i e e~~~

- .~ N T N NS L T S N S N N N N N e N N = = = = -

e~ -

- $FChronicle

acT 31 1974

Ziegler Statement'

Nixon 'Almost Died’
After His Surgery

C onvditiéh
Still Liste_d '
As C ritiCaI

Long Beach

Former President Nixon

“almost .died Tu esday o after

going into " 'shoek “following
surgery for phlebl’cls his for-
mer White House press sec
retary said yesterday,',‘;k ‘

“There is no doubt that we.
almost lost President Nixon:

yesterday afternoon,” Ron-
ald Tat:

the hospital where Mr. Nix-
on is being treated. -

Mr. Nixon’s doctors have
side - stepped- questmns as
to. whether his: life was in
danger during the’crisis on
Tuesday. He remained on
the critical list yesterday.

Dr. John Lungren, Mr.
Nixon’s personal physman
said the former president
has shown improvement. He
said internal bleeding, which

triggered the shock, hasap- ' .

parently stopped. .-

Lungren
though Mr. Nixon’s: vital

signs are stable, it is too .
early to make a prognosis

on his condition. = =«

Ziegler said, “I know that

President Nixon has not lost
the will to live . .. he’s a
man’' of great strength and
great courage, and~ he will
pull out of it.” ‘

Ziegler daid Mr Nixon’s
condition after he went into
“ygscular shock”  — col-
lapse of blood circulation —
for three hours was so seri-
ous that “Ii ‘think it’s fortun-
ate that President Nixon
was in the intensive care

Ziegler“#old an im-
promptu news conference at

said that al- |

T

unit.

“It’s - also fortunate: that ;

the doctors were handy and
could go through the neces-

sary procedures to deal with
the President’s -condition,

and pull him out of what"
was . . . a very-serious con-
dition.”

+ The 6l-year-old former

president was said to be ex-

periencimg restlessness and

receiving  medication for

pain and.occasional nausea.

‘He was also taking nourish-

ment and antibiotics intra-
venously. Ziegler said Mr.
Nixon received blood trans-
fusions yesterday morning.
Lungren said Mr. Nixon
received- three pints of
blood .to counteract shock’
and internal bleeding, and
~“several more units are]
-bejng held in reserve for
him.” ¢

Mr. Nixon continu-es under

~ the care of specially trained

" internsive care nurses, said

Lungren, adding: “All@mer-
gency resusc1tatmn
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ment for any contmgency 1s’

at his bedside.” ,
He said Mr. N1xon s heart

activity and blood volume
were being monitored- con--

tinuously. A tube was being
used to prevent swelling of
Mr. Nixon’s abdomen be-

cause Mr. Nixon could not =

move his bowels as'a side-
effect from the bleeding, a
hospital spokesman said.

Anti-coagulation thérapy-—
clot-fighting ‘drugs that made
Mr. Nixon prone to the

" bleeding which sent him into
shock — was discontinued.. .
Lungren said it~will:not be

begun again “witil we feel
safe that bleeding from sur-
gery is not-a danger.”
Lungren’s remarks were
in a three-page statement

" More Nixon news
on Page 13

read to newsmen by a
spokesman for Meémorial
Hospital Medical Center of

~Long Beach.
‘Mr. Nixon had been taking "

anti-coagulants for weeks to
reduce further blood clotting
in his left leg. The clot’rmg
was induced by phlebitis, a
vein disorder.

During the surgery, a
one-inch -plastic clamp re-
sembling a clothespin with
teeth was attached to a vein
in Mr. Nixon’s groin to keep
leg clots that might break
loose from traveling to Mr.
Nixon’s - heart or lungs,
where they could cause

~death or serious injury.

him to visit Mr.

. Theseriols - comiplication

will* probably lengthen Mr.
Nixon’s stay in the hospital.
After surgery, Lungren had
said “the former president

“would - return to his ' San

Clemente villa within a
week to convalesce for four
to six weeks.

 Ziegler. said’ Mr. Nixon’s
wife Pat and daughters  Tri-
cia and Julie, who flew here
Tuesday night, are staying

.at a private residence near
“the hospital on the adv1ce of

Lungren.

President Ford will be in
Los Angeles for a campaign

-appearance tonight, but a

White House spokesman has
said thele are no plans for
Nixon.
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