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Of Stock Manipulation C hak ves

RENO, Nov. 14 (AP)—A Fed-
ral judge’s dismissal of con-
spiracy and stock manipulation
charges against Howard R.
Hughes, the billionaire indus-
trialist, and three other persons
has ended a court battle of al-
most a year.

Judge Bruce Thompson of
United, States District Court
said in an order dismissing the
indictment yesterday for the se-
cond time that “we can find no
statute or regulation which ren-
ders the alleged conduct of the
defendants criminal.”

Attorneys for the four defen-
dants had argued that the in-
dictment was unclear and failed

“Ito state an offense.

Judge Thompson said that the
dismissa] of the criminal indict-
ment did not preclude civil ac-
tion against the defendants.

M1 The men who were indicted

with Mr. Hughes by a Federal ever enco
grand jury in Las'Vegas on July M1 The dismissal,

30 were Chester Davis,
chief counsel for Mr. Hughes’s

Summa Corporation; Robert M.

b
Maheu, the former hea,\d%'of Mr.
ughes’s holdings in Nevadé; and
David Charnay, head of’ Four
Star roduction in Los Angeles.
M1 The four-count indictment
charged the men with conspira-
cy, & stock anipulation; wire
fraud and aiding and abetting
illegal activities in onnection
with Mr. Hughes’s acquisition|
of Air West airlines in 1968.

M1 The grand jury returned the
indictment one day aftér it said
it ould not return\an indictment
and seven hours before the
Government ould have run out
of time to file charges against
Mr. Hughes.

M1 Similar indictments were,
returned by the jury six months
earlier, ut they were .thrown
out by Judge Thompson, who
lcalled” them “the worst’ ase of
criminal proceedings
untered.”
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hoWever,

the gave the Government six more 1

months in which o bring a new‘
indictment.



