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Campaign Reform

‘Washington o

i~ A broad cdmpaign financ-
sing reform bill, spawned by
‘ifvthe excesses of the 1972

presidential election, was
approved by the House yes-
terday almost by acclama-
tion.

Bill OKd inHouse

The bill, which cleared "
less than two hours before .

President Nixon’s broadcast
statement of ‘resignation,
‘would set limits on political
contributions, restrict candi-

date spending, provide fed-.

eral subsidies for presiden-
tial conventions, elections
and primaries, and establish
a new board to enforce the
new campaign rules.

The vote was 355 to 43.
Representative John Bra-

-demas (Dem-Ind.), a princi-

pal proponent of the bill,
called on the House to take
advantage of recent events
and prevent the recurrence

-of ‘“the most spectacular

lawlessness and corruption
in the last 200 years of this
country.”

The bill now goes to a con-
ference committee to re-
concile differences with a
Senate-passed bill.

Its provisions were intend-
ed to end such Watergate-
related practices as large,
secret cash contributions
and the use of multiple cam-
paign committees which ' al-
low large contributions to

“escape notice because they

are divided into
chunks.

small

Presidential  candidates
would be limited to $10 mil-
lion total expenditures for a
primary and $20 millionina
géneral election. The entire
$20 million for general elec-
tion expenditures would
come from a fund financed
by the $1 tax checkoff on
federal income tax returns.

The checkoff fund also
‘would be used to provide
matching * funds of private
contributions to primary
candidates up to $250 per

" contribution.

National - party conven-
tions would get $2 million
each from the fund, and
would be prohibited from
spending more than that.
that.

Candidates would be re-
guired to establish one prin-
cipal campaign committee
which would have to report
all the candidate’s expendi-
tures.

A six-man independemt
board would be established-
to. enforce the new law and
establish rules and regula-
tions - for campaigns, al-

“though either house of Con-

gress could veto new rules.



