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Prosecutor’s Objection

A White House
Pullback on Tapes

Washington

Responding to objections
from the Watergate special
prosecutor, the White House
has agreed to halt imple-
mentation — "at least tem-
‘porarily — of ifs decision to
give former President Nixon
control over the tapes and
documentsimade during his
administration. .
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According to inf??ﬁed
sources, presidential cetinsel
PHilip Buchen assufed rep-
resentatives of the special
prosecutor’s effice in/ a
White Hoyse meeting on
Thursday ¢ that a White
House negotiated agreement
with Mr. Nixon will nottake
effect, pending further dis-
cussion about the disposition
of tapes and documents.

. Under the agreement ne-
gotiated between the White
House and Mr. Nixon’s at-
torneys, the former Presi-
dent would retain control
over access to his papers
and tapes. In addition, the
. agreement, which was made
public Sunday, preserves
Mr. Nixon’s ability to fight
subpoenas of the tapes and

documents through the-

courts.

During the White House
meeting with Buchen on
Thursday, informed sources
reported, deputy special
prosecutor Henry Ruth as-
serted that the agreement
restricts the government in
its contiuing investigation
of the Watergate conspiracy.

Attorneys from the special
prosecutor’s office argued
that Buchen should reopen
negotiations with Mr. Nixon
to obtain a less restrictive
-agreement. ‘

Buchen refused to say he

would reopen mnegotiations,
the sources said, but as-

‘sured Ruth -that control of

the Nixon material  would
not shift until .completion of
further disscuions with the
special prosecutor’s office.

According to the. sources,
Ruth . and his associates at-
tacked the legal foundation
of the agreement with Mr.
Nixon, which was the opin-

-ion by Attorney General Wil- -

liam B. Saxbe that the pa-
pers and ‘tapes are “the
property of Richard M. Nix-
on when his term of office
ended.”

_To the contrary, Ruth re-
portedly argued a stronger
argument could be made

that the right of the govern-
ment to access to the mate-
rial for criminal investiga-
tions should have priority
over any claim of Mr. Nix-
on’s. The sources said that
special Watergate prosecu-
tor Leon Jaworski, who was
not at the White House
meeting, had given prior ap-
proval to Ruth’s objection to
the agreement.

The agreement on contro] |

of the Nixon materials wa
ssigned by the former Presi

“dent and General Serviceas

Administrator ~ Arthur ¥,
Sampson on Sept. 6 and was
announced Sunday alon g
with President Ford’s par-
don of Mr. Nixon.

One government attorney
said yesterday that he be-
lieves the agreement could
not he revoked because. it
says “‘upon your acceptance
we both shall be hound by
the terms of this agree-
ment.”

Spokesman for the White
House and office of the spe-
cial prosecutor had no com-
ment about Thursday’s
White House meeting and
the decision to supend im-
plementation of the agree-
ment, :

During the meeting, ac-
cording to the sources, the
representatives of the spe-
cial prosecutor complained
that the agreement putthem
in no more advantageous a
position to obtain subpoen-
aed materials than when
Mr. Nixon was in office.
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