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.Bar Won't Droy,
“Nixon Probe

By Michael Taylor

Chronicle Correspondent

Sacramento

.If President Nixon’s resig-
nation from the State Baris
accepted by the state Su-
preme Court, it will have the
same effect on his legal fu-
ture as if he had been dis-
barred, officials said yester-
day.

The disclosure came after
several angry delegates to
the State Bar convention cir-
culated a petition demand-
ing that the investigation of
Mr. Nixon by the Bar be
completed “now while the
truth  is still within its
grasp.”

‘There had been fears that
the former President’s in-
tent to quit practicing law,
agnounced last Monday,
would close the investigation
that began more than a year
ago. This will not happen.

Mark Robinson, a member
of| the bar’s Board of Gover-
nors told an informal session

-yesterday morning that if
the board accepts Mr. Nix-
on’s resignation, the state
Supreme Court will be “ad-
vised that disciplinary pro-
ceedings are pending”’
against the ex-President.

“He will be in the same
position as if he had been
disbarred,” Robinson said.
“If he wants to’ re-apply for
membership in the bar, he’ll
have to wait five years and
then go before a hearing
board” to discuss whether
or gt he should be re-
admifted to- the practice of
law. ™

Other bar officials said the
investigation of Mr. Nixon is
“still going on” and noted
that even if the Nixon resig-
nation is accepted by the-
court, and “there are still-
loose ends to tie up, we’ll
keep going. The only thing
we couldn’t do is bring him
in for questioning.”

It was learned that the in-
vestigation of Mr. Nixon and
five other California lawyers
implicated in the Watergate

"President Ford.

scandal has consumed
$150,000 of the annual $1.2
million that is allotted to
disciplinary investigations,
More than 2000 man-hours
were devoted to the investi-
gation, officials said, tying
up a staff of two full-time at-
torneys and several re-
search assistants.

Much of the material wag
understood to have come
from earlier investigations
conducted by the Senate
Watergate Committee and
the staff of the special Wa-
tergate prosecutor.

Many of the investigation
documents will he filed with
the state Supreme Court,
one official said, along with
Mr. Nixon’s letier of resig-
nation.

In response to rumors that
a deal had been arranged
between Mr. Nixon’s attor-
neys and the State Bar that
would curtail the investiga-
tion, Robinson sharply re-
plied: ““The State Bar does
not engage in plea bargain-
ing. Mr. Nixon is being
treated the same as any oth-.
er lawyer in California.”

It was later learned that
Mr. Nixon’s lawyer, Dean
Butler, had approached at
least two bar governors as
early as last Sunday ,after-
noon, several hours after the
controversial pardon was
announced, to tell them Mr.
Nixon wanted toresign from
the bar. §SEP

Other officials were later

-approached by Butler, to

discuss what he later said
was “‘the proper procedure
amd timing” to announce
the resignation.

Butler said yesterday he
had urged Mr. Nixon to sub-
mit his resignation sooner —
“it could have been submit-
ted last week,”" he said —
but there were “other priori-
ties” on the former Presi-
dent’s mind, not the least of
which were the negotiations
leading up to the pardon by




