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4 OI' d ' Becomes
President,

By Jules Witcover
Washington Post Staff Writer

Gerald Rudolph Ford Jr. took the oath of office as 38th
President of the United States at noon yesterday and as-
sured a nation forn by the ravages of the Watergate scan-
dal that “our long national nightmare is over.”

Mr. Ford, alluding to the fact that he thus became the

- first American President not elected to national office by
the people, asked them “to confirm me as your President
with your prayers” and pledged “that I will be the Presi-
dent of all the people.”

In a conciliatory address he labeled “just a little
straight talk among friends,” the new President asked
that “as we bind up the internal wounds of Watergate,
more painful and more poisonous than those of foreign
wars, let us restore the Golden Rule to our political proc-

Warren E. Burger, dressed in black judicial robes, ad-
ministered the oath as Mr. Ford placed his left hand on
a Bible held by his wife, Betty. Co

. “I do. solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the
office of the President of the United -States, and will to
the best of my ability, preserve, protect: and defend the
Constitution -of the United States, -so help me God:” -

_Then he’turned 'and kissed Mrs. Ford on both cheeks
and stood, his arm around -her, acknowledging the ap-
plause of the audience, which included former Speaker
John W. McCormack, Senate Majority Leader Mike 'Mans-
field, and many other senators and congressmen, and one
figure -prominent in the Watergate scandal, Rose Mary
Woods, President Nixon’s personal secretary. )

After taking the oath, Mr. Ford pledged “an uninter-
rupted and sincere search for peace” and a policy of

ess, and let brotherly love purge our hearts of suspicion
and hate.”

In asking for the nation’s prayers, he requested. them
as well for the departing President, Richard M. Nixon,
and his family, who were flying to their San Clemente,
Calif., home aboard the Spirit of '76 as Mr. Ford spoke.

“May our former President, who brought peace to mil-
lions, find it for himself,” Mr. Ford said, speaking emo-
tionally, his voice cracking at one point. “May God bless
and comfort his wonderful wife and daughters whose love
and loyalty will forever be a shining legacy to all who
bear the lonely burdens of the White House.”

The new President was sworn into office in the East
Room of the White House at noon, when the resignation
of Mr. Nixon, the ultimate political casualty of Watergate,
was to take effect. The Chief Justice of the United States,

“openness and candor” in dealing with the American
people. K A

. “Ybelieve that truth is the glue that holds government
together, and not only government buf civilization it-
self,” he said. “That bond, though strained, is unbroken
at home and abroad. In all my public and private acts as

" your President, I expect to follow my instincts of open-

ness and candor with full confidence that honesty is al-
ways the best policy in the end.” L »
Ford said he was making “an unprecedented compact
with my countrymen” to engage in “straight talk,” es-
pecially because he was “aware that you have not ele‘cte.d
me as your President by your ballots”—a reference to his
selection as Vice President by Mr. Nixon under the 25th:

See PRESIDENT, Al1%, Col. 1
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Amendment last Octobez when Spiro: T Agnew remgned
in disgrace.. i

“If you have not chosen /me lby secret bailot,” he told .
a packed.room of government leaders; Whité Hougse staffy

and 1he nationof television'viewers beyond “nelther have
Igai.azd ,by secret promises: I have not ¢ampaigned
eithe: for the. presidency or the vice presidency. I have
not subscribed to any partisan platform, I am indebted to
ne man and o only one woman-—my dear wife, Betty—as
1 begin the most difficult job in the world.”

Mr. Ford said, { have not sought this enormous re-
sponsibility, but I ‘willi not shirk it.” Referring to Mr.
. Nixon’s trials, he said, “I can only guess at those bur-
" dens, although I have witnessed at close hand the" trage-
dies that befell three Presidents and ‘the lesser trials of
others.”

He pledged to “uphold the Constitution, to do what is
right as God gives me to see the right, and to do the very

best I can for America. God helping me, I will' not let.

you down.”

As a demonstration of his determination to cooperate
with Congress, Mr. .Ford said he would ask Speaker of
the House Carl Albert (D-Okla.) and Senate President
-pro tempore James O. Eastland (D-Miss.), who were in

the audience, for permission to address a joint session of -

Congress on Monday

The speech drew a warm response from both partles
nC '“Uress Senators and representatives later used such
words as “magnificent,” “superb,” “eloquent” and ‘r
assuviig” to-describe it. /

After a reception in the State Dinirfg Room for Cabinet

members and their wives, other government leaders and.

the White Holise staff, the new President met briefly
with the, congressional leaders to arrange the joint ses-
sion. He is to speak Monday at 9 p.m. EDT. .

