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Ford, Nixon
And Chain
Of Command
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President Ford conferred
with Defense = Secretary.
Jamés R. Schlesinger yes-
terday’ about reports that a
close watch was kept during
the last days of President
Nixon’s term to make sure
that no orders were given to
military units outside the
normal chain of command.

“I have been assured that
no measures of this nature
were actually undertaken,”
Mr. Ford said in a state-
ment issued by his press
secretary, Jerald F. ter-
Horst.

TerHorst did not say ex-
actly to what measures the
President was referring and
refused to elaborate on his
statement. But he did men-
tion published reports of un-
usually close -control over
the lines of command.

TerHorst pointed out that
the chain of command inthe
system of U.S. government
“worked pretty well during
those days of travail,” and
‘“all agencies of government
performed and functioned as
we would expect them to.”

Schlesinger had said pre-
viously that “in keeping
with my statutory responsi-
bilities 1 did assure myself
that there would be no ques-
tion about the proper consti-
tutional and legislated chain
of command, and there nev-

" er was any question.”
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Pentagon) officials said
Sa’curday(th,at word was
passed to military -com-
manders to make sure none
of them took an order from
the White House, not neces-
sarily from Mr. Nixzon, or
elsewhere that did not come
down through military chan-
nels. The action was de-
sceribed merely as a precau-
tion in unusual circumstan-
ces.

TerHorst said he was ‘“‘not
denying any accounts” as he
gave the brief statement
from Mr. Ford.
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