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A Quiet
Reaction in
Hometown

Grand Rapids, Mich.

There was no exultation,
no wild cheering in Gerald
Ford’s hometown yesterday
when he took the oath of of-
fice and became this na-
tion’s 38th prseident.

“This is not a time for cel-
~ ebration,” said Mayor Ly-
o man Parks. “It is time for
- pulling our country together
. and healing our wounds.”

Parks, the city’s first
black mayor, was somber ag
he spoke.

“When you think of the

. events of the past month and
the passing of (the Nixon)
government,” he said, “we
- . » would not want to mar

. the transition with great ex-

- ultation as though we are

. gloating.”

- Although there was no

. public observance, the city

:of Grand Rapids and Kent

. county issued a resolution

- Just at the time Mr. Ford be-

-tame...the first president
trom- Mighigan.

.. The resolution said the
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Ford’'s
Nephew

Grand Rapids, Mich.
Chris Ford, 9-year-old
nephew of the new Presi-

dent, was asked what he
would call his uncle now.

“Mr. Uncle Jerry Presi-
dent.” the youngster said.

United Press

United States is fortunate to
have Mr. Ford as President.

“The nation will be as weil
served as our city of Grand
Rapids has been,” the reso-
lution read.

Ford’s family, including
the President’s three young-
er brothers and their fami-
lies, did not want public ob-
servances of Mr. Ford’s tak-
ing over the reins of govern-
ment.
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