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President Asserts His
Only Motive Was to |
‘Heal the Wounds' |

Special to The New' York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 16—
{President Ford declared tonight
that his underlying motive in
granting an absolute pardon to
former President Richard M.
/Nixon had been' to try to “re-
consile divisions in our coun-
try. and heal the wounds that
had festered tod long.””

Mr. Ford, defending the par-
don that he had issued:eight
days earlier, said at the ‘Asecond
nationally televised news con-|

Excerpts from Ford’s news
.conference on Page 22. .

ference: of his young adminis-

House and the nationwide au-

ithat the action I took will do
that,” Mr. Ford said.

‘|'pardon and tapes plan, however,
loosed a storm of criticism. The

PARDON OF NIXCN
examined.

“The purpose of Tooking back |
is to go forward,” Mr. Ford|
said. “The record of the past|
year does not have to be end-| -
lessly relived,” he said mo-|"
ments later.

‘To Heal Wounds’

He said that in issuing the
ardon, “the main concern .I
ad at the tim el made the de-

cision was to heal the wounds”
left from the two-year ordeal of
the Watergate scandal.

The nation, Mr. Ford insisted,
“could not afford” a continua-
tion of what he described as
fcontinued turmoil.” Although
he acknowledged some concern
about the health of the man
who had chosen him, only last
October, to be Vice President,
saying that he received reports
“on a routine day-to-day basis”
on Mr. Nixon’s health, Mr. Ford
told the reporters gathered in
the East Room of the White

dience that he was “more

.anxious to heal the nation”
than to . bolster Mr.
physical or mental well-being.

Nixon’s:

“I felt then and I feel now

States which he, Richard
|Nixon, has committed or may
‘have committed or taken part

in during the period from Jan.
20, 1969, through Aug, 9,

The announcement of:ithe

touched off by the pardon.
Questions have arisen about

physical and mental health has
been an issue in the controversy

The state of Mr. Nixon’s

1974.” ]
The measure was described

by the White House as an “act

of mercy.” '

White House received thousands whether or not he is seriously

tration that there had been “no
of telegrams, most of them

understanding, no deal”" with

ill or in danger of dying. There|:
have been other questions as|.

Mr. Nixon in advance of the
historic pardon. - '

Nor, he said, had the issue of
Mr. Nixon’s health been a cen-
tral consideration, although he
acknowledged that he had been
aware of reports that Mr. Nixon
was not well. ‘

“] had no secret reason,” Mr.
Ford stated in reply to a ques-|
tion. _ House. L !

He said that Mr. Nixon had Found: ‘,a,rite“s'tiinddi'd
been “shamed and disgraced” . critics also charged that Mr.
by, his resignation from the Ford was using a separate
White Houser—the first such in standard of justice for Mr.
the nation’s two.centuries—and Nixon and betraying the princi-
that there weré those who ple of equality before the law.

i Public opinion polls indicated
wou{'d“ construey theyriformer that the President’s popularity
President’s - acceptange of a dropped sharply after the an-
Continued on Page22; Column 1 gﬁ)l;ncement of his pardon deci-

The controversy was further
ex;x_cerb;lted last v}z{eek when 'S
« o ‘White House spokesman sai
pard_?}'l as “an admission ofig.., pardon’ For all persons
guilt. : involved in Watergate-related

But Mr. Ford sought, as he crimes was under study. The
had last week in announcing White House later softened its
the pardon, to present the statements on clemency for

grant of pardon to his prede- other Watergate figures and
gessor ixlpterms of an :ct of said that no pardons would be

nted 'before trial, except to
merfcy. He 110te:dhtthat the n(;zwst Igvll.? Nixon. e b P
conrerence itonig occurrea a »
the outset of the Jewish New| G o1 Mexoy

Year celebration, Rosh haShan-| On Sept. 8, a quiet Sunday

h i . i . _ione, month after President
ah, and sald, In an OPeNINg Nixon resigned his high office,

statement, that the holiday was president Ford startled the na-
one in which past events and tion by announcing that he was

conduct were customarily re-|granting Mr. Nixon “a full free
) . et jand absolute pardon . .. for all

highly critical of Mr. Ford’s
1action. :

Many expressed suspicion of
a “deal” between Mr. Ford and
Mr, Nixon under which the for-
mer President had stepped down
in return for the promise of a
pardon. There were also com-
plaints that the President’s
moves were a ‘“covet-up of the
cover-up” of the Watergate
crimes involving the White

Continued From Page 1, Col, 4

Mr. Ford also said that any
long period of litigation involv-
ing Mr. Nixon would arouse
“ugly ‘passions” and would
again cause the country to be
polarized.
i When the pardon was an-
nounced, the White House also
disclosed that an agreement
had been‘ reached with Mr.
Nixon under which he would
‘eventually be permitted to de-
istroy the tape recordings of his
Iprivate conversations in the
White House. i
The agreement also provided,
however, that his tapes and
Presidential papers would have
to be preserved for three years
should they be required or
asked as evidence in Water:
gate-related cases.

Ownership Given

In essence, however, the
agreement gave Mr. Nixon
ownership rights over the docu-
ment and iapes.

Mr. Nixon promised as his
part of the agreement to leave
all his materials intact until
Sept. 1, 1979, after which he]
can ask the administrator of
the Genera] Services Adminis-
tration to destroy any tapes he
specified. All remaining tapes
would be destroyed under the
agreement upon his death or
on Sept. 1, 1984, whichever
came first., .

Until he granted the pardon,
President Ford enjoyed high
popularity and almost undilut-
ed goodwill from the public,

offenses against the United

Congress and the press.

to what has been said to Presi-|,

dent Ford about Mr. Nixon's
health and by whom.
Haig View Reported

A report from San Clemente,
Calif,, today said that Gen. Al-
exander M. Haig Jr., who has
served both Presidents Ford
and Nixon as chief of staff,

persuaded. Mr. Ford to grant|;
the pardon after being advised|

M

of the “alarming state” of Mr.

Nixon’s health. L]

In pardoning Mr. Nixon, Pres-
ident Ford said he was hoping
to write ‘“the end” to ‘“an
American tragedy in which we
all have played a part.”

So far, that has not been a i

result of the pardon. On the

rontrarv, the action appears to| :

have revived the anxieties of
Watergate, in the view of many
obheervers,

The decision percen‘@ly jolted
the steady course Mr. Ford ap-
peared to be setting in the first
month of his presidencv. His
nress secretary, J. F. terHorst,
who had won wide respect
among White House corre-,
soondents, resigned in protest;
over the action and the manner|
it was taken. ‘

Mr. Ford announced the par-
don only a week after he said
at a news conference that he
would not act before the Water-
gate special prosecutor had
reached a decision on whether
charges would be -brought
against Mr. Nixon. His abrupt
reversal raised still more ques-

tions about the reasons for his
decision.



