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Talks With Nixon

A Ford Pledge of
Tape Dlsclosure

Question
Of Role in

Pardon

Washington

President IFord savs he
“would be delighted” to
make ‘public any tape re-
cordings of conversations
between himself and former
President Nixon before Mr.
Nixon's resignation.

The - President expressed
his willingness — assuming
only that there would be no
legal difficulty with the Wat-
ergate special prosecutor -
in - an impromptu mterwew
with five pool reporters
aboard Air Force Ona Satur-
day nightyas he returned
from a day“of campaigning
in North and ‘South Carolina
and Kentucky. ‘\/q oet

Under White House rules.
the interview was not to be
made public until late yes-
terday.

It is not known whether
any  such Ford-Nixon tapes
exist that would shed light
on the September 8 pardou
or on any other possibly roll
Mr. Ford may have played
in circumstances leading to
the resignation of Mr. Nixon
on August 9.

But the question came up
last Thursday when the
President testitfied before a
House judiciary subcommit-
tee on his reason for the par-
don, and he did not answer
it.

The automatic tape Sys-
tem installed in the Nixon
White House was disclosed
by White House aide Alekan-

. cifically

RHTHIH IS

der P. Butterfield at the
Senate - Watergate commit-
tee hearings on July 16, 1973,
and reportedly was disman-
tled ‘shortly thereafter.

On a Sept. 15, 1972, White.
House tape already made.
public, Mr. Nixon suggested
to then-White House counsel
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John W. Dean III that then.,
House Minority Leader Ford
be asked to solicit the help-

of Representative William
B. Widnall (Rep-N.J.), a
ranking member
House Banking Committee
headeéd by Representative

Wright Patman (Dem-Tex.),
" to steer the Patman commlt-'
‘tee away from a Watergate

inquiry. Any Ford-Nixon
tapes conceivably could
shed light onthat matter.

Mr. Ford was asked spe-
about making
Ford-Nixon tapes public last
Thursday by Representative
Elizabeth
(Dem-N.Y.) during his testi-
mony. The question was one
of a volley that Representa-
tive Holtzman posed, with-
out waiting for reply.

The President said aboard
Air  Force One Saturday
night that he wished hehad
had an opportunity toan-
swer the questions, but said
she didn’t give him a
chance. “She didn’t ask
them ” the President said,

“she just recited them. I
would have been delighted
to answer any of the others
if T had time.”

Mr. Ford said he did not
wish to interrupt and appear
rude 0 Represensative
Holtzman but felt obliged to
interrupt once, when she
asked about a deal on the

of. .the -

Holtzman-

pardon, to ca‘oegorwally say
ere had been’ none

Asked whether he beheves i
Congress should be satisfied | -

with his responses on the!
pardon,
done primarily to focus na-
tional attention on more
pressing matters, the Presi-
dent said: “I don’t know,
but Congress had its oppor-
tunity and I really believeI
answered any questions . . .
I certainly answered any-
thing they asked . .. I cer-
tainly hope it has (satisfied

them). [ don’t know what ;
more they would want th*i
know.”’

Asked whether any con-
servative Republicans had
asked him to withdraw the
nomination -

dent, Mr. Ford replied:
wouldnt say anyhody sem— _
ously.” (One Republican;.
Senator William Scott of Vir-
ginia, has publicly called for
that ‘action). “I’m still con-
vinced he would make g
good’ vice president.”” Mr,
Ford said.

He said he sees no conneL—
tion™ between the nomma-
tion’s difficulties over Rock—
efeller’s huge gifts “t'o
friends, employees am.d
charities, and a post-Water-
gate heightened sense of
public morality.

‘‘Watergate was a cover-
up,” the President said.
“Everything that’s come out
about Nelson Rockefeller
has been open ... It’s a
pretty stringent standard
(required for confirmation).

-1 ought to know ... One
" can’t help but wonder how

many people on either side
of the aisle can undergo this
kind of scrutiny. It’s pretty
rugged . . . I know how he
feels. I had the same de-
lay.™: B

Tﬁe President said *“I

which he said was

of Nelson A
Rockefeller to be vice pres;'— ‘

wouldn’t think” the delay in
Rockefeller’s confirmation
would affect his plans to go
to Japan later this year, be-
cause he expects Rockefeller
to’be confirmed by then.

Congress will take up the
nomination again after it re-
turns from the November 5
election recess. Mr. Ford is
seheduled to visit Japan No-
vember 18-22.

MI Ford sought to knock
down specula'uon about im-
minent changes in the cabi-
net he inherited from Mr.
Nixon. ‘I haven’t told any-
body on my staff about cabi-
net changes,” he said, and if
anyone has been sp1ead1.1c
rw,mors it would have to be
“either somebody outside
who alleges they’re influen-
tial” or a lower-echelon statf
person.

Mr. Ford expressed conli-
dence in the calming of the
Boston school desegregation
crisis and defended his re-
fusal to send in federal
troops. “‘What was done by
the .governor (Francis Sar-
gent) apparently eased the
situation, he said. “I don’t
think us sending in the 82nd
Airborne Division would
have done any good : . .=

“We followed the right de-

cision. It seemed to work,”
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