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;In the last 11 years, it has
gen one president mur-
ered, another chose, under
ttack, not to run again, and
third was driven from of-
ce; so it- was vaguely sad,
ut at the same time it wag
#almost unanimously relieved

at the dark riddle of the .

® X ) !
Nixon administration had fi-
nAally passed.

-The fears of an uricertainr
result, of division, bitterness
and recnminatlon .and of a

- long trial of: a paralyzed
president, so ;

menacing & N
only a few § Analys:s
short days . and-
ago, .had{ & . -
been avmded :Opmln_n
And- the na-

tion’s political lnstltutlons
80 long under skeptical at-
tack, had held together and
‘come out with a ‘clear 'deci-
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sion and a feurly united peo-
ple.

In the. énd;. Mr. Nixon did,
as he-had done so many
times before, what he said

he would not do. As he had .

switched on China, the So-
viet Union, on economic pol-
icy, executive privilege, and
many other things, he aban-
doned . his threat to f1ght
both impeachment and con-
viction.

“Leaders should gulde as
far as they can, and then

vanish,” H. G. Wells once

1974 '_ o

wrote. ““Their ashes should
not choke the fires they hav-
elit.” Almost -all Mr Nixon’s
friends - gave - him - this ad-
vice, and finally he took it.
What has been tse effect

“of all this on.the nation, its

people, its political parties
and other institutions, and
its relations with the rest of
the world? These were the
questions that were being
asked here even before Mr.
Nixon resigned.

"The practical and personal
questions of leadership are’
unprecedented in the history

of the republic. There‘are8%6
days to go before the end of
the  term Mr. Nixon was
elected to fulfill by the larg-
est. popular majority in the
history of American -presi-
dential elections — two
years and five and a half
months.

The nation will be led in
this period, including . the
200th: . anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence
on July 4, 1976, by President
Gerald Ford, and a vice
pre51dent yet to be chosen
nelther of whom will Have

been elected by the people of
the United States — a situa-
tion that was not foreseen,
and probably would have
startled ~ the foundin g fa-
thers. =~

Nevertheless, the outlook
is ‘that Ford will have the
greatest support and sympa-
thy, even if not elected by
popular ballot, of any pres-
idence since Lyndon John-
son tock over the White
House after the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy.

In Washington, thereis al-

Nixon was a secretive, fur-
tive, and fundamentally in-
tricate man, who regarded
the Congress and the press
as’ his enemies.

Ford is just the opposite;
open, uncomplicated, and
modest. He is conservative
and partisan, but he has
spent most of his mature life
in the give-and-take of the
House, and regards thema-
jority Democratic leaders
not only aspowerst hat have
to be dealt with, but as his
personal friends.

ambpitions limited, his meth-
od open and trustful. He re-
gards this whole drama as
an accident, in which he now
has to play a role far beyond
his' ambitions or desires, and
in the life of his falmlly, this
;astonishm.g turn f oi events
has eme at the wrong time.

At 61, he has got beyond
all ‘ambition, in fact has
achieved far beyond his
dreams. He was planning to
.Tetire to private life, on a
promise to his wife, evén be-
fore Mr. Nixon picked him
as vice president.

There are. even reasons
for believing now, though he
would never admit them,
that he will regard mmself
. as an interim president, who
would try to bring about the
reConcilition of the country
in the next two yers a, an
then retire.

In the natlon the spirit of
the people may very well be
going with Ford — at least

‘nine years,

'try

for the time being. It has
gone through a long period
of d}VlS.’lOIl over Vietnam and
Watergate, and is tired of
contention, . and is longing
for a little peace and qu1e’c

There is a strong feehng
here that Ford could be .an
ideal president in such a
time. Just as Coolidge took
over after the scandals of
the Hardin administration,
and quietly calmed things
down and created an atmos-
phere that kept the Republi-
cans in power for another
Ford has a
chance - 'to revive the' for-
tunes of the Republicans in
the electlon years of 1974

. and 1976.

Meanwhﬂe Watergate has .
had its effects on the coun-
try as a -whole, and Ford,
with. his - simple moral ap-
proach to-the presidency,
may beé very much intouch
with the mood of the coun-

~Though he is'a party man,

Tready a marked change. Mr.

he is likely to support re-
form in campaign financing,
preservation of personal pri-
vacy, and strict control over
the integrity of the Internal
Revenue Service, the FBI,
and the CIA.

He will be cautious about

change, and will probably
keep most of the Nixon cabi-
net for a while, particularly
at the departments of state,
defense and the treasury,
but he is not overly enthu-
siastic about Attorney Gen-
eral William Saxbe so there
will be no political control of
justice before long, and like
Truman, he is likely to
change most of his cabinet
before the end of the year.

One of the interesting
things about Ford, though he
is_no intellectual, is that, un-

* His tastes are simple, his

like Johnson and Mzr. iiixon,
he does not feel unco.: orta-
ble or threatened: by excep-
tional talent. -In this, he ig
more- like . President Tru-
man, who could trust the so-
phisticated minds of Ache-
son and Lovett' and’ bring
into the cabinet strong men
like General Marshall..

.This is rea]ly the ‘main
question mWashmgton now:
How will Ford approach his
new responsibilities? He im-
mediately said he will keep
Kissinger at state, but who

.will ‘be his vice president,

and -his chief of staff in the
White House; these are the
questions now: bemg asked
in‘the capital. ,

The front runner for v1ce
president, with the ¥
of Mel Laird, is for:» - New

.York governor Nelson Rock-

efeller, but there is a Iot of
support for George Bush,
the chairman of the Rqubh-
can National Commlttee



who is young and attractive
and could be a candidate for
the presidency in 1976, if
given a chance at the vice
presidency now.

All this, however, is specu-
lative. The main thing is
that even the thooght of a
Ford presidency has
Changed the mood here, and
increased the hope for a
more open, candid, and co-
operative presidency. T



