A 'DéElFay in"
Watergate
Trial Demed

- SFChronicle

Waslungton

“U.S., District Judge John
J. Sirica yesterday rejected
an attempt by H.R. Halde-
man to put off the Water-
gate coverup trial until the
Supreme Court can rule on
the validity of his indict-
ment.

Lawyer for the former
White House chief of gtaff
came back into court ¥iter
in the day with a series of
protests over Sirica’s ar-
rangements for picking: a
trial jury.

““They also maintained that
there was no. point to locking
up the jury now in light of

f‘.the summer-long wave of
atergate publicity capped
,Pres1dent Ford’s contro-
“versial pardon last Sunday
-of former President Nixon.

The prospective jurors

“have already been affected
by this news and sequestra-
tion will not erase this extra-
,%dmarv event from their
minds,” attorney John J.
Wllson and three other law-
yers for Haldeman contend-
ed in theu latest peition.

Haldeman had asked Sir-
‘ca to delay the Sepember 30
trial untj] the Supreme
Court could consider his
complaints that a special
1978 law extending the life of

the Watergate grand ‘jury -

-was illegal.

RSt apparently dete1~
mined to start the trial on

schedule, Sirica refused a

" postponement in a ome-line
order saying that he saw no
Jmerit to' Haldeman’s pro-
-tests over the grand Ju“y S
" status.
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