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Dole Faces Fierce

B 30 1974

Vote Fight--Blames Ford

Washington

Republican Senator Robert
Dole, fighting an uphill elec-
* tion battle in Kansas;’,j,yes‘te‘r-
day laid a large share of the
blame on President Ford for
his underdog status in the
polls. When asked on the
CBS program “‘Face the Na-
tion” whether Mr. Ford

had become an issue in the

campaign where Democrat-
ic Representative William R.
Roy is shown far ahead in
the traditionally Republican
state, Dole replied, “I think
50.”

Dole said Kansas Re-

publicans had been - encour-
age when Mr. Ford first

took office, but “along came
the pardon ot former Presi-

dent Richard M. Nixon and
amnesty. I really don’t need
any more help of that. kind
before November,”

In the Iate:st poll, released

last Tuesday by -Central Re-
search Crop. of Topeka,
Kan., 50 per cent of the vot-
ers queried preferred Roy,

42 per cent picked Dole and:

eight per cent were undecid-
ed. is

_nade
. Ford’s succession to office

ROBERT DOLE
. Up for re-election

Dole said plans were
shortly after Mr.

for presidential appearances
in the Sunflower state but
now, Dole said, “whether he
comes to Kansas is a deci-
sion that hasn’t been made.”

Dole was chosen chairman
of the Republican National
Committee upon the recom-

mendation of former Presi-

dent Nixon.

He listed “‘the rise and fail
of Richard M. Nixon” as one
of the three chief issues in
the campaign, with his
record as a senator and his
role as Republican national

“chairman as the others.

The senator accused his

opponent of waging “‘a Wa-
tergate-style campaign,” but
he claimed, “we're going to
be vindicated at the polls.”
. Roy,
to-face debate with his oppo-
nent on national television —
an unusual format for candi-
dates in a single-state elec-
tion — insisted that “this
has not been a staccato -of
Watergate.”

However, Roy continued,
“Many people think Senator
Dole, as Republican national

chairman, knew or should |

have known about Water-
gate. T have no reason te be-
lieve that Senator Dole knew

. whether he should have
known” depends on the in-
ner processes of the Repui
can party.
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