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Watergate Co overup

-‘Blame on Nixe

Ex-Adviser
Claims He
Was ‘Used’

Washmgton

John. D. Ehrl,whman/
opengd his defense 'a.t ‘the

terday by placmg the blame
for the coverup and for his
own disputed actions square-
ly - upon former Pr esident
Nixon.,

The former presidential
adviser told the . jury,
through his lawyer, William
S. Frates, that Mr. Nixon
had,, covered up the Water-
gate affair ‘“to save hlsown
neck o

Frates also told the ]ury
that: Ehrlichman had been
“had” by Mr. Nixon.

“It’s not easy for ‘John
Ehrlichman to- 'make
charges against a man he
gave six years of hi§ life
0,” «Frates- said in a long
and often impassioned open-
ing statement to the jury of
nine women and three men.

Frates said he was telling
the jury for Ehrlichman
what the ‘facts’” were:
“Richard Nixon decelved
misled, lied ‘to and used
John Ehrhchman to cover
up his own knowledge and
actions.” i

Frates said Ehrlichman
had repeatedly urged Mr.
Nixon to disclose the facts
about Watergate, “as known
to Mr. Ehrlichman,” “start-
ing soon after the break-in
at the Democratic headquar-
tersqoon June 17, 1972, and
continuing for months. .

“Over and over agam
Frates said,” M. ‘Nixon,
“who ‘had the full story,”
withheld it from Ehrhchman

gatey. e said toorthat. Ben-
Veniste ‘had taken some of
Ehrhchman 's comments in
those / conversations out of

Fra@gg also quoteﬂ from
various other portions ‘of

By

and “prevented”’ Ehrhcﬁ“
m a 'Tecommendahons
for dlsclosure

Frates, a Miami 1awyerw
who has represented one’ "of |
Mr. Nixon’s closest friends,
Charles G. Rebozo, sought to
prove_ his point by quoting
from ‘a’ variety of presiden-
tial conversations, some pre-
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< John.” “he “quot'ed Mt

Nixon as sayrng to Ehrlich- ;
man on April 30, 1973, “you

have been my conscience,
but T didn’t follow your ad-
vice. It’s all my fault. Iif I'd
only followed your advice,
‘we: Wouldn’t be in this situa-
tion.’

April 30 was the day Ehr-
lichman and ome of his four
co-defendants in the case, H
R. Haldeman, resigned ’ as
Mr. Nixon’s chief Whlte
House advisers.

Flates,. his voice some

times rising to a shout, also

attacked the credibility, of
John W. Dean III, the Presi-
dent’s - former counsel, Low
the President’s chief aceus-
er, -and, according- to
Frates, the source of most of
the prosecution’s allegations
about Ehrlichman. ‘

He gave his opening state-
ment a day after Richard
Ben-Veniste gave the prose-
cution’s statement of the ev-
1dence ‘it mf;en(fed to present

’ agamst Ehrlichman, Halde-

man- and:the three others
charged in thdfeoverup. con-
spiracy — Robert C. Mardi-
an, a former assistant attor-
ney general and political co-
ordinator for the Committee
for the Re-Election of the
President; Kenneth W. Par-
kinson, an. attorney hired by
the committee after the
break-in, and JohnN. Mitch-.
ell, the former attorney gen-
eral who headed the 1972

these conversatiofi§ — eiting
both. alleged statements; bv ]

thers tiot.
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'-ehrllchman Puts

le n re electron effort.

5 ardlan, thlough his at-
torney, also opened his de-!
fenge yesterday.

He took a quite different
tack, saying that he was ac-
tually “peripheral” to the
case; and that the govern-
ment had mno business
putting him in it.

His lawyer, David G.
Bregs, told the jury that
Mal;dlan was ‘‘draggedin at
the ‘tail end of an extensive ‘
congpiracy indictment.” In .
an éven longer and some-
times as angry and intense a -
statement as Frates’, .Bress
pomted out that the indict-
ment referred to Mardlan\
only. a. few times. Then, in|
great detail, Bress gave the.|
jury.an item-by-item rebut- |
tal of what the 1ndlctment'
alleged )

Jacob A -Stein, 1awyer for‘
Parlgnson
opening

statement this

morning. William G. Hun-:

" dley and Plato Cacheris, at-

- torneys for Mitchell, and
J ohn J. Wilson and Frank H.
Strickler, attorneys for
'Haldeman have chosen to -
glve their
ments after the prosecution
has presented its evidence.

*Prosecution lawyers ob-
jected a number of times to |
defense statements, mostly |
contending that the defense
counsel were “argu:i’ng law”
to the jury.

" U.S. District Judge John
J Sirica raised some objec-
tions of his own, as when
Frates told the jurors that
. they aredeciding whether

Ehlhchman goes fo Ja11 The
judge said that thisi improp-
erly raised the issue of sen-
tencmg

But, 'generally, he brushed
aside the prosecution com-
plaints., Ben-Veniste, ‘he
said, did some “argumg” of
his own,on Monday. .

Beyond that. the judge

is to give an; i

opening state- -

told the dawyers it is impors
tant* that the jurors get all
the, 1nformanon they cam

“Let the truth comy
once and for all’ mth‘, s mat-

" ter,” he said. g s

Sirica presided ovér the
original Watergate: trial in
Jangal y, 1973, stemmiing
from® the prosecution of the
five men caught in the Dem-
ocratic National Headquar-
ters in the vVatergate com-
plex ‘and  twi ":_‘Lo‘cher men
working directly with the
burglal“s on the scheme.

‘Various witnesses alleged-
ly ‘perjured themselves at
 the first trial, and that, per-
Jur, is one of the elements
of the coverup consplracy
with' which the defendants in
this case are charged.

‘‘There’s never been a
case like this in the history
of the country,” Sirica told

' the wattorneys  and .others

jammed into his ecourtroom
vesterday, quickly adding,
with lawyer-like caution, “‘or
at least in this jurisdiction.

This time, he wenton, the
tru;:h “will come - out — I
thmk’ ;

@ne of the centrglr ques
tions in the case is the role
that' Mr. Nixon played in the
conspiracy,

Mr Nixon is notadefend-
ant - for#wo reasons; first,
when the grand _jury te-
turned the indictment last
March 1, Mr. Nixon was still
;ce special piosecutm

Jaworski told the
grand jury that there.were
vast legal doubts as to the
indietability of an incumbent

|- president, and the jury thus

named him an pnlndlcted
co;conspirator. :

Then, after Mr, Nixon' re-

* signed and became vulnera-

ble 1o prosecution, Pres;dent
Ford pardoned him.

On Monday, Ben- Veniste.
pmtrayed Mr. Nixon to" the
]ury as a ma)or conspirator
in the coverup, particularly
in its latter stages. Quoting
from "a series of White
House transcripts, a number
of them not prevmusly dis-

' closed, he said that Mr, Nix-

on, Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man‘ had held a number, of
meetings in April, 1973, to
devise ‘“scenarios” to deal
with the then-collapsing ¢ov-
erup.

Yesterday. Frates gave a

! ma;:;ggdly different picture.

He ssaid that ' during those

" April - ¢0nversamons, Ehr-
“lichman *still ' did «not know.

the full truth about Water-

closure.

Ehrlichman that the White
House shoulud “‘let it aIl

- come out,” and statements

by other White House offi-

‘cials remarking that Whr-

lichman was arguing for dis-

Indeed, Frates said, “‘the
tapes may do some people :
some harm . but thev re the
greatest thing that ever kap-
pened to John Ehrlichman.”
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