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J awqrski Tells of ‘First Hint on Nixot

‘The Washington Star-News

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22—
Less:than two months after he
became special Watergate pro-
secutor, Leon Jaworski reached
the conclusion, he says, that
Richard M. Nixon was involved
/in the Watergate cover-up.

That conclusion, Mr. Jawor-
ski indicated in ah interview
|yesterday, colored his thinking
during most of his term 'in
office and helped in two of his
most crucial decisions: the
‘naming of the former President
as an unindicted co-conspirator

when the cover-up indictment]|:

was returned and ‘the pursuit
of the tape recording that ulti-
‘mately forced Mr. Nixon's res-
ignation.

The conclusion was reached
in flate December, 1973, only
two months after the so-called
“Saturday night massacte,” in
which his predecessor, Archi-
‘bald Cox, was dismissed by
President Nixon because he,
too, wuld not drop his quest
for the tapes. - ’ o

What prompted Mr. Jawor-
ski’s suspicion of Mr. Nixon,
which he maintains has. now
been confirmed, was his initial
review of those same tapes. .

“What first raised my belief
that there was culpability on
his part waswhen I listened to
the{March 1 tépe in late De-
cember,” Mr.-Jaworski said.

Haig—Tpld of Suspicion

Mr. Jawprski said he was in
regular touch last fall with
Gen. Alexander M. Haig. Jr.,
|Mr. Nixonls chief of staff. It
was General Haig who in late
October persuaded Mr. Jawor-
ski to takel the position vaca-
ted by Mr. Gox, and Mr. Jawor-
ski wag sworn in on Nov. 5.

After listening to the tapes
obtained thtough Mr. -Cox’s
subpoena of the previoug July
Mr. Jaworski “said, he reached

General Haig™ “%‘ old him
that the March e, plus
some othetsinfofmation we had

from other sources, caused me
great concern, and I suspected

W

his Mr. Nixon’s culpability.” |an

1973, tape recordin,

cuss ways to keep the Water-

‘ ~|gate affair from engulfing the|ca
White House and that the Gen- protest around the country. In
eral ‘had checked out its ram- response Mr. Nixon, in a dem-

ifications. “He said he had been|on

say who it was—that it did notl up
constitute  culpability,”  Mr.|po
Jaworski said. on

was no doubt in his own mind,|do

d he advised General Haig at

Mr. Jawroski said that Gen-|that point “to consult with the
eral Haig already kpew-of-the|best criminal attorney  he
contents of that &arch 2T |could  find” rggﬁding‘ Vthe
—in which/meaning of the March 21 tape.
Mr. Nixon and. two aides dis-| A Period of ‘Cooperation

The dismissal of Mr. Cox
used a massive outcry of

stration of cooperation with

advised by counsel—he didn’t|the special prosecutors, gave

the tapes Mr. Cox had sub-~

enaed. In addition Mr. Nix- -

voluntarily gave Mr. Jaw-

But Mr. Jaworksi said there orski a number of tapes and

cuments.
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