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Surgery for Clot

Nixon Emergency
--Condition Critical

Shock
Follows .
Operation

Long Beach

Former President Nixon
went into shock and was
placed on the critical hst at
Long Beach Memorial Hos-

' pltal yesterday, six# 'hOLIlS
after undergoing surgery in-
tended to block the poten-
tially fatal movement of
blood clots into his lungs or
heart.

Hospital spokesman Nor-
man Nager said, “‘The doc-
tors  are fighting for that
man’s life.”

Mr. Nixon had been ‘‘rest-
ing comfortably’” alter the
operation, which began at
9:30 a.m. and lasted a little
more than an hour, when he
“suddenly went into vascu-
lar shock’ at 12:45 p.m., the
hospital reported.

Mr. Nixon’s personal phy-
sician, Dr. John Lungren,
said a team of physicians
and intensive care nurses
immediately started to ad-
minister countershock meas-
ures and three hours later
“a stable vascular condition
was once again restored.”

But Lungren said that Mr.
Nixon’s condition last night
was ‘‘still considered criti-
cal.”

Lungren added that a
team of surgeons and nurses
would remain with Mr. Nix-
on throughout the night.

He said that “‘this serious
complieation” which devel-
oped after the operation was
probably caused by ‘‘some

retro - peritoneal bleedmg
secondary to anti-coagula-
tion therapy s :

To counteract the bleed-
ing, Mr. Nixon was given
blood transfusions while
.anti-coagulant therapy was
relaxed, Dr. Lungren said.

The quantity of transfu-
sions was not revealed.

Treatment of Mr. Nixon’s

" kind of shock usually in-

volves giving massive
amounts of blood — from
seven to nine pints.

Telephone calls from
across the nation were flood-
ing the switchboard at the
hospital vvﬁ:h “nthLe callers of-

fe'*f'lm7 their’ pex‘tsonal *hest
wishes and sympaﬂners,”
said a hospital spohesman

The spokesman said‘many
callers offered to' 'donate
blood to the former Pres1~
dent. /

Just after the seemmgly
routine surgéry, Mr. Nixon
had been described by, the
hospital as *“doing well’’ and
“resting comfortably”’ -and
making a normal recovery.

Mr. Nixon’s wife, Pat, and
his secretary, Rose Mary
Woods, were at the hospital
during the operation. Mrs.
Nixon was waiting for her
husband when he came out
of surgery and remained
with him during the day.

‘The Nixons’ -younger
daughter, "Julie Eisenhower,
flew to Southern California
from Washington, D.C., to
be with her father.

Tricia Nixon Cox, the Nix-
on’s other daughter, said
garlier in New York City
that she planned to fly to the
hospital.

Premdent Ford le; “med of

speech; in" Gran
Mich. He said,*I am deerply

coneerned -about the former:
! health and I
complete Tecov-

California Governor Ron-

- ald Reagan was informed of

Mr. Nixon’s sudden turn for
the worse as he arrived at a
political reception in New-
port Beach, Calif;, last
night.

“Maybe that’ll satisfy the
lynch mob,” the governor
snapped. \

Mr. Nixon had said before
he began his hospital treat-,
ment for phlebitis that he |
had a premonition thatif he
ever went into a hospital he |
“would never come out alive.

The operation on the 61-
year-old former President
was designed to keep blood
clots ‘from moving into his
lungs from diseased veins on
his lower left side. .

The simple operatlon car-
ried out by Dr. Eldon Hick-
man and two assisting sur-
geons, lasted a little more
than an hour.

The operation wa$ hur-
riedly-set up after a test late
Monday showed a'new blood
clot in Mr. Nixon's Teft iliac
vein. octors had not known
aboutf t}hls partlcular clot be-
Lore. T

The iliac vein connects the
femoral vein in the thigh to
the ferior vena cava vein in
the abdomen. Thevena c ava
carries blood to the heart.

Previous- tests had re-
vealed a large clot in the
deep femoral vein of thefor-
mer President’s left thigh
and doctors were very con-
cerned that it would break
loose and travel to the heart
or lung area, where it could
cause rapid death.

- But when the test Monday
disclosed there was another
large blood clot even closer
to the lungs than the onein
- his. thigh, Drs. Lungren and
Wiley Barker, along with
Hickman, decided to operate
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as soon as posible.

In the operation, Hickman
—. a vascular surgeon —
placed a small plastic de-,
vice called a ‘‘Miles clamp”
on Mr. Nixon’s left iliac vein
just® above the newly found
clot.

Like a clothespin on a gar-
den hose, the Miles clamp
sqlieezed Mr. Nixon’s, vem
and partially closed it. -

"Clots, being larger than
the' now-reduced passage-
way in that segment of the
vein, will be  blocked, but
blood will still be able to
flow through the restricted
area - to reach Mr. Nixon’s
heart.

‘The Miles clamp is about
‘one INCH 10Ng] & quarter of
an inch wide and weighs less
than"one-tenth of an ounce.
It will remain inside Mr.
Nixon as long as helives,

Lungren ‘Mz, Nixon’s per-
sonal phymcxan, said the
clamp should end once and
for sall 'the:hazards of clots

‘ from the former President’s

thrombophlebltles - troubled .
left leg. |

‘Whatever is at the root of
the deep vein disease in the
former President’s left leg,
it does not appear to be .
present: m his right leg.

A series of tests have
shown the veins in that leg
to be/free of the inflamma-
tion “and clots that have
characterized the left one.
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