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As one of his first official
acts, President Ford yester-
day met' with emvoys from
57 countries to assure them
that American foreign pol-

- icy would remain on course.

Throughout the afternoon
and early evening at the
White House, the new Presi-
dent dropped into meetings
set up by Secretary of State
‘Henry A. Kissinger to chat

first with diplomats ffom:

NATOQ, then with Arab and
North African ambassadors,
and finally with = Latin
American envoys. He met
separately in the Oval Of-
fice with the abamssadors
from Japan, China, Israel,
Vietnam' and the charge
d’affaires -of the Soviet Un-
ion.

Underhmng the vote of
confidence “he had given
Kissinger the night before
by naming him' as the first
man he had asked to stay
on, Mr. Ford told the group
of Arab envoys: “I’ll rely
Henry for all the tough in
ternational negotiations.”

Apparently at ease in his
new surroundings, Mr. Ford
talked informally during
each meeting. He,; too, he

said, had had experience

in negotiations — 25 years
in Congress. “You had to ne-
gotiate not only with the op-
position but with your own
party sometimes,” the Presi-
dent recalled.

To. the head of the Chi-

nese liaison office, Ambassa-
.dor Huang Chen, whom he
received in his office, Mr.

Ford that “it has certainly.

viet

- Ford remarked that Kis-

singer — who says that the
more he negotiates the more
he eats — is-on a diet. “I
have a rule,” Mr. Ford told
Huang, “I don’t go to embas-
sies for dinner. But that
doesn’t apply, to the liaison
office.” Mr. Ford recalled
that he had: yisited China in
1972. _—

One dlplomat noted what
an extraordinary day this

had begen for the United .
States. “A hard day,” Mr.

Ford replied, “but  we- have
to go through- these more
difficult times.”

; Many ‘of the dlplomats
who came .fo the White
House were their ' country’s

.charges d’affaires? August

Communist Party ,

Secretary Joseph J. Sisco.

being a traditional time for
the ambassadors to take

_ their holidays.
In the group meetings .

Kissinger first .met with the
envoys and assured them

_that the policies- that had

been ecarried on under the
Nixon administration would

be continued. Then the Pres-'

ident came in to chat and to

be introduced to the envoys.

Mr. Ford went around the
table shaking hands and
talking to each person.’

“The President along with

Secretary Kissinger under-

lined the continuity of bi-
partisan American foreign
policy,” White House press
qukesman Jerald T. ter-
Horst said. With the NATO

.. eign policy”

group, Mr. Ford “underlined
the fact that NATO is the
central element in our for-
and that the
principles of the declaration
recently signed would con-
tinye to serve as a basis for
American participation.
NATO diplomats ex-
pressed gratification with
the rapidity with ‘which Kis-.
singer brought fhem to-
gether and the ‘swiftness
with which Mr. Ford saw
them to underline the im-
portance of the alliance.

To the Ardb envoys who
met in the Roosevelt Room,!
Mr. Ford -again sought to
emphasize the continuity of
policy and his desire ‘to
achieve a lasting, durable
peace and friendship with
all -of these countries, ac-
cording to one of th Am-
bassadors present.

With, Israeli Ambassador
Simcha D1n1tz there were
reminiséenses of meeting
with Yitzhak Rabin when he
was the envoy here, before
becoming Prime Minister.
Of the Israeli President,
Ephraim Katzir, K1ssmger
noted that he was a distin-
guished scientist. “You don’t
trust us. politicians,” Ford
said.

TerHorst said -'that Kis-
singer has been asked to re-
main in his post as head of
the National Security Coun-
cil; as well as in the job of
first Cabinet Minister, Sec-
retary of State. 'Thus Kis-
singer will continue to wear
two hats.

Egyptian Ambassador.
Ashraf Ghorbal told Mr.

{

to emphasize the continuity

been a tremendous decision
that Henry Kissinger will
continue. He has earned the

esteem, respect iand affec-

tion of everyone in the

world.” The President' re-
sponded that, “in the United
States the overwhelming

majority of people, feel the

same way.”

* When Soviet eharge d’af
faires Yull ' M. Vorontsov
came intor the Oval Office,
Mr. Ford chatted about So-

]

leader Leonid M. Brezhnev
and Ambassador Anatoliy
Dobrynin, who hasi been en-

voy to the United States

since 1962. “He seems to go
on and on” Mr. Ford ob-
served. «“He must “have
started when he was 17,” Vo-
rontsov quipped.

Today K1551nger will ‘meet
with other envoys and will
'be assisted in the task by
Deputy Secretary . of State
Robert Ingersoll and Under

" sending

TerHorst said ‘that Mr.
Ford had begun sengiing let-
ters to heads of state around
the world, again reaffirming
the Dbhsic continuity of
American foreign policy. The
letters went to key allies as
well as to China and the So-
viet Union.

State Department spokes-
man Robert Anderson said
that the secretary also is
messages - to all
foreign ministers, again also

‘of American foreign policy.

But a message had also
gone out .to all overseas -
State Department posts re-
minding political appointees
to submit pro forma resigna-
tions. There has been no
thought ‘given to which of
these will be accepted, in-
formed ofﬁc1al,s said, but.
,with the repeated emphas;s

"on continuity no one is ex-’

pecting changes very rap-
dly.
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President’ Ford chats with Secreary of State Henry A. Kissinger and Japanese Ambassador Takeshi Yasukawa.
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