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Conna”y'

‘By William Claiborne
Washington Post Staff Writer
Former. Treasury . Secre-
tary © John = B: Connally
pleaded innocént “yesterday.
to charges that he accepted
a $10,000. dripe . for “Tecom:
mending that ‘the - Nixon“ad--
ministration
prlce supports.
In a confident, booming -
voice” that, has become’ anj
emblem of his, 27 years in
* politics; Connally staxtled 3
erowded courtroom in U.S.
District Court by declaring’

. gest: dalry cooperauve Asso—
ilk

¢ derél milk.‘price sup-

March 1971. :

. His rineipal” -accuser is a
- e

i fmen
increase mllk :

son, Who pleaded gmlty
Wednesday 10" one count of
bribery -ini‘exchange for a
promise to ‘testify. in the
.milk case trial, -

. Federdi- prosecutors
~agreed o - hmlt their case

“If there is any doubt,.I ' against’ Jacobsen- to, one
plead npt .guilty: ‘to, Lall - (, ‘and: they . fiate said_
; counts.” T op: theip-pursuit |
His statement- came’ afte1 .i:0f an-unrelated case in Abi- -
one of ""the . government , lene, Tex in which Jacob:

prosecutors. at the arraign- ‘sen is accused of misapply-_
ment asked whether Con- ing $125,000 in a.Texas say-
nally had yet entered a plea, - - ings and loan -association’s
which he had earlier in re: - funds in 1970; :
sponse to a pro forma ques- . . Other:. prosecution  wit-
tion by Chief Judge George.” :nesses-will include former
L. Hart Jr. AMPI genera: ‘manager Ha-
‘Connally :was. mdxcted by Trold Si. Nelson who has
a federal-grand jury July 29 b { i
on charges-of -taking
payoffs, conspiracy
struct justice, and perjury. -
- A .- protege of President
Johnson who served as Dem-
ocratic governor of Texas
for three terms before join-
ing the Nixon Cabinet last
vear, Connally is accused of
taking two $5,000 cash pay-
.ments.from the nation’s hig-

t, who received im-

“after admitting he

gave acobsen the’ $10,000. .
“Hart: yesterday granted a

also released Connally with-
liams, for: 45 days in which
to file' motions. “The ‘judge
-also released Conally . with-
aout bail, and -granted the

\
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'nnocent io

" vers interpreted .as meaning

" by President Nixon Thurs:

_which has been vacant for

request by Connally’s law- -,

John B. Comlallv, his w1fe, and lawyer, Edward Bennett Wllllams, leave court.

lengthy delays and perhaps
even a change of venue be-
cause of the publicity sur-
rounding impeachment pro-
ceedings'and . President Nix-
on’s 'resignation. Williams
declined to discuss. hlS strat
egy after the arralgnmen‘c

Hart indicated he planned
to be on vacation until Oct.
22, meaning that the start of
Connally’s trial is more than
two months away at least.

Conally arrived in the
courtroom 28 minutes early
in a seemingly ebullient
‘mood, although his plain,
concervative blue suit, white
‘shirt and dark tie were in
contrast to the natty attire
associated with his years in
public life.

He appeared relaxed and

former Treasury head un-
limited travel rights.
Williams also asked that
no trial date be set because,
he said, his pretrial motions
will “go directly to that sub-
ject,” which some oliser-

.

that - Williams  will seek.

Meskill Named
To Be U.S. Judge

United Press Ime‘rr'méi-oﬂul
Connecticut. Gov. Tho-
mas J. Meskill was norru~
nated’ to the second us’
‘Circuit - Court- of Appeals

-'day only hours before Mr.

goes. to the Senate Judic-
iary Committee for hear-
ings.

Meskill" was originally
\proposed. 'for . the seat,

"were sketching him,
Afterwards, he walked .
briskly out of-the courtroom
hand-in-hand with#his
‘Idanell, and refused. to an—
three years, by fellow Re- swer questions of reporters.
- publican Sen. Lowell:P.
Weicker of Connecticut! It
was - delayed © for some
time; apparently because
of Mr. Nixon’s, dlshke for
Weicker, one ot his-: Strong-
est critics .on the Senate
Watergate Committee.

Treasury Seeretaly for. 18
months and returned briefly

dent, is the fourth Nixon'
: Cabinet: member to be in-
--dieted or to plead guilty to a
:-¢riminal offense.

Bribery C hqi‘ges

Nixon announced  he  in good I‘Hmlor‘é and while .
ol pedies, o awaiting the start of pro-.
The.. nogmin'ation now  feedings, he chatted -amja-. -

bly with news  artists . who-:

Connally; - 'who served. as

as an adviser to the Presi-



