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Panel Seeks to'Cut |
| Over H alf of Nixon Funds

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

Special to The New York Times

Steed, Democrat of Oklahoma,
told reporters after the' closed,
two-hour meeting.

The subcommittee action, the
first step in an appropriation'
process that Mr.
could result in an even lower
budget for Mr. Nixon, was the
most visible symbol of, Congress
trying to grapple with issues
left ‘dangling by the former
President’s resignation and the
pardon granted to him nine
days ago by President Ford.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17—A
House subcommittee voted
today to bar the use of Federal
funds to lease a storage vault
in California for Watergate tape
recordings and other documents
and to reduce drastically a
budget request for former Pres-
ident Richard M. Nixon’s transi-
tion to private citizen.

The House Subcommittee on
Treasury, Postal Service and
General Government Appropria-
tions voted unanimously to cut
from President Ford's special
budget request a $110,000 item
to provide for a storage vault
for the tapes and Mr. Nixon's
Presidential records.

The committee voted 7 to 6
to-cut by more than half—from
$850,000 to $398,000—the total
amount for the former Presi-
dent’s pension, staff and office
expenses through next June.
All six opponents of the-com-
promise figure wanted to re-
duce the total even more dras-
tically.

“I was surprised that I got
out of committee with as much
as I did,” the subcommittee
Ichairman, Representative Tom

ment Operations Commi
was preparing to draft legisla-
tion Thursday that' would

require President Ford to pre-
'serve the Watergate tape re-
cordings and documents for use
by Congress, the courts and the|
public,
that would give Mr.
eventual control of the mate-
rial.

Elsewhere in the House, a pa-
nel of the Judiciary Committee
was scheduled to begin: hear-
ings next Tuesday on a number|
of related proposals, including

Steed said

In the Senate, the Govgrn-

despite an agreement
Nixon

Continued on Page 27, Column 3 |

constitutional amendments that
would give Congress a veto
over Presidential pardons and
resolutions that would reflect
dissatisfaction with Mr. Fords
! |pardon of his predecessor.

‘Pardon Thing’ Involved

Nixon would not have encoun-
tered so much difficulty, Mr.
Steed said, “if it hadn’t been
for this pardon thing.”

He said that the subcommit-
tee would have voted to ban

.|to transfer any of Mr. Nixon's
White House materials to,” or
near, his home in San; Cle-
mente, Calif., had it not been
for the likelihood that the full
House would object on techni-

gislation in an appropriations
measure.

clear that the subcommittee:
“took a very strong view”

against the agreement under '

which Mr. Ford was guaran-
teed, in essence, ownership

Continued From Page 1, Col‘."’l‘

.|the use of government money| -

cal grounds to substantive le-|"

Mr. Steed added, however, .
that a report to accompany the| -
appropriations bill would make|

The appropriation for Mr. -
{| Democrat of Alabama, who of-
fered the substitute, said later|.

rights to the tapes and do-
cuments. ‘

A subcommittee majority,
consisting of five Republicans
and two Democrats—Mr. Steed

the full Appropriations Com-
mittee—narrowly defeated a
substitute measure that would
have pared the total approprla-
tion to $200,000.

Representative Tom = Bevill,

that he would have preferred to

allotted for Mr. Nixon's pension
for the remainder of the fiscal
year ending Juné 30.

If it should develop later that
more funds are warranted for
the former President’s use, Mr.
Bevill said, there will be time
to appropriate them.

opposition to. the $850,000
sought for Mr. Nixon and the

/| timing of the request, shortly

before the 1974 Congressmnal

“| elections.

The subcommittee chairman
smiled and said that Represen-
tative Howard W. Robinson,
Republican -of upstate New

no opponent in the Nov. 5 elec-
tion, “were the only two com-

and Representative George Ma- |
hon of Texas, the chairman of|.

limit the amount to the $55,000|

Mr. Steed attributed the sub-|,
;| committee’s attitude to public

York, who is retiring from Con- |
gress, and Mr. Steed, who has|

fortable people in the room”

:|when the budget was trimmed.

No Support for Vault
The request: for $110,000 to|

“Istore the tapes and documents|

in a General Services Adminis-

.|tration vault near Mr, Nixon’s
i|San Clemente estate had no

supporters in ‘the subcommit-
tee

“I couldn’t see recommending
$110,000 for a vault and $50,-
000 a year for guards to pre-
serve papers and tapes there
was not assurances .we’'d ever
get the public benefit of,”” Mr.
Steed said. \

The full Approprxatxons Com-
mittee will take up the Nixon
budge request next Tuesday,
and Mr. Mahon said that it
would probably go to the full
House the following Friday or;
Monday before bemg sent on
the Senate, ‘

Members of a Senate appro-
priating subcommittee, who
have already begun hearings on
the measure, have given com-
parable public notice that the
$850,000 request would be cut
sharply.




