JE NEW-YORK TIMES, THURSDA Y, OCTOBER 3, 1974

NYTimes ‘
OCT 8 1974

-

By JOHN M. CREWDSOCN

Special to The New York Times
i WASHINGTON, Oct. 2—Sen-
‘ator Thomas P. Eagleton told
ithe Senate Foreign Relations
Committee today that a vote
to confirm Peter M. Flanigan
as Ambassador to Spain “will
disgrace the United States.” ’
‘In urging the committee to
“reject the Flanigan nomina-
tion forthwith,” Mr. Eagleton,
a Missouri Democrat, repeat-
edly criticized Mr. Flanigan’s
activities while an assistant to
former President Richard M.
Nixon. He particularly criti-
cized allegations that Mr. Flan-
igan had once participated in
the sale of an ambassadorship.
Mr. Flanigan, who followed
the Senator as a committee
witness, denied emphatically
that he had ever acted improp-
erly in the White House or had
ever been guided by an con-
siderations beyond “the nation-
al interest.”

The charges that he had
helped to secure an ambassa-
dorship for Ruth L. Farkas, a,
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Peter M. Flanigan, left, listening as Senator Thomas P.

Eagleton argued at a hearing of the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee yesterday against his confirmation
as Ambassador to Spain.

Eagleton Says to Make Flanigan Envoy Wouzgzw

contemplated against Mr.
Flanigan.”
The special prosecutcr’s stafi,

is known to be looking into thej

alleged selling of ambassador-|
ships by the Nixon Administra-
tion, a charge to which Mr.
Kalmbach pleaded guilsy in
February.

“It was not possible to judge,
from the questions asked Sen-
ator Eagleton and Mr. Flanigan,]

- precisely where the sentiments
of the committee members lay.
But one Senate aide said he ex-
pected that the confirmation,
vote, when it came, would fol-
low clesely along party lines:

Mr. Flanigan said that, con-
trary to Mr. Kalmbach’s asser-
tions, he had maintained a
policy while in the White House
_of separating campaign contrib-
utions and extranesus factors
from the qualifications of 'in-
dividuals under consideration
for Government posts, including
ambassadorships.

Loses His Authority
When he learned that, in

on’s 1972 campaign, were sim-
ply the product of a misunder-

major. contybuior to Mr. Nix- 000 to Mr. Nixon’s 1972 cam-|to name Dr. Farkas as Ambas-
paign. She was nominated as{sador to Costa Rica, but that

Herbert
Flanigan contended.

Said Flanigan Phoned Him

passively today - as

standing of a telephone con-|Ambassador ' to Luxembourg
versation he once had with|shortly thereafter
W. Kalmbach, Mr. holds the post.

and still

Mr. Flanigan, who sat im-
Senator

Mr. Kalmbach, who served
lawyer and campaign
fund-raiser for Mr. Nixon, told
the House Judiciary Committee
last summer that Mr. Flanigan
had telephoned him and de-
scribed Dr. Farkas as ‘i
ested in giving " $250,000 for

was .. “interested

Rica.”
Mr. Kalmbach, a Californian,
testified at the Judiciary Com-

and considered $250,000 “an

Rica.”

Eagleton read to the Foreign
Relations Committee excerpts
from the Kalmbach testimony,
rejoined that it was Mr. Kalm-
bach who had called him, not
the other way around. Mr.
Flanigan declared that the Cal-
ifornia lawyer had misinterp~
reted his remarks on that

[an ambassadorship to] Costa|gccasion.

‘Strong’ Nixon Backer
He said ‘he recalled Mr.

mittee’s inquiry into the possi-|Kalmbach’s asking him in the
bility of impeaching President{summer of 1971 to single out
Nixon that, in his capacity as|potential : t
a campaign fund-raiser, he had|tors. He said he had mentioned
subsequently met with Farkas,|Dr. Farkas as a “strong” Nixon
who had- explained that she|supporter, “well-to-do” and a
in Europe”|“good prospect.”

campaign contribu-

Mr. Flanigan added that he

jawful lot of money for Costalhad told Mr. Kalmbach that
Yo Mr. Nixon had intended, short-
She . eventually gave $300,- ly after taking office in 1969,

the plan had been dropped
when the Internal Revenue
Service began an investigation
of 'Alexander’s, the New York
department store chain that her
husband, George, had founded.

Mr. Flanigan said he had
told the fund-raiser in 1971
‘that he had the intention of
appointing her to Costa Rica
now that the legal cloud had
been removed.” But he denied
knowledge of any connection
between th Farkas contribution |
and her subsequent nomination. ;

“The best answer to the|
charges made against me is the f
answer given by the special |
[Watergate] prosecutor,” Leon !
Jaworski, Mr. Flanigan said.

In a letter to Senator Eagle-
ton dated yesterday, Mr.
Jaworski said his office had
told the White House in re-
sponse to an inquiry that
“based on the evidence now

in this office, no charge was';

ithree separate cases, Mr. Kalm-
bach had made commitments
of ambassadorships to contrib-
utors, he became angry and
told the lawyer that Mr. Kalm-'
bach had no authority to make
such agreements, Mr. Flanigan
said. .
He then went to H. R. Halde-
man, the White House chief
of staff, and asked for permis-
sion to tell Mr. Kalmbach to
give the three contributions

‘Disgrace’ U.S.

jback, Mr. Flanigan testifiéd.
|He added that “this is the ac-
'tion that was taken.”

Arnother result, apparently,
was ' Mr. - Flanigan’s removal
from the chain of authority. On
Dec. 2, 1971, according to evi-
dence, Mr: Haldeman received
a memo from Gordon Strachan,
his young aide, that stated:’

“Concerning ambassador-
ships, Kalmbach wil get a case
by case determination from‘the |
Attorney” General ,[John ‘N,
Mitchell] as he did {n the case
of John Safer.” ‘

Mr. Safer, another ambassa-
_doria'! hopeful, was listed as
having given $250,000 to  the
Nixon campaign through- Nr.
Kalmbach, but mever received
a nemination. The memo, re-
leased by the House Judiciary
Committee, continued: . ~

“Kalmbach has tried to_ap-
proach Flanigan but confindes
to have the same problems of
having telephone calls returned
:»gmd;, reaching an understand-
ing.”. .. .

Senator J. W. Fulbright, Dem-
ocrat of Arkansas and chair-

jman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, old reporters today

that the committee would mest
In executive session to comsid-
er the next steps it would take
on the nomination of Mr. Flanj-
gan. Committee aides saiq Jater
that the meeting would prob-
ably not be held until next
week. ; "
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