Less than an hour after he became President, Mr. Ford
came down to the press briefing room in the West Wing
of the White House and personally introduced his new
press secretary—Jerald F. terHorst, Washington ~bureau
chief of the Detroit News since 1}961.

TerHorst, 52, like Mr. Ford, is from ‘Grand Rapids,
Mich., and was a reporter on the Grand Rapids Press
when' Mr. Ford began his political career 26 years ago.
The President credited him with having a role in his first
political success when terHorst “connived to help me
get a little extra space” in the local paper, and they have
been friends ever since. TerHorst was writing a biography
of M1 Ford Wlan he ‘was asked to take the job of press
secretary

The President 4lso announced that Paul MilticH, his
press secretary as vice president, and Bill Roberts, Mil-
tich’ - deputy, would serve under terHorst.

M& Ford, in his press briefing room appearance, kid-
det tne assembled reporters about the fact that the room

had been built over the old White House swimming pool, -
by order of Mr. Nixon. He reminded them of “my great -

interest in aquatic activities” and hinted ‘he might re-
_claim the pool. Later, terHorst confirmed that Mr. Ford
was only kidding.

The President. promised that “we will have an open,
we will have a candid administration. I can’t change my
nature after 61 years. So, all I can say is thank you for
your xindnesses in the past, your reporting, -good and
‘bad, mistakes and maybe a few pluses, and I say again,
good luck to you, and thanks for the opportunity of see-
ing you this morning.”

TerHorst held h,1s first-briefing two hours later and
.reported that Mr. Ford had appointed a four-man team
to make recommendations to him on the fransition, in-
cluding White House staffing.

The four are former Gov. William W. Scranton of
Penusylvania, Secretary of Interior Rogers C. B. Morton,
U.S.- Ambassador to NATO Donald Rurhsfeld and forrner
Democratic Rep. John O. Marsh of Virginia, who was

. Mr. Ford’s defense specialist on his vice presidential staff.
’I‘h“ President met with-the group for the first time late
yes.ivday. afternoon.

verHorst said Mr. Ford considered the nomination of a
Vice President to fill the vacancy created by his own
elevation his first major order of business-and hoped to
have a name to submit “in a week or 10 days.”

The new press secretary also announced the appoint-
ment as counselor to the President of Robert T. Hart-

mann, P2, who hac been Mr. Ford’s chief of staff as Vice-
Pre51dent 5 ]
He said. Mr. Ford met with senior staff aides of the

‘Nixon White House for aout 20 minutes after the swear-

ing“in-ceremony and expressed the hope “many of them
would stay on to assist him in his transition period.” .

Alexa,ndel M. Haig Jt., Mr. Nixon’s chief of staff, speak- -
ing for the staff, pledged that they would do so, and that
“the same loyalty that was given President Nixon would
now be President Ford’s,” terHorst reported.

During his first afternoon in the Oval Office, President
Ford also met with his chief economic advisers and with
a number of ambassadors.

In the meeting on economic policy, -.terHorst said, Mr.
Ford erfiphasized that the problem of inflation was to be
approached “as a high and first priority” of his adminis- -
tration.

The terHorst briefing also surfaced .questions about
Watergate-related matters. The press secretary confirmed
that Watergate Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski would
stay on, as would Mr. Nixon’s Watergate defense lawyer,

James D. St. Clair, for a time.

TerHorst said all subpoenaed White House tape record-
ings—and other materials remained in the White House,
under Mr. Ford’s jurisdiction. Asked if conversations
would be taped under the new administration, he replied:
“No, tapes-will not be used in the Ford administration.” -

In response to questions, he said Mr. leon had not
pardoned hiniself or granted clemency or 1mmun1ty to
himself or:anyone else involved in Watergate before hav-
ing left office, nor had Mr. Ford since taking over.

The new President spent last night in his Alexandria
home, and he and the family will not move into the White
House resident quarters until after the- weekend ter-
Horst said.

Mr. Ford is to meet with the Cabinet, all of whom are
staying on, at 10 a.m. today. More staff appointments
possibly, may be made over ‘the weekend, the press secre:
tary said.

