And James Madison on Power

The essence of Government is
power; and power, lodged as it must
be in human hands, will ever be liable
to abuse. In monarchies, the interests
and happiness of all may be sacrificed
to the caprice and passions of a des-
pot. In aristocracies, the rights and
welfare of the many may be sacrificed
to the pride and cupidity of the few.
In republics, the great danger is, that
the majority may not sufficiently
respect the rights of the minority.

Some gentlemen, consulting the
purity and generosity of their own
minds, without adverting to the les-
sons of experience, would find a
security against that danger, in our
social feelings; in a respect for char-
acter; in the dictates of the monitor
within; in the interests of individuals;
in the aggregate .interests of the
community, -

But man is known to be a selfish,
as well as a social being. Respect for
character, though often a salutary
" restraint, is but too often overruled
by other motives. When 'numbers of

.men act in a body, respect for char-

acter is often lost, just in proportion
as it is necessary to control what is
not right. We all know that conscience
is not a sufficient  safe-guard; and
besides, that conscience itself may be
deluded; may be, misled, by an uncon-
scious bias, into acts which an en-
lightened conscience would forbid.

As to the permanent interest of
individuals in the aggregate interests
of the community, and in the prover-
bial maxim, that honesty is the best
policy, present temptation is often
found to be an overmatch for those
considerations. ‘These favourable at-
tributes of the human character are
all valuable, as ‘auxiliaries; but they
will mot serve as a substitute for the
coercive provision belonging to Gov-
ernment and Law..

A’ political system which does not
contain an effective provision for a
peaceable decision of all controversies
arising within itself, would be a Gov-
ernment in name only. Such a provi-

" sion is obviously essential; and it is

equally obvious that it cannot be
either peaceable or effective by mak-
ing every part an authoritative umpire.
The final appeal in such cases must
be to the authority of the whole, not

.to that of the parts separalely and

independently.

This was the view taken of the
subject, whilst the Constitution was
under the consideration of the people.
It was this view of it which dictated
the clause declaring that the Constitu-
tion & laws of the U. S. should be the
supreme law of the Land, anything
in the constitution or laws of any of
the States to the contrary notwith-
standing. It was the same view which
specially prohibited certain powers and
acts to the States, among them any
laws violating the obligation of con-
tracts, and which dictated the appel-
late provision in the Judicial act
passed- by thé first Congress under
the Constitution.
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As this advice, if it ever see the
light will not do it till I am no-more,
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it may be considered as issuing from
the tomb, where truth alone can be
respected, and the happiness of man
alone consulted. It will be entitled
therefore to -whatever weight can be
derived from good  intentions, and
from the experience of one who has
served his country in various stations
through a period of forty years, who
espoused in his youth and adhered
through his life to the cause of its
liberty, and who has borne g part in
most of the great transactions which
will constitute epochs of its destiny.

The advice nearest to my heart and
deepest in my convictions is that the
Union of the States be cherished and
perpetuated. Let 'tge open encmy to
it be regarded as a Pandora with her
box- opened; and the disguised  one,
as the Serpent creeping with his
deadly wiles into Paradise,

James Madison, the fourth President,
made these remarks at the Virginia Con-
stitutional Convention in 1829. The fi-
nal two paragraphs were written as
“Advice to My Country” in 1834.




