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Flanigan won’t be a

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Ford withdrew yester-
day the controversial nomi-
nation of Peter Flanigan to
be ambassador to Spain.

He acted at the request. of

Flanigan, who told Ford in a
letter dated yesterday that a
long d-elay in his confirma-
tion “would not be in the
best interest of your rela-
tions with the Congress nor
the country’s relatmns Wlﬂ‘l
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Ford, in a “Dear Pete”
letter, told Flanigan: -

“Although 1 fully under-

. stand the selfless reasons

which led to your decision it
is nevertheless with reluc-
tance and deep regret that I

“accept your request.”

mbassador

to Spain--at his request

The nomination of Flani-
gan. who was an advisor to
former president Richard
Nixoun on international eco-
nomic affairs, had generat-
ed controversy over his in-
volvement
tional Telephone & Tele-

in the Interna--

‘graph antitrust case. He re-

ceived charges that he
helped large campaign con-

tributions to get appoint- -

ments as ambassadqrs. ;

Flanigan, 54, denied ahv
wrong- doing or improprie-
ties in testimony given the

Senate For eign Relatmns

Committee at his confirma-
tion hearing. His nomination
died in October under Sen-
ate rules with the adjourn-
ment of Congress,

. Flanigan, in his letter to
: Ford referred to the contro-

1

‘versy. He sald -Whﬂe he be-
lieved his record as a White
House aide and director of

_the Council on International
‘Economjc Policy would

bring him Senate supgut

“Given the current politi-
cal climate,” Flanigan said
he decided he could best
serve the President “by ask-
ing that you not resubmit
my ‘nomination.”