The -day’s first public ghrhpse ‘of the new P1*e51dent
came: at about 6 a.m. when Mr. Ford appeared in a bath-
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Ford meets reporters to introduce new press secretary.



robe at the: doorway of this two-std‘fyredibric,k“ and ‘white-
. up:-“The "Washington

frame house- in' Alexandria, ‘pick
Post with its' banner headline, *
back inside. + - (LR,
His son, Stephen, came out al
reported -that his father:-hdd cal
made his own breakfast. e\
#wo. early callers were former R
- Bymes of, Wisconsin,  an “old
Philip Buchen, a law partner:
Washington by the Vice President to.
of a presidential commission on’the right
area of responsibility given to ‘Mr.: Ford.
Nixon. . : o

and headed.for the black limousine" in-his’driveway. But. -
he then acceded to reporters’ urgings dand-walked: into-

the street to take some questions before television cam-
eras assembled across the way. I :
~ ‘He carried -a ‘black briefcase and a large ‘manila en-
velope but turned them over to an aide before approach-
ing the reporters, smiling and at ease. ’ ’
He said Byrnes and Buchen had.been “acting ‘on .my
“behalf for the last 48 hours as an outside transition
group” to give'him “some recommendations on certain
" activities, certain responsibilities.” _
Mr. Ford said he thought his old friends “could look in
from the outside and perhaps give some sbund advice
that we on the inside might not see as we're kept pretty

busy during the day.” Thé results of the recommenda-

tions, he said, will be seen “in the next day or so.”

Ford said he had had about 4 hours and 15 minutes of
sleep and greeted the momentous day with “a feeling of
sadness on the one hand and expectation to start to build
on the other.”  / :

Taking over the presidency, he said, “does strike me as
a terribly heavy responsibility which I'm: going-to fry to
work on and-do our very best.” He spoke’ with some
solemnity, and admitted, “you -can’t help feeling” the
awesomeness of the burden he was about to assume.

Reminded that President Harry S. Truman, who also
Had ascended to the presidency from the vice presidency,

S and went .t think that's a very apt.

- he must make underithe 25th’ a

~+and Lhope responsible way.”

ecutive‘director -

of 1 Tivacy—an -
Pra

_ S b e poceire
At about 7:50°a.m., M. Ford came. out the front door- e

had-said he felt as if the sun, moon and stars l1ad;t‘al.‘-.:;1,r1

on-him, Mr. Ford replied:

you better after’ noon, wh
Asked . about; his: selecti

“:Vice President, wh
men

‘amendment irst -used by
Mr’ Nixon last- year in selecting “him; Mr. Ford-said,
“We're gomng to do it as quickly as we can in a thorough

_He said Mr. Nixon had told him of ‘his final deci
to resign at-the nie’et‘in‘g_tlle}q‘held’iziit-he Oval Qffice
Thursday morning, but that Alexander M. Haig Jr.
White House ‘chief ‘of staff; had told’ him ‘a day ear

Reminded that his wife, Betty, had wanted him to get
out of public office, Mr. Ford seefned in his response’to

. opening the door to running for'a presidential term "of

his own in 1976. “She’s just doing her best,” he said, “and
we’ll wait and see about the other.”

Mr. Ford arrived at the Vice President’s office in the
Executive Office Building at about 8:15 a.m. and met for
nearly an hour with Secretary of State Henry A. Kissin ger
for a review of the foreign policy situation facin;. ihe
country during the transition, = ‘

Then he went to the South Lawn of the White House.
along with Mrs, Ford, and escorted departing President
Nixon and Mrs. Nixon to a waiting U.S. Marine Corps
helicopter for their hop to Andrews Air Force Base and
then to San Clemente, after Mr. Nixon said goodby to his
staff, P ' ‘ .

Mr. Ford kissed Mrs. Nixon and shook hands with Mr,
Nixon, and Mrs. Ford embraced both the Nixons. Then
the Fords stepped back on the red carpet rolled down
to the helicopter and stood with David and Julie Eisen-
hower, the Nixons’ son-in-law and daughter} and waved as
the helicopter lifted off, turned and flew around the
Washington Monument and out of sight. '

Then Gerald Ford, still Vice President for two more
hours, turned with his wife and walked into the White
House to prepare to take the oath of office, and the re-
sponsibilities that Richard Nixon would soon lay down.



. : , \ e o i . ! By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post
Speaking in the East Room of the White House after being sworn in as 38th President of the United States by Chief Justice: Warren E. Burger, seated right, Ford gives inaugural address.




