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Senate Urges For

0cT, 1974

To Protect Nixon Data'

fr o I . By Richard L. Lyons
!‘k',. . ’ : Washington Post Staff Writer

'\ The Senate passed a resolu-

tion 'yesterday urging Pgesi-
dent Ford to assure public ac-

" . cess to former President Nix-]
. on’s tape recordings and .pa-

" pers'that bear on Watergate.
» But it delayed action until to-
. j-ddy.at least on a bill to make

"certain.this happens.

The bill would overturn-the
agreement between Mr. Nixon
and the government which
‘gives him control over his
presidential records and pro-

. wdes for- destruction of his
tapés. at his death. The bill or-
1 - ders’ the -government to keep
' possession and control. of the
j documents . and forbids ‘de-
’ stxzuction‘of any except as:ap-
" proved by Congress.
Action was delayed 'yester-

day by Sef. Roran HE ska (R-{ gpal}”

Neb.), who contended’that ‘the
bill raised constitutional ques-
tions that should be consid-
. . ered at public hearings in the
. < Judiciary Committee. The bil’
- *had been approved without
.+ hearings by ‘the Qenafe Gov
- ?—‘ernmemh@peratwns ‘

- Hoi ‘ vern-
mez‘ylt’.set-akm of records that

.compensation
{rule that Mr. Nixon owns the

-| emergency legislation: to pre-|i

traditionally have been consid-
ered the personal property of
Presidents would be an uncon-
stitutional bill of attainder
(bunishment without trial),
would breach an agreement
after the fact, would take
property (the b111 provides for
should courts

documents) and could violate
rights of parties to taped con-
versations who did not ‘know
their words were bemf7 rec-
orded. =

Hruska sald he was, opposed
to destructlon of “the Nixon
records and ‘favored public
ownership of presidential pa.
pers. But he would broaden
the bill to provide that the of-
ficial papers of all Presidents
and, membexs of Congress
considered public

pr ownrtyn

Many sponsors of the hill
would favor legislation mak-
ing vresidential papers puhli~
property. But they fear that
adding it to this hill wauld
1eopa1dme what they consider|

ve‘nt‘*ﬂes‘tructlon Of \Watergate |
material needed for. trials and\
public knowledge. i




