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Prosecutor’s

Complaint
Washington

Special prosecutor Leon
Jaworski said yesterday
that many of the 144 poten-

tial jurors in the Watergate .

coverup case believed for-
mer President Nixon’s par-
don makes it unfair to prose-

cute the five defendants in -

the trial.

~ Jaworski asked U.S. Dis-
trict Judge John Sirica to re-
vise current jury selection
procedures, which the prose-
cutor said are weighted to
the advantage of the defend-
ants.

Sirica ‘is now in the sev- -

enth day of winnowing down -

the pool to 12 jurors and six
alternates. '

The judge, in, setting out
procedure for the final selec-
tion phase still to come, is
allowing the defense a total
of 15 arbitrary challenges
and six for the prosecutors.
By these peremptory chal-
lenges, defense and prosecu-
tion lawyers can cause dis-
missal of potential jurors
without citing any reason.

Jaworski said the unbal-
anced number given the de-

fense lawyers could easily |

result in the defense having

“complete control” of the

selection process when the

final panel of 12'is chosen.

The prosecutor also re-
ferred in his memo to a
“pattern: of XTesponses to
questions about the Nixzon
Pardon,” which he said

could easily result in “un-.

fairness to the government
if the usual procedure for
exercise of peremptory
strikes (challenges) is fol-
lowed.”
. In his second phase of jury
selection, Sirica has finished
with one group of 64 persons
and is ow, questioning. a
-second group 'ofi¥80. The
judge’s law clerk said while
Sirica hopes a jury will be
- impaneled by tomorrow,-
“there’s no guarantee.” .
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