aai conver-
sation and : several othrers
were played for the Jury
yesterday ‘at the Watergate
coverup trial of former Nix-
on lieutenants H. R. Halde-
man; John D. Ehrlichman
andr John N. Mitchell : ‘and .
re-election committee aides |
Robert C. Mardian and Ken-
neth W. Parkinson.

More than two monthsaft-
er t,he Jan. 8, 1973, conv Sa-
tion and repeatedly theregf-
ter, Mr. Nixon denied that
he had -authorized clemency
to be offered to Hunt or any
other of the seven-man bur-

- glary team because, as he
told John Dean, “It wou]d be
wrong.”

Mr. Nixon’s talk with (‘o].
. son. was later in the after:,
noonion January 8, the first
day of jury selection for the
trialiof Hunt, G. Gordon Lid-:
dy, ,James W. McCord Jr. %
and four others charged in
the Water gate break-in and<
bugging. |
Three days later on Janu-‘»g'
ary 11, after the prosecution’
had outlined its case,nHunt
pleaded guilty to -all, six
counts. in the 1nd1ctment
against him. He Iater was
sentenced to 2% to eight
years i IS0

The conversation showed

on wanted to
mency because
of “information mvolvmg the
White House that he might
reveal at the trial and be-
fore investigating bodies: :
About two months earlier.
in November, 1972, Hunt had
demanded money from the
White House and threatenad
to tell some of the “‘seamy
things” he had participgted
in, including the burglary of
Daniel Ellsherg’s psychi-
atrist’s office, forging Viet-
nam cables to smear«#“t;hp
Kennedy adnmmstr::1@i on,
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and spiriting ITT figurePita
Beard out of Washington.

Mz, Nixon apparently had
b’ en told that Hunt would
plead guilty at Colsoms ur-
ging. However, that part of
the, conversation was unin-
telligible in the tape played

for the jury. Mr. Nixon is :

heard' saying, “I think sit’s
the right- thing for him tﬁado
Chuck.”

But Colson told Mr. N’i*xon
that McCord and Liddy
probably would go to trial
and- that the guilty plea of
the, others would be good be-
cause a lot of facts would
not come out.

Colson is heard telling Mr.
Nixon that “Liddy is kind ot
dumb, he said he didn’t
want any part of it” (a
guilty plea or clemency)

In a partial quotatm Mr.
Nixon 1s heard saym%that
he wa$ glad about that be-
cause, on a question of ‘clem-
ency, “Hunt’s is a sxmple
case. W,

This sequence then. tol-

lowed: - 5.

Nm@n: I mean, ° uh,
after all, the man’s wife is
dead, was killed; he’s%got

one child thathas. .. i

Colson: Brain damagé
from an autemobile acc1~
dent.

Nixoh:

like nobody’s business. we'll
have Buckley write a col-
umn and say, you know, that
he, that he should have

clemeﬁcy, if youw've glven 18

years of service.
Colsop : (unintelligible).-
1 ‘That’s what we’ll

t’fw ;

Colson: He served lﬁlder
Hunt in CIA, of course. (un-

) ble)

We’ll build, We’ll'
build that son-of-a-bitch Up

mgelhglb]e) ;
ixon: We’'ll (unintelligi-
them after. Th.a_t’s
that’s it. Let’s on the merits.
1, would have difficulty with

‘some of the others.
" Colurmmst William L.
Buckley Jr. was a long- time
friend of Hunt’s and had
served under him in the
9y *telhgence Agency

S
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Buckley reached in New
York said, “I don’t need to
be reminded to write a col-
umn urging clemency even
for sons - of - bitches, as Mr.
\H,X(m should know from
personal experience.”

The reference to Hun;,t’

cluld was to his daughier, :

Llszgq who suffered seyere

bram damage inan automo- .
" bile acadent when she. was

duve% to the Hunt home in
Potom@tc Md., from azwsﬂ;

Cto frlends in suburban Vir-

ginia.

In his book of memoirs
Hunt - wrote that her long
hospitalization created a tre-
mendous debt and hefthen
retired from the CIA after 21

years'to make more money
“in private life.

Colson had gone fo the
President on Hunt’s behalf
despite the urgings of other
White House officials that he
not, do. so. Former counsel
John.W. Déan remembered
that in a conversation on
April 15, 1973, when the Wat-
ergate” scandal was brea
ing, Mr. Nixon took hi
aside and murmured thath
shouldn’t talked about C‘l&p‘l
ency with Colson.

The Hunt demands for-
money, termed blackmail by .
the White House, and the .

questwn of clemency prom-
ises to him were the focus of
much controversy in the
Watergate case.

Early in the January 8
conversation Mr. Nixon told
Colson:

“I know it’s tough for all
of you, Bob, John and the
rest. We’re just not gomg to
let it get us down. This is a
battle, it’s a fight it's war
and we just fight w1th a lit-

tle . . . we’ll cutthem down
one of these days.”

Colson expressed at that -

point the hope that not too
much would come. out to
damage the Nixon presiden-
cy at the original Watergate
trial.

Mr. Nixon, looking ahead

. States_‘and .
‘ dent fmlshed the Srentence

apparently to congressional
investigations of the scan-
dal, told Colson ‘“‘as long as
this frial is going on, the
Congress will keep its god-
damn cotton pickin’ hands
off that trial.”

He told Colson that all of
the. defendants in that trial
undertook the burglary
“knowing the risks.” -

The jury, which will hear
tape recordings for most of

. the rest of the government’s
' case, also heard arecording

of a conversation between
Mr. Nixon and Haldeman in
the Oval Office on March 20,
1973. That was before Mr.

Nixon said he had been told
the whole story of Watergate
by Dean.

In the March 20 conversa-
tion Haldeman told Mr. Nix-
on that he was convinced
prosecutors were going after
Colson ‘because ‘‘they think
he’s the highest guy ‘they
can get (omn criminal
charges) in the White House
and Mitchell on the out-
side.” :

“‘He’s: the attorney general
of the United States,” Mr.
Nixon “replied, and Halde-
man began, “As the attor-
ney general of the United
” The Presi-

Thie President’s. cam-
paigx; ‘manager. That’s pret-
ty goddamned bad.”

Haldeman then warns that
-after'the two top men were
accused, ‘‘You start working
your “way back down that
chain’ again and maybe you
can’t turn it off somewhere

Later in the conversation

‘Haldeman tells the Presi-
den th-at investigators
would discover ‘“Mitchell

‘was Clearly aware and fully
aawane of the Liddy intelli-
: gence operation. No quebtmn

, “But
not of the specific
Haldeman: “But maybe
,0f the specific act.”
litchell has denied that
authorized the Wat-
g»lary.‘

 Associated Press



